
River Side of the Strand Between 
Celnware and Harmony Streets 

B-10, opposite the Garden north of the 
Read House, comprising #47 (removed) and 
#49. both owned bv Mrs. Philip Laird 

In the Dutch period, this river lot, comprising what became 

847 and #49, was 63' on the Strand, opposite the house and lot of 

the first known owner, Yiilliam l.!aurits, a Dutch citizen of English 

birth, who was tobacco inspector at Fort Casimir in 1656. The 

Dutch director of Kew Amstel, Jacob Alrich, who arrived in April 

1657, bought house and lot. He died in 1659, and the next record 

found is in 1667, when the English governor confirmed the property 

to the Dutch Hendrick Jansen Van Jeveren. The succeeding owners, 

Cornelius Jorrison, Gerrit Otto, Jan Harmonson, all belonged to 

+ ' families settled on the river in the Dutch period. 

The first English owner known after William Morris, was Jo- 

seph Wood, who had the property in 1701, when he acquired the bank 

lot opposite. Joseph Wood, gentleman, was appointed sheriff by 

William Penn that same year at the request of Tessel Alrichs who 

declined reappointment. Vood died in 1721, and his son, Joseph Jr., 

sold the bank lot to John Richardson*, merchant, of Christiana who 

was buying other property in New Castle about this time. Richard- 

son, by will, of 1755, left the bank lot with its appurtenances to 

hie son Joseph. Joseph's daughter Sarah Richardson, who married 

Nicholas Waln, inherited. 

* He wae John Richardson Jr., son of John Richardson Sr. of New 
Castle, who died in 1710, leaving two sons, John and Richard. 
The brother of John Sr. was Jo~eph of Glemford Bridge, England. 



What use Joseph Wood, John Rlchardeon, h i s  son Joseph and son- 

in-law Nicholas t a l n ,  made of t h i s  water l o t  is not known, except 

tha t  the re  was a wharf on it and perhaps warehouses, f o r  Richard- 

son Sr., d id  a large  merchandising business, and is believed t o  

have owned one or  more sloops, plying the  Delaware River and t h e  

Chr is t ina  t o  h i s  p lan ta t ion  and warehouse at  Christ iana,  

I n  1797, Nicholas and Sarah Waln sold  t o  W i l l i a m  Aull t h e i r  

water l o t  63' on Front S t r e e t  by 600' deep i n t o  the  r i ve r .   or 
the Aull family, see  Second S t r e e t  summary.) Soon a f t e r  his  pur- 

chase, W i l l i a m  Aull divided the 63' p lo t  i n t o  two unequal p a r t s  on 

the  Strand and on the l a r g e r  north pa r t ,  40' wide b u i l t  the two- 

w * s to ry  frame dwelling house, #49, t h a t  was l a t e r  changed i n t o  two 

dwelling houses and more recent ly  returned t o  its o r ig ina l  form, 

He then b u i l t  a three- story br ick  house on the smaller p a r t ,  

s e t t i n g  the  house on the  l i n e  of the  Read l o t  t o  the south and 

leaving an a l l e y  between the  brick house and h i s  frame messuage, 

the  smaller p lo t ,  including the  house, being 23' on the  Strand. 

The br ick houee of W i l l i a m  Aull,  #47, he and h i s  wife Raehel 

sold  i n  1800 t o  James and Samuel Caldwell as tenaa t s  i n  common 

for  $4,000, on the  p l o t  83' x 600' .  In  1801 Jamea Caldwell and 

. S1r .h  hie wife sold  t h i s  same property t o  James M. Broom, 'now of 



On A p r i l  24, 1806, James M. Broom a d v e r t i s e d  t h i s  house f o r  

s a l e ,  i n  t h e  Mirror  o f  t h e  T m  ( ~ i l m i n ~ t o n ) ,  as h i s  "house and 

l o t  i n  Front  S t r e e t ,  oppos i t e  t h e  l a t e l y  e r e c t e d  house of  George 

Read Esq., 28 f e e t  on Front S t r e e t  and 600 f e e t  deep i n t o  t h e  

r i v e r .  The house i s  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  n e a r l y  new, and n e a t l y  f i n -  

i shed ,  well  s u i t e d  t o  any person i n  t r a d e  o r  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  f o r  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  not  on ly  c e n t r a l  bu t  handsome and p l e a s a n t e n  

A s  p a r t  of Broom's e s t a t e  i n  1829,  #47 was s o l d  by t h e  

s h e r i f f  t o  Edward T a t n a l l  f o r  $1,450. The nex t  s a l e  was by Ta t -  

n a l l  t o  James Blount f o r  $900 i n  1844. 

