
River  S i d e  of S t r and  Between Delaware 
and Harmony S t r e e t s  

8-6, t h e  Bank Lot oppos i t e  t h e  
Dutch Church and Burying Ground; 

#25 t h e  S t r and .  p r e s e n t  owner. Mrs. P h i l i ~  L a i r d  

I n  1657, when Andries  Hudde s o l d  h i s  dwel l ing  house t o  t h e  

Dutch d i r e c t o r  of New Amst01 f o r  t h e  use of t h e  co rnun i ty  as a 

Dutch Reformed church,  no width on t h e  S t r a n d  is  g iven  f o r  t h e  

church p l o t  - i n  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s u r v i v i n g  r eco rds .  Huddets p l o t  

was 63' wide, Rhineland measure, on t h e  S t r and  - s l i g h t l y  l e s s  

i n  Engl i sh  measure - about  62', confirmed t o  him i n  1656. He must 

have had t h e  p l o t  much e a r l i e r  f o r  he was an o f f i c e r  a t  F o r t  Casi- 

m i r  from t h e  time i t  was f i rs t  b u i l t  i n  1651. The many changes 

i n  ho ld ings  on t h e  S t rand  between t h a t  t ime and 1701 when a deed 

f o r  t h e  Bank Lot  oppos i t e  and of  "equal  width t o  t h e  church yard"  

was given t o  William Houston may account  f o r  t h e  width of on ly  

37 f e e t ,  a l t hough  t h e  width  i n  f e e t  is  n o t  mentioned u n t i l  1730. 

I n  a deed of  1701 f o r  t h e  bank l o t  ad jo in ing  t o  t h e  no r th ,  t h e  

l o t  confirmed t o  Houston is c a l l e d  " t h e  bank l o t  belonging t o  

tbp Dutch church. 

Tha t  William Houston had confirmed t o  him t h e  bank l o t n b e l o n g -  

lng t o  t h e  Dutch churchn i s  of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  because of W i l l i a m  

Houston's i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  church a t  a pe r iod  when it  

i e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  assumed t h a t  a merger was being considered.  I n  

h is  rill da t ed  25 May 1707, proved December 11, 1711, Houston 

deec r ibee  h imse l f  as "sometime merchant, Burgess of Ehi thorn ,  Bur- 

t' gess and g i l d b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  c i t y  of  Olascor ,  bo th  i n  Scot land .  

Otherwise c a l l e d  Wm. Houston of New Castle."hithorn i s  on ly  a 
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few miles  from Sorbie ,  the  place from which the  f i r s t  Presbyter ian  

clergyman a t  New C a s t l e ,  John ibilson, came. I n  h i s  l a s t  w i l l  writ- 

t e n  i n  1707, the  year  of the  purchase of ground f o r  the  Presbyter-  

i a n  Church, Wm. Houston l e f t  t o  John Wilson and h i s  successors  a s  

Presbyter ian  m i n i s t e r s  a t  New C a s t l e ,  a  glebe of "300 a c r e s  of 

land on the south s i d e  of C h r i s t i n a  betwixt t h e  land of Y r .  Jasper  

Yeates and D r .  Spry's." Houston had made one o r  more e a r l i e r  wills, 

giving land f o r  t h e  g lebe ,  but  according t o  a complaint, s a i d  t o  

have been r e g i s t e r e d  with Penn's government a s  e a r l y  a s  1686.* 

William Houston's bro ther  Anthony refused  conveyance of t h e  prop- 

e r t y .  

C When P J i l l i a m  Houston's l a s t  w i l l  was proved i n  1911, h i s  

h e i r s  withheld t h e  300 a c r e s  t h a t  had been d e f i n i t e l y  bequeathed 

t o  John Wilson and h i s  successors  a s  a glebe.  To da te  i n  t h i s  

search  access  has  not been had t o  t h e  papers on the  admin i s t r a t ion  

of Houston's e s t a t e ,  i f  these  e x i s t ;  but  meanwhile it is l o g i c a l  

t o  suppose t h a t  t h e  cour t  would not condone t h e  ignoring of such 

a c l e a r  cu t  bequest i n  t h e  w i l l  when it was proved; the  h e i r s  

would n e c e s s a r i l y  have had t o  make some se t t l ement  with t h e  pas- 

t o r  of the  church. John Wilson had l e f t  the  New C a s t l e  church i n  

1710, and i s  bel ieved t o  have devoted a l l  h i s  time t o  Xhite Clay 

Creek church u n t i l  he d ied  i n  1912. He was succeeded by James An- 

derson. 

