
THE DUTCH CHURCY 

The bui ld ing was a houee on t he  S t ra rd  
belonging t o  Andries Hudde i n  1657 

Andries Hudde 

1629 - Came t o  New Netherland. 

1645-1651 - Served a s  Commisary a t  Fort  Nassau up the  r i v e r  
( s i t e  of Gloucester) . 

1651 t o  Nov. o r  Dec. 1654 - Served the  Dutch a t  For t  Casimir; 
remained long enough under Ris ing t o  make a ''map 
of the  r i v e r  and o ther  drawings" and re turned t o  
Manhattan. 

1655 - Came back as nSecretary and surveyorn under Stuyvesant 
a t  F o r t  Casimir. 

1666 - A member of t he  Council with the  Vice-director  Jacquet. 
Retaining o f f i c e  of  Secre tary  and Surveyor. 

1667 - Continued his  o f f i c e  under Alr ichs  when New Amstel be- 
b came the  property of the  Ci ty  of  Amsterdam. 

1660 - June 5 - Lef t  New Amstel t o  serve a s  nC1erk and Readern 

for t h e  West I nd i a ' s  Company's t o m  a t  For t  Altena 
( ~ i l m i n g t o n ) .  

1663 - October - Received h i s  discharge from the  West Ind ia  
Company's s e rv i ce  - s t a r t e d  with h i s  family f o r  Maryland 
where he was going i n t o  business - but  died of  "a v io l en t  
fevern a t  Appoqueneme (Odessa) on t he  way. 

S i t s  of  Dutch Church and Churchvarq 

1666 - November 30 - Grant o r  confirmation to Bndries Hudde - 
none l o t  f o r  a house and garden s i t u a t e  on t he  South 
River of New Netherland near  Fo r t  Casimir being i n  
number t he  16th between t he  l o t s  of  Jan Andriessen and 
Sander Fenix; it measures on t h e  road i n  f r o n t  s i x ty -  
t h r e e  f e e t  Rhineland measure and on both s ide8  t h r ee  
hundred f e e t ,  a t  t he  r e a r  f i f t y - s i x  fee t .  
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1657 - Andries Mudde "sold tho house t o  the  Dir_o_cspr, Jacob 
Alrichs i n  ---- t h e  presence - ----- of  the --- Sch_epens --------- and nunlci-  
pa l i ty .  t o  bs~s_ed_a~-_c_hr,c_h-for  the b e n e f i t  of t h ~  
comunlty.  as2hich i t  wtls .st112 used",  he  sa id  i n  
wri t ing t o  Stuyvesant i n  1662, while still t ry ing  t o  
ge t  t h e  balance due ki ic  on the house. Alr ichs  never  
paid; h i s  successor,  Director dtHinojossa a f t e r  great- 
pressure paid ha l f  - and Hudte is  s t i l l  t ry ing  t o  col-  
l e c t  t he  r e s t .  Fernoa - Documents XII, 374. 

Church m d  School 

1657 - A p r i l  25 - The Schoolmaster, Everet Tie tersen ,  a r r ived  
i n  New Anstel with Vice-director  Jacob Bl r i chs ;  i n  Aug- 
u s t  he m o t e  home t h a t  he had 25 chi ldren  I n  school, 
*but I have no paper nor pens for  the  use of the ch i ld-  
ren, nor s l a t e s  and penci ls .  A s  soon as winter begins 
and they can no longer work on the s o i l ,  old and young 
w i l l  come t o  school and l e a r n  t o  read and write." This 
is from a l e t t e r  t o  Holland request ing suppl ies  and en- 
closing a l is t  of books e t c .  required f o r  h i s  work. 
Translated i n  ~ c c l e s i a s t i c g ~ R e c ~ r d 8 ,  N. Y. Vole I ,  
p.  401-03. 

