
THIRD STRSdT 

L #18 and #20, f o r m e r l y  t h e  60' P l o t  of 
N a t h a n i e l  S i l s b e e  S r .  #18 t h e  p r e s e n t  
7 i i l l i a m  l3. Idyers h o u s e ,  2nd Jf20, the 

 resent Theodore B t k i n s o n  h o u s e ,  

(See  Pho tos  #76 and #75) 

The s o u t h  half of t h e  1 2 0 '  p l o t  s ~ l d  by hmbrose Zacker  i n  

1693  t o  l i a r t i n  ;,:artinson and I r e ~ t  by : : a r t inson  when h e  s o l d  t h e  

n o r t h  h a l f  t o  John C a l v s r t  ( x h i c h  was l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  

~ ~ r c h i b a l d  Alexander  pro?crt: ;  v ) #26-28 )  - came i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  Adam Hay ( o r i g i n a l  s p e l l i n g  by t h e  c o u r t  c l e r k s  i s  I k e y  o r  I k y )  

a b o u t  1709. Adan Ray s o l d  t h i s  50 '  t o  Thomas ;.:orton, f rom nhom 

a b o u t  1767 K a t h a n i a l  S i l s b e e ,  b r i c k l a y e r ,  bought  "house" and 6~ ' 
l o t ,  1 7 2 '  deep,  b e t x e e n  T h i r d  and Four th  S t r e e t s .  The p l o t  was 

(i bounded s o u t h  by t h e  s o u t h  l i n e  of ? r e s e n t  ~ i l s b e e ' s  A l l e y .  Xath- 

miel S i l s b e e  r e - f e n c e d  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  h is  60 '  l o t  t o  l e a v e  

open a s i x - f o o t  a l l e y  'oetueen t h e  two s t r s e t s .  I n  h i s  w i l l  he 

2 r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  a l l e y  b e  k a ~ t  f o r e v e r  a p u b l i c  r i g h t  o f  way. 

The house and l o t ,  t h u s  r e s t r i c t e d ,  was l e f t  i n  1772 by 

i i a t h a n i e l  S r .  t o  h i s  son  D r .  K a t h a n i e l  S i l s b e e  Jr . ,  v!ho i n  1779,  

s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  R o b e r t  i i i l e y ,  b l a c k s m i t h ,  " f o r  100 pounds 

i n  noney of t h e  Delaware S t a t e .  II 

i J a than le l  S i l s b e e  K ~ S  t h e  s o n  of  a Sarmel  S i l s b e e ,  house  

c a r p e n t e r ,  vrho d i e d  i n  1714 ,  l e a v i n g  a wife Z l i ze .be th ,  h i s  son  

N a t h a n i e l  and a d a u g h t e r  .':ary (she m a r r i e d  P h i l i p  J a n v i e r ) .  Ti3 

t h e s e  h e i r s  he  w i l l e d  a l l  h i s  p r o p e r t y .  .A s t u d y  of t h e  S i l s b e e  

f a m i l y ,  f r o n  r i l l e  and p r o p e r t y  i n d e n t u r e s ,  i n d i c a t e s  a c o l a t e r a l  



r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( t hey  were probably second. o r  t h i r d  cous ins )  between 

Samuel S i l s b e e ,  house c a r p e n t e r ,  f a t h e r  of  Nathaniel  and t h e  l a t e r  

S m u e l  ~ i l s b h e  (grandson (7) of  a Samuel S i l s b e e ,  b lacksmith ,  who 

was dead i n  1734) ,  whose wife xas Ivfary, and who l e f t  t h e  Dutch 

house p rope r ty  t o  h i s  nidov and h i s  two sons ,  Joseph and John,  end 

who a l s o  hsd a daughter Xary mho was l a t e r  LIary S i l s b e e  Thompson. 

The w i l l  of ~ ~ a t h a n i e l ' s  f a t h e r  Samuel, t he  house c s r p e n t e r ,  g iven 

by h i s  son i n  a deed and c i t e d  by h i n  i n  another  deed as f i l e d  

'i:ith t h e  R e g i s t e r ,  vias a f t e r v ~ a r d  l o s t ,  and st a l a t e r  t ime,  an a t -  

to rney  who wrote z deed f o r  p r o r e r t y  of t h i s  f i r s t  Samuel, ass igned  

1 h i s  h e i r s  under t h e  w i l l  of t h e  t h i r d  Samuel whose w i l l ,  proved i n  

1 1751, was a t  t h e  t ime,  f i l e d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t e r ' s  o f f i c e .  Only a f t e r  
' u  

a l l  t h e  S i l s b e e  deeds and w i l l s  o f  r eco rd  were read  and compared 

i n  t h i s  s ea rch  could t h e  s e v e r a l  S i l s b e e  p r o p e r t i e s  on t h i s  block 

of  Third  S t r e e t ,  by c l e a r l y  def ined  and t h e i r  a i d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

the  bounds and owners of z d j a c e n t  p r o p e r t i e s  made use of .  

