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DeRingh F l o t  on t h e  S t r a n d  
50 f e e t  a d j o i n i n g  Dutch Church l o t  on t h e  s o u t h ,  

nov; >22 and $24 a i t h  o i l e y  between - $22 owned 
by F e t c r  J .  Xadden; #24 by I.:ary E. S h e r i d s n  and 
-- : ivr t le  Booker ;haguire - - 

(See r n o t o  ,)I8 and 1 9 )  

O r i g i n a l  P l o t  - 5 

,,hen : indries  Hudde s o l d  h i s  house  on h i s  62- foo t  l o t  i n  1657,  

f c r  u s e  as  t h e  Dutch church ,  t h w e  i s  nc r e c o r d  a s  t o  xhe ther  h a  

s o l d  t h e  v;hole 62 f e e t .  Bis h:~use  cas on the  i lor th  s i d e  of t h e  

! l o t .  Sau th  of h i s  60 f e e t  and a d j o i n i n g  rias t h e  60- foo t  l o t  of 

Sander  (Alexander)  Fenix.  Sandsr  Penix d i s a p p e a r s  from t h e  r e c -  

o r d s  and i n  1673  hen c house  and l o t  s r e  c o ~ f i r r r - e d  t o  f I a t h i a s  and 

k n i l i u s  dezingh a d j o i n i n g  t h e  church  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  t h i s  

l o t  i s  50 f e e t ,  and t h e  church l o t  ha s  been narrowed t o  abou t  40 I- w 
f e e t .  

Xothing ha s  bezn found about  Sander  Fenix  o r  h i s  d i s p o s a l  o f  

t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  any of t h e  owners between 1656 and 1673 when t h e  

p r o p s r t y  ;r;zs confirmed t o  t h e  deEinghl  s. Xicho las  deRingh, f a t h e r  

of ; ? z t h i a s  and E n i l i u s  l i v e d  a t  Kew 2.mstel be fo r e  1658. He mado a 
I 

complaint  t o  F e t e r  S txyvesan t  t h z t  y e a r  when t h e  d i r e c t o r - g e n e r a l  

came do;m from d a n h a t t a n  on a v i s i t .  I n  1659,  Deprr ty-di rec tor  

DIHinojossa  gave : : icholas a p a t e n t  f o r  a l a r g e  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  "nea r  

t h e  m i l l " ,  a long and s t r e t c h i n g  behind L e l a c ~ a r e  S t r e e t  betvreen 

Second and Thi rd .  H i s  Eons s o l d  o n l y  p e r t  of  i t  i n  1870 and t h e y  

had ano the r  p l o t  n s a r  t h e  r l v e r  s o u t h  of  Delaware S t r e e t ,  but  b a i l -  

ius, u!ho +,?as r c a d e r  i n  t h e  Dutch church from 1E64 t o  1678 must have 

)t l i v e d  i n  the  house on t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t h i s  50 f e e t  n e x t  t o  t h e  

church yard.  
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Amil ius  deRingh,  who n ~ r i e d  Susanah,  e l d e s t  d s u g h t s r  o f  

3 y s b e r t  D e r r i c k s e n ,  a Ijutch owner4 oi c c n s i d e r s b l e  p r o p e r t y  n o r t h  

of Harmony S t r e e t ,  had  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  i4 icholns ,  S y s b e r t  and Lu- 

c r a t i a .  He d i e d  i n  1732 ,  and t h e  rec-der  i n  t h e  church  a t  t h a t  

t ime who 1 ~ ~ s  a l s o  t h e  s c h o o l - t e z c b e r ,  I s a a c  S e l o o v e r ,  wrote  t h e  

w i l l  o f  E m i l i u s  o h i l e  t h e  l e t t e r  was s i c k  i n  b e i d .  The p r o p e r t y  

n e x t  t h e  church  n i t h  h i s  o t h e r  p o s s e s z i o n s  mtis l e f t  t o  h i s  w i f e  

and c h i l d r e n .  

About 1700,  John 3 r e w s t e r ,  '!baker1' and " i n n h o l d e r "  began t o  

buy f rom t h e  h e i r s  o f  Nicho las  deBingh t h e i r  s h a r e s  i n  t h i s  50- 

i - f o o t  l o t  n i t h  i t s  d w e l l i n g  house .  By 1706,  h e  owned t h e  house  and 

l o t  and a l s o  t h e  w a t e r  l o t  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  ~f t h e  s t r e e t .  

The house ,  f r o n t i n g  v:hat was l a t e r  P a c k e t  A l l e y ,  occup ied  a v a l u -  1 
a b l e  s i t e ,  and h e r e  John  3 r e r ~ s t s r  k e p t  a t a v e r n  and p r o b a b l y  a 1 
shop. He may have  o c c u p i e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  soon a f t e r  t h e  d e s t h  of I 
deRingh. I n  1709,  John  a r e w s t s r ,  " i n n h o l d e r "  o u t  of  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  

-. - 
f o r  h i s  w i f e ,  s a y s  t h e  deed,  conveyed t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  R i c h a r d  

H a l l i w e l l ,  merchant ,  a l o n g  with some s i l v e r . ,  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  u s e  a n d  L 

p r o f i t s  d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e t i m e  o f  h i m s e l f  end h i s  x i f e .  