Richard Vebster,  i n  A Historv of t h e  P resbv te r i an  Church a 
America, quoting from Samuel Hazard's "Colonial  Documents of 
Pennsylvania. " 



The w r i t e r  of t h i s  summary is i n c l i n e d  t o  be l i eve  from docu- 

mentary and c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  evidence s t u d i e d ,  t h a t  t h e  reasons f o r  

t h e  purchase of a d d i t i o n a l  ground and t h e  bu i ld ing  of an a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h e  P resby te r i an  Church, 1711-1712, were because of means sup- 

p l i e d  from t h e  e s t a t e  of Houston, and t h e  merger about  t h a t  time 

of t h e  proper ty  and i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  Dutch and P r e s b y t e r i a n  con- 

grega t ions .  

J'he Bank Lot 

I n  1726, W i l l i a m  Houston's #b ro the r ,  Anthony Houston of London, 

f u r r i e r ,  t o  whom Vi l l iam l e f t  h i s  Mew C a s t l e  County proper ty  (ex-  - cep t  t h e  300 a c r e s  f o r  t h e  g l ebe )  being dead, h i s  son  Jonathan who 

i n h e r i t e d ,  s o l d  t h e  bank l o t  oppos i t e  t h e  church a t  p u b l i c  sale 

t o  D r .  P a t r i c k  R e i l l y ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r ,  f o r  193  pounds; and i n  

1730, D r .  R e i l l y ' s  widow and h e r  second husband, Gideon G r i f f i t h ,  

so ld  "11 t h a t  messuage o r  tenement and bank l o t  o r  p i e c e  of 

ground being r i g h t  over a g a i n s t  and of  equa l  b read th  t o  t h e  bury- 

ing ground o r  graveyard.  Containing i n  breadth  37 f e e t  o r  t he re-  

about,  be t h e  same more o r  l e s s "  - t o  William Read, merchant, wi th  

t t h ~ ~ s e s ,  wharves," e t c . ,  f o r  "130 pounds and o t h e r  cons ide ra t ions .*  
* 

Judge Jehu Curtis who kept  t h e  Ind ian  King Inn  ac ross  t h e  

e t r e e t ,  nex t  door on t h e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  Dutch church s i t e ,  acqui red  

t h e  proper ty  oppos i t e  t h e  church l o t ,  probably about 1740. I t  

,u 
. was l a t e r  owned by h i s  son- in- law, S l a t o r  Clay,  who a f t e r  t h e  

dea th  of Judge Curtis i n  1753 cont inued t h e  inn.  The a l l e y  a long  



-4- 

L 

t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  bank l o t ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  wharf, where packet  

and passenger  v e s s e l s  t i e d  up, must have been of  va lue  t o  t h e  I n -  

d ian  King, and of convenience t o  t r a v e l e r s ,  who when they emerged 

from Packet  Al ley ,  had only t o  c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  what was c a l l e d  

by a t r a v e l e r *  i n  1744, "a good house of enter ta inment ."  

By Judge C u r t i s  t h e  bank l o t  was bequeathed i n  1753 t o  h i s  

daughter  Ann C u r t i s  Clay,  nf i fe  of S l a t e r  Clay,  and by h e r  execu- 

t o r s  was s o l d  t o  W i l l i a m  Lees, h e r  son- in- law i n  1789. Soon af- 

terward I i l l l a m  Lees acqui red  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  60 '  bank l o t  to t h e  

n o r t h  and on t h i s  double s i t e ,  o f  approximately  100 '  i n  b read th  on 

t h e  S t r and ,  with s t o r e  houses ,  wharves and Facket  a l l e y ,  t h e  i m -  

