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t h o  r e s i d e n c e  of l a t e  F r a n c i s  deHaes 

Janvier, nrld 1.2; z.-.;~ di :;i irit!j a p ~ . p t a a x t s  
- * - .  - o - j ; n ~ a  ~y - Y. .;j!ln ;. l[o:l;ers 

7 7 ( 3~ ;,;- ac- i  tg.? ,; 2 .Zi E, cz.~ ri (1 ts c j 

c e r t a i ~ l t y  f r m  s v h i l a b l e  i n d s n t i l r e s .  T h e s e  i n d e n t c r e s  isaicat5 

t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  3 n g l i s h  t 3 j k  l;e;:? ;~:;;;s'sel i n  1664, :.izrtin 1 3 a r r i t ~ a n ,  
.- 

a Dutchman, and s e r g e s n t  Zghn i r s l i i n ,  a n  ~ n g l j . s . . h  s a l d i e r ,  each 

ovdined a h o u s s  and parts  o r  a i l  of this I rnC,  :vhi:=h zdJoined a m -  

t h e r  p l o t  of  3 r s k i n t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  John 3 r s k i n  ( s p e l l e d  a l s a  

& - s k i n  and Askew) a c q u i r e d  s e v e r a l  ot1-1er town s i t e s  and s e v e r a l  

g l a n t a t i o n s  n e a r  $ex C a s t l e ,  s m n s  i n  h i s  i n d i v i d t l a l  r i g h t ,  o t h e r s  

j o i n t l y  with ::artin Ger r - l t sen  and others.  J u d g i n g  from t h e  w i l -  

l i n g n e s s  o f  t h e  Governor,  the Cornandant ,  Capt .  John Z a r r ,  and t h e  
. . 

J u s t i c e s  of t h e -  C o u r t  t o  g r a n t  him whatever he  asked f o r ,  h,o nas 

% e l l  though t  of  p e r s o n a l l y  and f o r  h l s  x i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e s .  3e l e f t  

a valuable  e s t a t e  t o  h i s  :.jife Jane a n d  h i s  son  Zonas.  

:!artin ( G e r r i t s e n  ncs is Xea i ix i~ te l  i n  t he  e a r l y  D u t c ?  ;?sriod. 

The f i r s t  ~ G e r r i t s e n  mentioned i n  ths r e c o r d s  12 connec t i3n  K i t h  

F o r t  C a s i z i r  ::bs ; , e s s s l  gSorri tsel i ,   ha xss  ck:~sec as a p i l s t  f o r  

D i r e c t m  3 t u y v e s a n t t s  s h i p s  on t h ~ ,  e x p e r i i t i o n  t u  t h e  L:els::are i n  

1655,  because " h e  hsd s ~ l l s d  t o  t x ~ d  frboz there ?or  .I 1.325 t i d e " .  

Liar t in may have been r , e ~ s e l ' z  son, o r  o t h n r  k i n .  
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The sou th  p a r t  of t h e  l o t  was g r a n t e d  t o  James Crawford, a n  

Engl i sh  s o l d i e r ,  i n  1667. I n  1688,  Rober t  Evans* acqu i r ed  t h e  

whole p l o t  con t a in ing  two sml l  houses ,  one on t h e  n o r t h  and one 

on t h e  sou th  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l o t .  James X i l l e r ,  who acqui red  t h e  

whole p l o t  i n  1703, acqu i r ed  a l s o  i n  1708 t h e  bank l o t  " f r o n t i n g  

h i s  house and l o t  i n  t h e  Front  S t r e e t . "  3he the r  t h i s  was a new 

house o r  one of t h e  t x o  t h a t  had been t h e r e  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  nen- 

t i o n ,  cannot be determined.  i l i l l  iam Houston, f ' u r r i e r ,  of London, 

and Houston's  son and grandson owned t h e  house and l o t  from 1713 

u n t i l  1726, when Anthony Xouston s o l d  t o  Col. John French f o r  100 

pounds "11 that Lnessuage o r  house and  l o t  of l a n d  and t h e  water 

l o t  t he reun to  belonging." 

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  d a t e  of  s a l e  i n  t h i s  inden-  

ture (which i s  the same inonth and y e a r  f o r  bo th  s a l e  and r e c o r d i n g ) ,  

February,  1726, with t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d a t e ,  1722, f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c-  

t i o n  by f i r e  of  Col. F rench ' s  house on t h i s  s i t e .  The f i rs t  o r i -  

g i n a l  mention of  t h e  f i r e  s o  far  found is i n  a n  i n d e n t u r e  o f  1730 

(J-1-424-1730) f o r  t h e  ad jo in ing  l o t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  which is  bounded 

"with t h e  l o t  which l a t e l y  belonged t o  John French, Esq., deceased,  

known by t h e  name of t he  b u r n t  l o t .  " 

Col. John French, one o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  f i g u r e s  i n  Co lon ia l  

h i s t o r y ,  h e l d  t h e  o f f i c e  of h i g h  s h e r i f f  of lqew C a s t l e  County i n  

*A secondary sou rce  mentions a Rober t  Evans as connected w i th  t h e  
Admiral ty  s e r v i c e  customs i n s p e c t i o n  a t  New Castle; o t h e r  Evane 's  
a r e  l a t e r  connected with Welsh T r a c t ,  The Robert  Evans o f  t h i s  
deed has not  y e t  been i d e n t i f i e d  w i th in  the- scope of t h e  New 
C a s t l e  s e a r c h ,  
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1703 and f r o a  that  time u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1728, he ld  h igh  o f f i c e  

cont inuous ly  i n  ilelaware and Pennsylvania.  He was a tudge of  t h e  

Supreme Court, t h e  t r u s t e d  and succes s fu l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e s e  

co lon ie s  with t h e  Ind ians ,  and i n  1724 when Governor Kei th  i n c o r-  

pora ted  Xew C a s t l e  as t h e  neucleus  of  xhat  was in tended  t o  be a 

g r e a t  c o m e r c i a 1  c e n t e r ,  Col . John French was appointed Mayor.+ 