In  1855, E i l l i a m  Couper , who then  owned t h e  Read house bank 

l o t ,  made a conveyance t o  James Blount ,  f o r  one c e n t  annual  pay- 

ment, t h e  r i g h t  n t o  use  t h e  window now opened i n  t h e  lower s t o r y  

of t h e  sou th  west end of h i s  b r i c k  house on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  side of 

Front  S t r e e t ,  a d j o i n i n g  and bounding on t h e  vacant  l o t  l a t e l y  of  

Mary 0 .  Read, now of s a i d  William Couper f o r  and du r ing  any num- 

ber  of y e a r s  t h e  s a i d  W i l l i a m  Couper may f i n d  i t  convenient  o r  

agreeable .  )I 

From James Blount  and Lydia h i s  wife ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  came i n t o  

poseeseion o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  John and S a l l y  Ann Blount.  I n  1925,  

John Blount s o l d  t o  John Elkin&ton, "a l l  t h a t  messusge known as  

#47 t h e  S t r a n d e n  Elk ing ton  s o l d  t o  Lydia C. La i rd  i n  1926. Mr. 

e and Mrs. P h i l i p  La i rd ,  l a t e r  removed t h i s  house. 



W i l l i a m  Aul l  d i ed  i n  1803, l e a v i n g  an o l d e r  b r o t h e r  James i n  

I r e l a n d ,  and a  younger b r o t h e r ,  John A u l l ,  a c a r p e n t e r ,  i n  Xew 

C a s t l e ,  and s i s t e r s ,  Mrs. Jane  Aul l  B l a i r ,  a widow i n  New C a s t l e ,  

Mary Aul l ,  s p i n s t e r ,  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and Mrs. John IdcDonald 

 a art ha) i n  I r e l and .  William's b r o t h e r ,  John A u l l ,  s o l d  #49 i n  
I -- - - -  - . .. < 

1826 t o  E l i j a h  start,! who d iv ided  the  house i n t o  two p r o p e r t i e s ,  : 1 
L -  - 

#49 and #51, each about 1 9 '  f r o n t  by 600' deep, t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  

s e p a r a t e  p a r t s  beginning i n  1852. A f t e r  numerous changes of 

ownership of t h e  s e p a r a t e  par ts ,  they  came i n t o  posses s ion  o f  

one owner, Lydia C .  La i rd ,  who s t i l l  owns #49. 

No i n d i c a t i o n  of u s e  o the r  than  a s  dwel l ing  houses has been 

found i n  wills and inden tu re s  connected with #47 and #49. Nei ther  

i s  t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  i n  any deeds ,  w i l l s  o r  o t h e r  sou rces  that  

t h e s e  houses were damaged by t h e  f i r e  of 1824. The s a l e  p r i c e  o f  

$4,000 i n  1800 compared with  $1,450 a t  s h e r i f f  s a l e  i n  1829,  may 
may 

or/not  i n d i c a t e  damage a s  well  as d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and change i n  prop- 

e r t y  values .  The f i r e  on t h e  west s i d e  of t he  S t r and  was s topped 

a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  Read house. Even t h e  o l d  frame house nex t  t o  Read's  

a l l e y ,  was saved by t h e  f i remen and c i t i z e n s .  That John S t e e l e ,  

one of t h e  h e i r s  o f  W i l l i a m  Au l l  with ownership i n t e r e s t  I n  both 

#53 and #55 ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of #47 and #49, is l i s t e d  as l o s i n g  two 

bu i ld ings  i n  1824, John Au l l ,  with i n t e r e s t  i n  #53 as l o s i n g  one 

bu i ld ing  and James McCallmont a t  t h e  corner  o f  t h e  S t r and  and Har- 
u 

mony, as l o e i n g  one, i n d i c a t e s  that  t h e s e  were t h e  warehouses behind 



t h e  houses,  n e a r e r  t h e  wharves, a l l  of which were dest royed.  The 

open Read bank l o t ,  120 '  along t h e  S t r a n d  and the  r i v e r ,  with no 

bu i ld ings  and on ly  a small l and ing  wharf a t  t h e  sho re ,  obviously  

broke t h e  sweep of t h e  f i r e  up t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  S t rand  except  

f o r  t h e  back bu i ld ings  and any p a r t i a l  damage t h a t  may have been 

done t o  t h e  houses f r o n t i n g  t h e  s t r e e t .  A 1 1  of  t h e s e  houses,  #47 

t o  #55, were i n  use as dwell ing houses i n  1826, desc r ibed  as t h e y  

were before  t h e  f i r e .  The b u i l d i n g s  l o s t  by the owners o f  t h e s e  

houses i n  t h e  f i r e ,  viere "dest royed by t h e  f i r e " ,  so  far as K i l -  

mington newspapers a r e  r e l i a b l e  record .  

W i l l i a m  Au l l ,  who b u i l t  #49 f i r s t ,  t hen  #47, and soon a f t e r -  

ward, #53 and #55, appears  i n  t h e  1804 inden tu re  o f  power of a t -  

to rney  t o  John Aul l  fo l lowing  t h e  d e a t h  of W i l l i a m ,  as f o r n e r l y  

of Newtoan, Lunmarvady ( ? )  i n  I r e l a n d ,  " dea l e r  and chapmann (mer- 

chan t )  who s a i l e d  from Londonderry t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  about  1784, 

and then  s e t t l e d  i n  New C a s t l e .  He i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  minutes  

of t h e  town commissioners f o r  1797, as  Capta in  W i l l i a m  Aul l .  