b p o r t i n g  and merchant f i r m  of Bond and Lees conducted a t h r i v i n g  

business .  W i l l i a m  Lees was an Engl i sh  merchant of London who 

married E l i z a b e t h  Clay,  daughter  of Ann and S l a t e r  Clay and who 

about 1797 r e tu rned  t o  England with  h i s  wife and two young c h i l -  

-+en where h e  conducted t h e  Engl i sh  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  t h e  New Castle 

importing bus iness .  Bond and Lees a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  #25-27 t h e  S t r a n d  

became Clay, Bond and Company, W i l l i a m  Clay,  b r o t h e r  of E l i z a b e t h  

Clay Lees, having t aken  William Lees '  p l a c e  a t  New C a s t l e .  The 

wharf a t  t h e  end o f  Packet A l l ey  was t h e n  known as ~ o n d ' s  wharf. 

About 1008 t h i s  l a r g e  p rope r ty  of  William Lees was s o l d  t o  

s e t t l e  h i s  New C a s t l e  e s t a t e ,  t o  John Oardiner  and Woodbridge 

* D r .  Brch iba ld  Hamilton o f  Annapolis 
L 
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Odlin o f  Ph i l ade lph ia .  This p l o t  on the  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  S t r and  

then included #25 t o  #33 i n c l u s i v e .  There was on i t  a t  t h e  t ime 

of purchase by the P h i l a d e l p h i a  merchants a b r i ck  and a frame 

house occupied as t ave rn  and s t o r e ,  two frame warehouses, the 

whole wi th  t h e  wharves cover ing "an a c r e  more o r  l e s s . "  I n  

1818, James blcCullough Jr. of  New C a s t l e  bought t h e  proper ty .  I n  

1807, McCullough had bought t h e  l e a s e  ho ld  of #28, t11e no r th  p a r t  

of t h e  church l o t .  I n  1818, he bought a l s o  t h e  former t ave rn  and 

dwel l ing of Judge C u r t i s ,  #30 t h e  Strand.  

James McCullough opera ted  a l a r g e  merchant bus ines s  t o g e t h e r  

with t h e  t a v e r n  house on t h e  s i t e  o f  #25, con t inuous ly  improving 

h i s  p rope r ty  u n t i l  t h e  f i r e  of 1824 des t royed  warehouses and 

t a v e r n  and a l l  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  on h i s  r i v e r s i d e  p r o p e r t y  as wel l  

as those  on t h e  west s i d e  of  t h e  S t rand .  A f t e r  t h e  f i re ,  between 

1824 and 1827, James McCullough b u i l t  t h e  row o f  b r i c k  houses ,  #25 

t o  #33. 

The co rne r  house #25 o f  James McCullough, was a b r i c k  s t o r e -  

house and n o t  a dwel l ing.  E i t h  r e b u i l t  s t o re - houses  and wharves 

a t  t h e  back, James hfccullough Jr. cont inued  h is  merchant bus iness .  

A f t e r  h i s  dea th  i n  1836, h i s  son James McCullough I11 a long  with 

W i l l i a m  McCullough c a r r i e d  on the  bus ines s .  I n  1847 N i l l i a m  Jan- 

v i e r  had t h i s  p rope r ty  and t h e  fo l lowing  yea r  t h e  f i r m  of Crip-  

pen and Lawbson cont inued  t h e  bus ines s ,  fo l lowed a f t e r  t e n  y e a r s ,  

by Cleland and Doughton and then by James Crippen a lone.  



I n  1866, David Boulden bought #25 w i  t hou t  any of t h e  a d j o i n-  

ing p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  nor th .  He l a t e r  en l a rged  t h e  b r i c k  s t o r e -  

house, improved t h e  wharves and cont inued a merchant bus ines s  on 

t h i s  s i t e  u n t i l  h i s  dea th ,  t h e  p rope r ty  descended t o  h i s  wife and 

f i n a l l y  t o  h i s  daughter  Agnes Boulaen, who s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  

Mrs. P h i l i p  La i rd ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner, 1929. 