I n  1725, Col. French bought a t  s h e r i f f  s a l e  f o r  300 pounds, t h e  

l a r g e  b r i c k  S y l v e s t e r  Garland house (Hotel  Louise)  a t  Thi rd  and 

Delaware S t r e e t s ,  which nay have been h is  r e s idence  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  

on t h e  S t rand .  He a l s o  ownod "a l i t t l e  b r i c k  house" on t h e  s o u t h  

s i d e  of Harmony S t r e e t ,  40 f e e t  west  of t h e  S t rand .  

Kin o f  Col. John French, David French and h i s  h e i r s ,  owned 

t h e  "burnt  l o t n  from 1729 t o  1762,  when t h e  l a t t e r  s o l d  it t o  

James Hamilton o f  Ph i l ade lph ia .  James Hamilton was governor of  

Pennsylvania and Delaware from 1748 t o  1754 when he r e s igned ;  he  

se rved  a g a i q  1759 t o  1763, s o  he  was t h e  governor a t  t h e  time he 

bought t he  proper ty .  I t  was i n  h is  possess ion  f o r  t h e  nex t  t e n  

y e a r s  when he  s o l d  it t o  George Read S r .  Governor Hamilton's  fa- 

t h e r ,  Andrew Hamilton, t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a t t o r n e y  of  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  

o m e d  p rope r ty  i n  New C a s t l e  b e f o r e  h i s  son becane governor,  n o t -  

a b l y  t h e  former house of  Roeloff  and Johannes deHaes a t  t h e  nor th-  

n e s t  corner  of the S t r and  and Harmony. 

*For t h e  b e s t  account of Col. John French, s e e  paper  by Judge 
Richard S. Rodney: ( 1 )  A Colonia l  Leader. Colonel John Wench 
of  New C a s t l e ,  (2)  Ea r lv  Delaware Judaes  (MS), and Carl Van 
Doran1 s Benjamin Erankl i q .  
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George Read so ld  t h e  ' 'burnt l o t "  i n  1775 t o  John Van Gsze l l  

who l i v e d  next  door i n  vhat  became the  Bedford house,  #6 The 

S t rand .  I n  h l s  m i l l ,  1783, John Van Gezel l  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  "p re sen t  

dwell ing houset1 as bounded southwest  Itby my l o t  purchased of 

George Read, formerly  belonging t o  Eon. James Z a r n i l t ~ n . ~  

There is  no c e r t a i n  i n d i c a t i o n  i n  any of t h e  su rv iv ing  i n-  

dentures  tha t  a house was b u i l t  on t h e  %burnt l o t "  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e .  

There was a house i n  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h i s  l o t  and t h e  water  l o t  op- 

p o s i t e  t o  Governor James Hamilton, bu t  subsequent i nden tu re s  i n d i -  

c a t e  t h a t  it was on t h e  water l o t .  The " bu rn t  l o t "  was an a t t r a c -  

t i v e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  investment ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  r i v e r  l o t  oppos i t e  

which went with it, where t h e  J e f f e r s o n  house now is  and where a 

wharf was b u i l t  by one o f  t h e  e a r l y  owners. 

A branch of t he  Farmers Bank, organized i n  1807, u sed  first 

the o l d  George Road Sr.  house up t h e  S t rand ,  then i n  1816, t h e  

Bedford house with t h i s  l o t  ad jo in ing  were bought f o r  the bank, 

The "burn t  l o t "  rena ined  a garden ~ i t h  a g r e a t  willow t r e e  I n  t h e  

s o u t h e a s t  corner .  This  is shown on t h e  1804 survey map, and a t  

one time t h e  garden was enc losed  by a s t o n e  wall. 

I n  1845, p l ans  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  the p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  were 

begun. The a r c h i t e c t  was nJ . McA.rthurn; t h e  c a r p e n t e r s ,  John kf, 

and Thomas Turner,  who completed t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  i n  March, 1851, 

Con t r ac t  p r i c e  $5,000; e x t r a s ,  $384.51.* 

U e x a n d e r  8. Cooper 's  manuscr ipt  h i s t o r y  of  N e w  C a s t l e ,  a t  t h e  
Delaware H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .  
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The house es it s t a n d s  today,  a l t h o ~ g h  of no t  t o o  poor de- 

s i g n  f o r  i t s  p e r i o d ,  i s  o u t  of c h a r a c t e r  i r i th  i t s  n e i ~ h b o r s  on 

t ho  Strbnd,  and f o r  t h e  purposes o f  t h i s  r e > o r %  has been c l a s s i -  

f i ed  ~ i i t h  b u i l d i n g s  t o  be renoved zt s ~ c h  time lvhen e z r l i e r  b u i l a -  

i n g s  on t h e  s i t e  can be d e f i n i t e l y  determined.  If t h e  d e f i n i t e  

c h a r z c t e r  of such b u i l d i n g  o r  b u i l d i n c s  cannot  be determined, t h e  

l o t  could be developed as E gsrden  a s  i t  a n d m b t e d l y  !-;as a t  the  

t i n e  of the  1804 ~ u r v s y .  


