
River  S ide  of S t r and  Between Delaware 
and Harmony S t r e e t s  

Or ig ina l  P l o t  B- 4.  #17 now t h e  p rope r ty  
of J .  J .  B. Fulenwider; what was #19 now p a r t  of 

#21, owned bv Horace Deakvne 

The o r i g i n a l  bank l o t  B-4, was 60'  wide and 600' deep oppos- 

i t e  what is now t h e  garden of t h e  Morrison house and t h e  Presby- 

t e r i a n  Manse. The proper ty  on t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  S t rand  com- 

p r i s i n g  t h e s e  two s i t e s  was i n  t h e  possess ion  o f  George More, 

ca rpen te r ,  o f  New C a s t l e ,  before  1680. That yea r  he s o l d  t o  

Bphralm Herman. The same year ,  Herman t r aded  p a r t  of t he  Read 

proper ty  s i t e ,  up t h e  S t r and  f o r  t h i s  lower s i t e  t o  I s a a c  Tayne 

Jr. I n  1695, a f t e r  Tayne's  dea th ,  h i s  h e i r s  d iv ided  t h e  p rope r ty ,  

t h e  no r th  h a l f  t o  Thomas Janv ie r  ( t h e  f i r s t )  and h i s  wife Sarah;  

\-- t h e  south h a l f  t o  John and Mary Bisk.  By t h i s  d i v i s i o n ,  J a n v i e r  

was e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  of t h e  bank l o t  oppos i t e ,  and Bisk  

t o  t h e  sou th  h a l f  - each p l o t  being 30' wide and 600' deep. 

John B i sk '8  bank l o t  f o r  which he r ece ived  t i t l e  from William 

Penn about  1702, changed owners f r e q u e n t l y  f o r  a t ime,  being owned 

by John and Sarah  B r e t t  be fo re  1707, when i t  was s o l d  t o  Richard 

and Lydia Clark ,  and i n  1713 by Richard C l a r k  t o  Benjamin Sweet. 

Sweet s o l d  i n  1718 t o  Br ino ldus  deHaes, mar iner ,  of  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  

descendant of Johannes deHaes o f  Wen Castle. DeHaes s o l d  t h e  same 

year  t o  Nicholas ) leers  of New C a s t l e ,  the "house and l o t a ,  bounded - 6.e. by George Hogg, n.e. by Thomas Janvier .  



Nicholas Meers, g iven  in  t h e  r e c o r d s  a s  mar iner  end a l s o  mer- 

chan t ,  d ied  possessed of t h i s  bank l o t .  I t  was s o l d  by S h e r i f f  

Gideon Q r i f f i t h  i n  1748 t o  John Finney. I n  t h i s  s a l e  i t  i s  des-  

c r i b e d  as bounded n.e. by Thomas J a n v i e r ,  as  be fo re ,  and bounded 

s . w .  by t h e  "shop and l o t  of Thomas J anv ie r . "  "Value of  the  prop-  

e r t y ,  40 pounds." 

I n  1771, D r .  John Finney s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  100 pounds, 

as n the  house  and l o t  i n  which Thomas J a n v i e r  Low l i v e s ,  bounded 

t o  the n o r t h e a s t  by t h e  a l l e y  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  wharf of Richard 

McWilliam." The a l l e y  became well-known l a t e r  as d l e x a n d e r l s  81- 

l e y  from Arch iba ld  Alexander ' s  ownership l a t e r ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  

b with John S tock ton ,  o f  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  of t h i s  o r i g i n a l  p l o t  which 

nas  t h e  s h a r e  of Thomas J a n v i e r  t h e  f i rs t ,  i n  1695. 

The Thomas J a n v i e r ,  who bought #17 i n  1771, i s  c a l l e d  "boa t -  

mann i n  t h e  deed,  and r e c o r d s  of t h e  f a m i l y  i n d i c a t e  t ha t  he  was 

t h e  son of John,  and grandson of Thomas t h e  f i r s t ,  who d i ed  i n  

1728. Thomas I had a son Thomas, h i s  f i r s t  born,  whose l a t e r  rec-  

o r d s  seem t o  connect  h i m  with P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  where i n  1758 he  was 

made p r o v i n c i a l  armorer ;  h is  descendants  used t h e  Eng l i sh  form, 

January,  of t h e  French Janv ie r .  But t h i s  Thomas 11, son of  Thomas I ,  

was t h e  on ly  Thomas o l d  enough t o  have been t h e  "homes Jr." of 1730, 

who had a shop on t h e  s i t e  o f  #I3 and #15. O f  two grandsons  of 

Thomas J a n v i e r  I who were named Thomas, one, the son of F r a n c i s  

18 a a i d  t o  have d i e d  e a r l y  wi thout  i s s u e .  The o t h e r  Thomas, son 
/ 

of  John, l i v e d  i n  New Cas t l ed ,  mar r ied  Jane  C l a r k  i n  1766, and was 



probab ly  t h e  grandson who bought 417 i n  1771;  he  had a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  

c h i l d r e n :  John,  Thonas and J a n e ,  g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n  o f  Thomas I .  

John,  "a  weal thy  gent leman,  member of t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  church ,  d i e d  

i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1846" and l e f t  e q u a l  l e g a c i e s  t o  Inmanuel and t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  church .  He had a t  l e a s t  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  Thomas, h i s  

b r o t h e r ,  d i e d  i n  1850.  He haci s e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n ;  he  l e f t  t o  h i s  

d a u g h t e r  J a n e ,  wife of  Joshua  N .  D a n f o r t h ,  #13 t h e  S t r a n d ,  which 

h e  had bought  i n  1826. 