1657 - Everet P ie te r sen ,  the  school teacher ,  was a l s o  the  "corn- 
f o r t e r  of the  s i ck  and reader  of the  Xord of ~ o d " ,  u n t i l  
a clergyman was sent  over, With 25 pupi ls  and t he  adu l t s  
expected it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the  house used as  a church was 
a l s o  a school house. Andrles Hudde may have l e n t  the  
house f o r  t h e  church and school i n  April  with the teach- 
e r  came, u n t i l  he sold  it t o  the d i r ec to r  i n  August. 

1657 - August 21 - The Rev. Everardus Welius a r r ived  a t  New 
Amstel - afterwhich time regular  se rv ices  were held  i n  
one of the  houses near the f o r t ,  which was remodeled 
with boards from For t  Orange on the Hudson during t he  
winter months. B.B. OICallaghan, Documents (His to r i -  
ca l  Records) I1 p. 114-5, 61, 68. Fernow, Document8 
(N. Y. H i s to r i ca l  Recordc) XII-, 374. 

1669 - Summer - The Church was enlarged by one-half. OICallaghan 
11, 69, 61, 111; Pernow =I, 352, 363, 431, 474 
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1657 - Source o f  i n f o r m t i o n  t h a t  t h e  house used a s  a church 
was worked on by c a r p e n t e r s  i n  t h e  win te r  of 1657 - i s  
i n  a  l e t t e r  of Skipper  Jacob Jansen  Hays (who brought 
t h e  boards from For t  Orange t o  liew C a s t l e )  - t o  t h e  
commissionere i n  Holland - "I gave 35 days wi th  my ca r-  
p e n t e r  and p i l o t ;  he  ( ~ i r e c t o r  A l r i c h s )  promised t o  pay 
me---but when t h e  work a ~ d  a l s o  t h e  church and guard-  
house were finished, he pu t  me o f f  and pa id  me i n  sweet  
words; but  he pa id  my c a r p e n t e r  and p i l o t . "  
OICallahan - Documents I1 114-15. 

A l r i c h l s  s i d e  of t h i s  s t o r y  is  h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  Stuyvesant  
t o  pay tho Skipper  - because he ,  k l r i c h s ,  d i d  no t  y e t  
have t h e  beavers  a t  Kew hmstel t o  pay - and he doesn ' t  
want t o  g i v e  anybody cause  f o r  complaining f o r  l a c k  o f  
payment. 
L e t t e r  of March 30th,  1657 - Fernow, p a  208. 

(Carpente rs  were r e g u l a r l y  pa id  i n  beavers  a t  New 
Amstel a t  t h i s  per iod . )  

1659 - Dec. 1 2  - nThe church now c o n s i s t s  o f  s i x t y  members. 
I t  has  t h e r e f o r e  been g r e a t l y  s t rengthened ,  fo rmer ly  
having had on ly  n ine teen ."  

L e t t e r  from t h e  congrega t ion  of t h e  church t o  t h e  
c l a s s e s  of Amsterdam, t r a n s l a t e d  in  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
Records, N. Y. 1 4 5 7 - 8 .  

1660 - June 14-30 -  our our s o l d i e r s  and o t h e r s  have t o l d  
me, tha t  t h e  savages had an e n t i r e  anker  o f  a n i s e -  
l i q u o r  on t h e  S t r and  near  t h e  church and sat  around 
i t  -dr ink ing n 

N.  Y. Colonial  Records X I I ,  318. 
Beekman t o  Stuyvesant  

1662 - May 1 2  - Beekman t o  S tuyvesan t  -"On t h e  30th  o f  March 
I went t o  New Amstel t o  examine t h e  p l aca rd  c l o s e l y ,  
bu t  could n o t  f i n d  i t ,  a s  on ly  one had been pos ted  on 
t h e  church door, which is said t o  have been taken off  
by Edr. Kip -a t  n i g h t ,  who t h e r e f o r e  is  a s s a i l e d  by t h e  
s h e r i f f  (who s tood  i n  t h e  church with h i s  s e r v a n t ) ,  s o  
that  I cannot say  with t r u t h  whether t h e  i n t e r d i c t  con- 
c e r n s  on ly  the  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  New Amstel o r  everybody." 