John 3 r e w s t e r  d i e d  i n  1719 ,  l e a v i n g  h i s  w i f e  E l i z a b e t h ,  and  

t h r e e  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s ,  t h e  c h i l d r 2 n  o f  h i s  desd  s o n ,  Job. R i c h a r d  

i 3 a l l l w e l l  l e f t  h i s  houses  on t h e  ; t r e n d  t o  h i s  nephew Thomas H a l -  
% 

., l i w e l l  o f  L i v e r p o o l ,  who came to  :.el7! C ~ s s t l e  a f t e r  h i s  u n c l e ' s  

d e a t h  i n  1719,  and d i s p o s e d  o f  t h e  pro: .cr ty.  The R e v e r e d  George 
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Ross of Immanuel Church was one of t h e  execu to r s .  . ' ,hether o r  n o t  

%r. Ross bought t h e  p rope r ty  from t h e  h e i r s  h a s  no t  bsen diecov- 

e red ,  and no  c e r t a i n  ovmers have been found u n t i l  "1751n,  when 

Jaccb Ross and John Sayre so ld  i t  t o  Thomas IicKean. ge here may 

be an e r r o r  i n  t h e  d a t e ,  1751, bscsuse  Thoinas IbicKean i n  t h a t  yea r  

KSS only  1 8  yea r s  old .  

Thomas BicKean, s i g n e r  of t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  of Independence and 

one of t h e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  and a b l e  nen i n  t h i s  count ry  dur ing  

t h e  Revolut ionary p e r i o d ,  owned t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  1791 and nay 

have l i v e d  h e r e  xuch of t h e  t ime between h i s  admission t o  prac-  

t i c e  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  of t h e  Three Count ies  i n  1754 and h i s  removal 

t o  Th i l ade l9h ia  i n  1773  o r  1774. Because of Thomas McKeanls g r e a t  

h i s t o r i c a l  importance t o  Gelaware, and t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  a page of b iog raph ica l  n o t e s ,  c h i e f l y  of  h i s  p u b l i c  

s e r v i c e s ,  i s  i n s e r t e d  he re .  ( s e p a r a t e  page a t t a c h e d )  



-4- 
( D e ~ i n g h  F l o t ,  c o n t i n u e d )  

I n  d e R i n g h l s  t i m e ,  k i s  g a r d s n  f e n c e  n u s t  have ex tended  froin 

h i s  house t o  t h e  h o - ~ s e  of  I s a a c  Tayne f o r  a l l  p l o t s  were r e q u i r e d  

t o  be s o  fenced  t h z t  p i g s ,  CO-cs 2nd h o r s e s  colrld fiat s t r a y  o n t a  

t h e  s t r e e t s  c r  n e i g h b o r s 1  ? r a p c r t y ,  and  a s  seemed t o  be t h e  cus -  

tom on t h e  S t r a n d  a t  t h a t  t i m s  e n t r a n c e  t j  s t a b l e s ,  b a r n s  and 

o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  nay have Sean f r m  t h e  b:ar!<et ? l e c e .  I t  mcly hclve 

been t h i s  r eason  t h z t  John 3re:;ster k e p t  p a r t  o f  h i s  back l o t  

when he  s o l d  t h e  1ar;e p a r t  o f  i t  f o r  the  P r e s b y t e r i e n  meeting 

house i n  1707,  u n t i l  an  e n t r a n c e  from t h e  S t r m d  c o u i d  be n a c e  

and fenced.  

Yvhether t h e  driveway o r  a l l e y  r a s  p rov ided  f o r  i n  john  E r e x -  

s t e r ' s  t ime o r  l a t e r ,  i t  became of impor tence  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  

as  a way t o  s t a b l e s  t h a t  were u s e d  by t h e  Union L ine  Tavern a c r o s s  

t h e  S t r a n d  on t h 9  s i t e  of  r-hat  as l a t e r  t h e  Stoc!iton house ad-  

j o i n i n g  ?acXet A l l e y  on t h e  s o u t h .  

The whole p l o t ,  5 0 '  x 250', was bought f r o 3  Thonas 2:cKeian i n  

1791 by B r c h i b a l d  Alexander and John  k t o c k t o n ,  j o i n t l y .  I n  1795 

t h e s e  owners d i v i d e d  t h e  l o t ,  t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  t o  b l e x a n c e r  and t h e  

s o u t h  h a l f  t o  John \? tockton.  I n  1206,  B r c h i b a l d  Alexander  s o l d  

- 
t h e  n o r t h  h z l f ,  nov~ ,+24, t o  k i c h a r d  Sex ton ,  "v!harf-builder"  f o r  

$2,666.67. That  saze y z a r  John S t o c k t o n  s o l d  t h a  s o u t h  p a r t ,  now 

-, - #22, t o  :'ary ~ e t s g n ,  i7ir;lo;~ o f  John  Uetson,  innkeeper .  John z e t s o n ,  

who i n  1798 had a small t a v o r n  an  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of  T h i r d  . 
( 
V and D e l a m r e  S t r e e t s ,  k e ~ t  a t a v e r n  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of 



. - 
Packe t  A l l e y  i n  t h e  e a r l ?  1 i 3 G 2 ' z  on t h e  s i t e  of'  ::;~h?:t v-.-; t n e  LT.ion 

- .  ,,,,>n bo. ;se  ::;:'tnr. : .  Line  !{otel anG t h 3  ;-: j-ts 3 y  t ' . : ~  Y t ~ ~ : i . * i  u.~e : i f ' 2  9 ? 