These two J a n v i e r s ,  John and Thontis, who d i e d  1346 and 1650,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s e v e r a l  c o u s i n s ,  were prime movers and o p e r a t o r s  i n  

t h e  g r e a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  advances  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  r e c o v e r y  from t h e  

war of 1812. T h e i r  xork ,  c e n t e r e d  a t  New C a s t l e ,  embraced t u r n -  

p i k e s  and s t a g e  l i n e s ,  s t a g e  b o a t s  and c a r g o  p a c k e t s ,  sa i l  and  

steam, between t h e  Delaware and t h e  Chesapeake,  and f i n a l l y  t h e  

New C a s t l e  and Frenchtown r a i l r o a d ,  opened i n  1832.  T h e i r  c o n t r i -  

b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t r a d e  and t r a v e l  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  

between n o r t h  and s o u t h  h a s  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  p e r i o d .  

#17 seems t o  have been owned c h i e f l y  by d e s c e n d a n t s  of t h e  

J a n v i e r  and r e l a t e d  f a m i l i e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  I n  1943,  i t  was 

d e v i s e d  by w i l l  of ld iss  E l s i e  B lack  ( E l i z a b e t h  G . )  t o  a  nephew 

John J. J. B. Fu lenwider ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner. 



A f t e r  t h e  death  of Thomes J a n v i e r  I ,  i n  1 7 2 8 ,  h i s  h e i r s  - 
he had seven sons and t h r e e  daughte rs  - h e l d  t h e  bank l o t  ( t h a t  

mould have been #19 between t h e  p r e s e n t  k17 and # 2 1 ) ,  when h i s  

son I s a a c ,  a s  executor ,  s o l d  i t  t o  Richard McAilliarn Sr .  Richard 

Mci!Gillian, i n  t h e  17501s ,  owned #13 and #15, a i t h  t h e  a l l e y  ad-  

jo in ing  #13, running back t o  t h e  wharf,  a s  wel l  a s  #19 with  wharf 

and a l l e y ,  a  va luab le  wharfage t o  l e a s e  o r  use .  D r .  John Finney 

a t  t h i s  t ime owned t h e  p rope r ty ,  #17, between and a d j o i n i n g  t h e  

two p r o p e r t i e s  of  McWilliam. This was one of s e v e r a l  bank l o t  

p r o p e r t i e s  bought by D r .  Finney f o r  investment .  

Upon t h e  dea th  of Richard McWilliam Sr . ,  h i s  son Stephen by 

r e l e a s e  from h i s  b r o t h e r  Bichard Jr. became possessed of  t h e  prop- 

e r t y .  I n  1783, Stephen Mc'hilliam s o l d  t o  Thomas Achen*, sh ipcarpen-  

t e r ,  and John Stockton f o r  280 pounds. Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Achen 

s o l d  h i s  h a l f - i n t e r e s t  t o  D r .  Archibald Alexander. I n  1806, sev-  

e r a l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  merchants bought D r .  Alexander ' s  sha re .  A t  

t h a t  time t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  i n t e r e s t  was owned by Alexander Harvey. 

I n  1813 t h e  s h e r i f f  s e i z e d  a s  p r o p e r t y  of Harvey, t h e  *one undi-  

vided h a l f  p a r t  of a  l o t  of l a n d  and wharf with a frame dwel l ing  

house and b r i c k  s t o r e  e r e c t e d  thereon ,"  and s o l d  i t  t o  Hugh I. 

R i t c h i e .  R i t c h i e  had a d rugs to re  i n  the house on t h i s  s i t e ,  and 

ie 1817 when he was appointed pos tmas te r ,  t h i s  house was t h e  p o s t  - o f f i c e .  H i s  daughter  Het ty  R i t c h i e  was a f t e rward  p o s t m i s t r e s s  a t  

t h i s  f3i te .  

* Thomas Achen was t h e  j a i l e r  a t  New C a s t l e  i n  1792. 



The b u i l d i n g s  on t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i n  which Hugh i t i t c h i e  n e l d  

a h a l f  i n t e r e s t  were d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  f i r e  o f  1824 .  B g L k  :9rs 

r e p l a c e d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  type  of t h e   building^ doea  n g t  a,r,;,cer In 

t h e  f i r s t  i n d e n t u r e s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e .  i t  some t i n e  b % f ~ r ?  3r s f -  

t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  t h e  Union Line. Traric; ;or tat ion and L t sasL3s5  C;aper~y 

( c o n t r o l l e d  by John and Thomzs J a n v i e r j  had scquire; :  a rial:' I n t e r e 3 t  

i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and  had made a p a r t i t i o n  x i t h  R i t c h i e  'sy ./;r,lch " a ; l  

the  u n b u i l t  and unenc losed  p o r t i o n H  of t h s  l o t  upon which t h 9  

house  s t o o d  shou ld  be lonz  t o  t h e  Union Co:apany a a  a s e p z r s t s  p r o s -  

e r t y ,  and t h e  house ,  p r e s u m b l y  wi th  some z a r d e c  beh ind  I t  3 s  a 

s e p a r a t e  ~ r o p e r t y  t o  F i l t c h i e .  R i t c h i e ' s  s3n  Archibzlci % i t c n i e  

i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  I t  is marked " t h e  e s t a t e  3f A r c t i b a l d  

R i t c h i e n  o n  Beers  map o f  1868. 

Subsequent  d a t a  t o  be  added when checked- -  