#20 Third  S t r e e t  

Rober t  X i l ey ' s  p rope r ty ,  60' wide on Third  S t r e e t  and 172'  

deep, con ta in ing  S i l s b e e ' s  6 '  a l l e y  on i t s  sou th  s i d e ,  i s  r e f e r r e d  

t o  i n  i nden tu re s  f o r  t h e  proper ty  t o  t h s  n o r t h  of i t ,  as Rober t  

71 i ley ' s  "frame dwel l ing and l o t  of ground." The frame dwel l ing was 

on t h e  s i t e  i n  1759, when Kathanie l  S i l s b e e  S r .  bought i t  from 

Thomas hlorton, and it may have been b u i l t  i n  ivIsrtin ~ ~ r t i m o n ' s  

C )  time. This e a r l y  frame house i s  be l ieved  t o  be i nco rpo ra t ed  as 

part of t h e  p re sen t  f r m e d w e l l i n g  now #20, t h e  p r e s e n t  f r o n t  part 

having been added and modified a t  varicnzs l a t e r  t i n e s .  W i l l i a m  B, * 



Xyers, p r e sen t  owner o f  #18, t h e  o r i g i n a l  house on t h i s  sou th  

p a r t  of t h i s  S i l s b e e  p l o t ,  says  t h e  back p a r t  of #20 i s  t h e  o l d  

frame dwel l ing,  and ;cage Hodney has  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  dwel- 

l i n g s  a t  t h i s  end of t h e  block were s e t  back f u r t h e r  than  t h e  

l a t e r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e .  Uates and d e t a i l s  of t he  mod i f i ca t ions  of 

t h e  e a r l y  house have no t  y e t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  search.  

$18 Third  S t r e e t  

The p r e s e n t  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  dv:ellinp, a d j o i n i n g  Kathznie l  

S i l s b e e t s  a l l e y  between Thi rd  S t r e e t  and Fourth  S t r e e t  where Na- 

t h a n i e l  had h i s  own dwel l ing  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  s t r e e t ,  was 

e s t i l l  i n  t h e  Wiley fami ly  i n  1801, when P e t e r  Crowding of P h i l a -  

de lph ia  (who had j u s t  b u i l t  t h e  George Bead Jr .  house on t h e  
-.- 

S t r a n d )  b u i l t  t h i s  one f o r  John ; t i l e ~ .  The house i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of  t h e  work of P e t e r  Crowding i n  Tiew C a s t l e ,  wi th  some i n d i v i d u a l  

f e a t u r e s ,  l i k e  t h e  c e n t r a l  chimney. The d e c o r a t i v e  work, s o  

e l a b o r a t e  i n  t h e  Read house i s  h e r e  r e s t r a i n e d  and s i m p l i f i e d ,  

t o  s u i t  more modest means o r  a p l a i n e r  t a s t e .  

The John Xiley house came i n t o  possess ion  of a Jeremiah Bow- 

man, c a r g e n t e r  and b u i l d e r ,  who had t h e  1umber.yard nex t  t o  Riddle  

and B i rd  on t h e  S t rand  a t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  g r e a t  f i r e  of 1824 and 

l a t e r  t o  t h e  G e m i l l  family .  I t  is  now owned by William G .  :dyers, 

son-in- law of  ldrs. Zachariah G e m i l l .  Before  t h e  depress ion ,  t h i s  

0 
house, with a l l  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  windori b l i n d s ,  

waa maintained i n  outward p e r f e c t  r e p a i r .  



The h i s t o r y  of  bo th  #18 and #ZO proves  t h e  worth o f  t h e s e  

two bu i ld ings .  #18 sho1;fs i n  i t s  p re sen t  c o n d i t i o n  i t s  a r c h i t e c -  

t u r a l  value  and would take  very  l i t  Lle ~ o r k  t o  p l a c e  i n  good con- 

d i t i o n .  #20 on t h e  contrziry hag been s o  a l t e r e d  bnd added t o ,  

t h a t  i t s  p re sen t  outivzrd appearsnce shows l i t t l e  i f  any  a r c h i t e c -  

t u r s l  mer i t  o r  q u a l i t i e s  t o  ~ i v e  i t  a p l ace  o n  s n  i z p o r t a n t  o l d  

s t r e e t  of t h e  to1r.n. This  r e p o r t  ~~yould a d v i s e  a f u r t h e r  search  

and s tudy  of t h i s  s i t e  t o  see i f  p a r t s - 3 f  t h i s  house could be 

preserved o r  r e s t o r e d .  