1824. 

-. . . ';he s i t e  $22 b e g p i  t3 3s z:,-->crs.?t. L,ne groi;--;i; ,;.:G ~ t a ~ :  6 s  r ; e a l ~ 5  
. - 

i t  t h e  z,2rnzI ~ r ~ - . i - : , - ? , -  v - A  -- -- -2r  e:- L -  -. - \,el .,A *. L : 1 ; ; c ; T ~ ~ ~  
I 

. . ,-. , snd  v e h i c l e s .  The b - d i i C i n g  3;; s i t e  0:' ;;22 32 c;;'. Ic;,.: z.:ir?~c-,- 

L, t t i c '- -7 .: . . - - 
i s  one s t c r y  n i t n  an = < : ' L , ~ .  - g ~ r ; ~  ~;;~=il c.:j;;;qar:3:,. ; it]: t$z E . . , . , ~ L -  

- 7  l i n g s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  i t  a: ,5  ;r;ol:a 1i:;e ;IE c f f i c e  o r  2 ' 5 ~ .  

The house  on the  site .3f ,f : 4  - , ;;l-ich :!lay 1;n.ve been ths hoxz 

sf sirq:ler ciesign l a o k s  of Thomas I,jicI<ean, i s  t:l:o s t o r i n s  2ilr' 

7 ,-. much o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  house ,3r. t h e  c i t c  3f T'CC l..r?,nss, 13 ~ 2 3 4 ,  3r?d 

?as proba.bly t h e  2 r e n s t e r  noi-1:-: 2 a22 :~:.ay hbve b e e n  31' -.ay hLve 19- 

c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  house  of X ~ i l i l i : ;  <.::sRin~h. 3 9 t h  i i 32  sad +Ed :;'ere 

d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  f i r e  of 1624. 3 0 t h  y e r a  r ~ ~ l r c e d  soon aftsrwzrd 

c . 7  - - - -  by t h e  p r e s e n t  houses .  i n e  ;..clzezn s i t ~  ::s.s <~:;;:led by R i c h a r e  5.5:- 

t o n  and h i s  s o n  3r. Zicha:-d ;exton u n t i l  182-1, ~ r i c  z i ' t e r . ~ l a r e  t o  

Isaac R e g i s t e r  y:ho o~:~ie<j  b a t h  9roC;zrSi ::s i n  1551. 1 t' s s u b s s a ~ ~ s ~ t  

h i s t o r y  i s  s t i l l  n 2 t  ~ , 3 z i ~ i r t s . . i i  In  t h i s  s z o r c h .  

, . The prasc2;;  2 2 2 ,  ;?;.:?dcj b-~; t:-js c:nla? i i n c  Trc:,r;~.:?,r-tstidz G j y - -  .-- 

7 s . n ~  i n  18Z0, s.;~ ;;cid t:? Is::::c ' i e z i s t e r ,  :;hc s o l .  i :ne  ha::^^, ~!:i 

. -3 l o t  1 7 '  by g n l y  E?Zt deep  ts , i . T , L .. .. .. 2 2  s31d 

o r  z o r t g a g e d  t-, r iobe r t  l.;!lrr~.jr i n  1861  ;:nd bT: E l i  ~ : ~ x ~ ~ - ~ - ~ ~ ~  . . -  .- L J  ---xl 

J s n y i e r  a l b c k ,  1 : i t .  Gotn :.%::._ :!:, t .olrs  of  
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John J a n v i e r .  Ann J a n v i e r ,  widow of  D r .  Cha r l e s  H. Black,  l e f t  

it t o  h e r  son D r ,  \Yilliam J, Black from whom along with o t h e r  

h e i r s  i t  came t o  t h e  p re sen t  oyiiner, F e t e r  G ,  Madden, 

Nei ther  of t h e s e  two houses ,  #22 and k24, i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  

s t a t e ,  a r e  of any p a r t i c u l a r  mer i t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  bu t  never the-  

l e s s ,  due t o  t h e i r  s i m p l i c i t y ,  do not  d e t r a c t  g r e a t l y  from t h e  

gene ra l  e f f e c t  of t h e  s t r e e t .  #22 could be g r e a t l y  improved by 

t h e  removal of a  l a r g e  shed dormer on t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

which i s  of poor des ign  and of a l a t e  d a t e .  This r e p o r t  mould 

recommend f u r t h e r  s t u d y  of t h i s  s i t e  i n  view of t h e  prominence 

o f  one of i t s  e a r l y  owners, Thomas McKean. 
w 