1669 - May 28 - (Or ig ina l  Land T i t l e s ,  p. 159) - "A confirma- 
t i o n  g ran ted  t o  Bernard Eken f o r  a house and garden i n  
Delaware.....whereas t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  house and gar-  

den i n  t h e  town of  N e w  Castle.....now i n  t h e  t e n u r e  or  
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occupat ion of Bernard Ekon i n  h i s  own r i g h t  t h e  s a i d  
garden conta in ing  i n  b read th  s i x t y  f o o t  and i n  l e n g t h  
t h r e e  hundred being bounded t o  ye west wi th  t h e  church 
yard ,  t o  ye e a s t  with I s a a c  Fynes and t o  t h e  n o r t h  with 
t h e  mart." 

The o r i g i n a l  p a t e n t  i s  a t  Dover. 

1679 - January - Court  Records 11, p. 277 - Thomas Harwood, who 
has  been awarded a Judgment of 51 g i l d e r s  and 10 s t y v e r s  
a g a i n s t  Jacob Vandever, g i v e s  t h i s  money toward r e p a i r i n g  
t h e  o l d  church o r  bu i ld ing  a new church. 

Ib id .  - p. 287 - Henry S a l t e r  is f i n e d  100 g i l d e r s  i n  
c o u r t  and ordered  t o  pay t h i s  wi th  t h e  c o s t s  - f o r  t h e  
r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  church.  

1677 - May 15 - Court  Records I ,  p. 80 - Marten Rosemont, war- 
den o f  t h e  church having d i ed ,  Hendrick Williams and 
John Harmens a r e  appointed i n  h i s  p l a c e  f o r  a year .  

June 4 - Court  Records I ,  p. 210 - The c o u r t  a s s i g n s  t h e  
s e t t l i n g  and r e g u l a t i n g  of t h e  church affairs  t o  John 
Moll and P e t e r  A l r i chs .  

1678 - November - Moll and A l r i c h s  a r e  charged with r e p a i r i n g  
t h e  church, t h e  c o s t  t o  be r a i s e d  by t a x  i f  no money is 
s t i l l  due on the Reader ' s  l i s t .  

1678 - ~ e c e r n b e r 3 d C o u r t  Records I ,  p. 261 - The c o u r t  o rdered  
that 500 o r  600 a c r e s  i n  t h e  most convenient  p l a c e  be 
l a i d  ou t  f o r  g l e b e  land  f o r  a m i n i s t e r  with f i t  porpor-  
t i o n  of  marsh (meadow) - and a l o t  i n  town 120  x 300 t o  
b u i l d  a house f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r ;  a l s o  a l o t  "60 f e e t  broadn 
f o r  a school ;  and that  a s i t e  be chosen f o r  b u i l d i n g  a 
church,  and f o r  a new churchyard i n  t h e  f i t t e s t  and best 
p l ace .  

1680 - November - Court Records I ,  p. 440 - The c o u r t  a s s i g n s  a 
f i n e  of 6 pounds a g a i n s t  a defendant  - t o  t h e  u se  of t h e  
church. 

1683 - According t o  Penn's o r d e r ,  t h e  weekly hours  and p l a c e  of 
p o s t i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  ma i l ,  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  mail s e r v i c e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by him between Ph i l ade lph ia  and New Caa t l e ,  
r a a  t o  be pos ted  on t h e  "meeting house doorn and o t h e r  
p u b l i c  p laces .  
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1695 - A p r i l  1 9  - I n  t he  w i l l  of Ambrose Baker, a f t e r  d i spos ing  
of h i s  e s t a t e ,  he  says, "except t e n  pounds which I give  
a t  t h e  decease of my s a i d  wife t o  t h e  poor belonging t o  
t h e  Dutch church i n  t h e  town ofNew Cast le ."  
N.C.C. *EWill Recordn,  B-1,  51. 

Shows t h a t  t h e  Dutch church Kas s t i l l  t h e  recognized 
church. The f i r s t  P resby te r i an  i s  s a i d  t o  have preached 
i n  it i n  1698. 


