
DELAWARE STRlET 

#.202-204 - The "DaJ-e House n 

(See Photo No. 44) 

Summary: The s i t e  of this house is a p a r t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  t r a c t  that 

was owned by Mathias ar,d Emilius deRingh before 1670. I t  was 

bought t h a t  year  by Pe te r  Alr ichs  and so ld  by him i n  1683 t o  Reynier 

Vanderculen. The o r i g i n a l  p l o t  of ground extended along Delaware 

S t r e e t  from the  west l i n e  of  a124 ( ~ l a t t ' s  s t o r e )  t o  Third S t r e e t .  

Vanderculen so ld  it of f  i n  th ree  pa r t s :  that next Third S t r e e t  

t o  Anthony Green; the  middle p a r t  t o  W i l l i a m  Markham; and the  

t h i r d  p a r t  extending from "one f o o t  west of t h e  house" (which was 

t h e  e a r l y  part of #206) t o  the  l i n e  of the  l and  of Sarah Telsh,  

which i s  the  west l i n e  of P l a t t l s  s t o r e .  This l a t t e r  p a r t  con- 

t a i n i n g  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  Delaware house was so ld  a s  a h a l f - i n t e r e s t  " i n  house and ground t o  D r .  Qerardus Wessells i n  1685. The whole 

p l o t  was mortgaged by Dr .  Wessells t o  John Darby i n  1686, and 

was i n  the  nominal possession of D r .  Resse l l s  i n  1687. Between 

t h a t  time and 1696, Vanderculen recovered t h e  undivided property,  

and i n  t h a t  year so ld  it to Cornelius Empson. Between t h e  pur- 

chase by Empson, *gentlemans, i n  1696 and possession by Thomas 

A l l e t t ,  "innkeepern, i n  1721, when A l l e t t  died and l e f t  the  prop- 

e r t y  by w i l l  t o  h i s  wife  Ann, no records have been found so far. 

In 1722, Ann A l l e t t  so ld  t h e  house, ground and a l l  bu i ld ings  

and improvements t o  I saac  J a n v i e r  and Joeeph H i l l .  Two yea r s  l a t e r  

theae men made a d i v i s i o n ,  by which Isaac  Janv ie r  kept  the house, 

#206, i n  which he l i v e d ,  and t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  Delaware home.  mether 

t he re  was a house of any kind on t h a t  s i t e  at  the  time i8  not i n d i-  

cated by the  deed of d iv i s ion .  
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I n  1769 t h i s  proper ty ,  owned by I saac  and Jacob Janvier ,  was 

so ld  a t  auct ion as a "messuage and l o t  of land with appurtenances' 

t o  Robert Furnace, innkeeper, t h e  l o t  41' x 315'. Furnace, at  

the time of t h e  s a l e ,  was t h e  p ropr ie to r ,  but not  t h e  owner, of 

the Oi lp in  house. He was a n  a rden t  Methodist a t  a time when 

clergymen of t h a t  f a i t h  were unwelcome among the  c h i e f l y  Episco- 

pal ian  and Presbyter ian  inhabi tants .  Furnace had been forced t o  

r e s t r i c t  h i s  h o s p i t a l i t y  to  t h e  c lergy  a t  the Gi lp in  house, which 

may have been a f a c t o r  i n  h i s  purchase of a house of h i s  own. 

In  1830 the  h e i r s  of Robert Furnace so ld  t o  Joseph Caldwell, 

who i n  1847 added a s t o r y ,  and genera l ly  repai red  and improved 

the  inn. Ca ld re l l  so ld  to  *Joseph G i l b e r t ,  and the  house cont in-  

ued t o  be operated a s  a h o t e l .  (His tory  f o r  l a s t  h a l f  of t h e  

n ine teenth  century s t i l l  t o  be checked.) 

I n  h i s  h i s t o r y  of New Cas t le ,  Alexander Cooper wr i t e s  t h a t  

about 1900, John Thompson, who had a successfu l  business  i n  p a r t  

of 122-124, ren ted  the  Delaware house, remodeled i t  a f t e r  t ea r ing  

out t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t ,  and conducted h i s  s t o r e  t h e r e  u n t i l  1908, 

when he surrendered h i s  l e a s e  t o  t h e  owner, Henry f i t s e l ,  and r e t i r e d .  

I The foregoing h i s t o r y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  u n t i l  Thompson's time, 

! the  bui ld ing  was continuously an inn. Thomas A l l e t t  might have 
1 

had a t ave rn  the re ,  al though it seems more l i k e l y  t h a t  the  next  
~ 

owner of t h e  s i t e ,  I s a a c  Janv ie r ,  b u i l t  the  house or  tavern between 
L d  
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1784 and 1729. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  year* he s o l d  #206, i n  which he had 

been l i v i n g  i n  1724. I n  any case ,  he must have b u i l t  o r  en la rged  

the house before  1769, when messuage and l o t  were s o l d  a t  auc t ion .  

John Crow was one of t he  ou ts tanding  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  t h e  

Delaware house. He made h i s  inn  a c e n t e r  t h a t  r a d i a t e d  pub l i c  

s p i r i t ,  and e n t e r t a i n e d  many d i s t i ngu i shed  gues t s .  

On t h e  gable  end of t h e  house from t h e  a l l e y  t o  t h e  west t h e r e  

i s  p l a i n  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a s t o r y  i n  1847. The lower 

p o r t i o n  of the  gable  is  l a i d  i n  common bond with a s t r e t c h e r  course  

every f o u r t h  course.  

* When Isaac J a n v i e r  s o l d  #206 t o  F ranc i s  J a n v i e r  In 1729, he 
provided f o r  t h e  a l l e y  between #206 and #204, s t i p u l a t i n g  i n  
t h e  deed that  F ranc i s  should no t  bu i ld  ou t  i n t o  it. 

-----Detailed h i s t o r y  on f i l e- - - - -  


