
THIRD STRWT - #8, THE DORSEY HOUSB 

L P a r t  o f  Or ig ina l  Ambrose Backer P r o p e r t y  
(See I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Summary of Kensey Johns House #2) 
Presen t  Owner - Mrs, Margaret J a n v i e r  Holcomb, Mrs. 

Sophie J a n v i e r  P y l e ,  e t  sl 

The f i r s t  s a l e  of  t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  Ambrose Backer p rope r ty  tha t  

was the o r i g i n a l  s i t e  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  #8, was i n  1718,  when Edward 

Cole,  a  cooper (son- in- law o f  Ambrose Backer) and h i s  wife ,  E s t h e r ,  

conveyed t o  Jonathan Savage a 30' l o t  between t h e  30'  l o t  of Sam- 

u e l  S i l s b q e  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and C o l e ' s  home p rope r ty  ( t h e  Kensey 

Johns s i t e )  t o  t h e  sou th ,  and extending 169 '  from t h e  Green t o  

Beaver S t r e e t ,  f o r  20 pounds s i l v e r  money. 

Co le ' s  he i r s  had t h i s  p i e c e  of t h e  p rope r ty  back, s o  t h e  "sale1' 

may have been a mortgage, and t h e  s i t e  cont inued a s  p a r t  of  the  140 '  

x 170'  co rne r  p l o t .  Richard G r i f f i t h  Jr. ,  yeoman, who be fo re  1767 

was i n  posses s ion  o f  the  whole 140 f e e t  from Delaware S t r e e t  t o  t h e  

Samuel S i l s b e e  l o t  ( s i t e  of # l o  and #12) ,  i n h e r i t e d  the proper ty .  

H i s  grandmother, t h e  r eco rds  i n d i c a t e ,  was Ann, t h e  daughter  o f  Ed- 

ward Cole. 

The s i t e  of #8 cont inued a s  a p a r t  o f  the 140 '  x  1 7 0 ~  corner  

p rope r ty  when conveyed by G r i f f i t h  t o  John Thompson f o r  45 pounds, 

i n  1769; by Thompson t o  Will iam McKennan, and by h r i l l i a m  McKennan 

t o  Kensey Johns S r .  f o r  350 pounds, i n  1788, 

The fo l lowing  year  Kensey Johns s o l d  t o  Joseph Boggs a p i e c e  

of  ground which included t h e  s i t e  of #8, having on i t  a small 

m - b r i c k  house and ex tending  back from Third  S t r e e t  on ly  a p a r t  of the 

169 '  depth.  I n  1792, Kensey Johns bought back t h e  house and l o t  on 

t h e  s i t e  o f  #8, t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  ad jo in ing  l o t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  s i t e  
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of #10 and #12. I n  1794 he  s o l d  t o  Nicho las  Van Dyke t h e  younger,  

t h e  sma l l  b r i c k  house on a l a r g e r  l o t ,  42s '  a long  T h i r d  S t r e e t ,  

beg inn ing  22'  from t h e  o f f i c e  of h i s  house  and ex t end ing  abou t  

135' deep toward F o u r t h  S t r e e t ,  f o r  250 pounds. 

- I n  1797,  Nicho las  Van Dyke s o l d  t h e  s i t e  o f  #8,  w i t h  t h e  b r i c k  

house ,  t o  Jeremiah Bovman f o r  600 pounds. The l o t  began on T h i r d  

S t r e e t  a t  a p o i n t  22' from the  o f f i c e  of  Kensey John ' s  house ,  r a n  

26 '  n o r t h  a long t h a t  s t r e e t ,  extended back  55' a long  t h e  n o r t h  

wall o f  t h e  house and i n  a  l i n e  from it toward Four th  S t r e e t  and 

t h e r e  widened 9 '  ( a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  9 '  a l l e y )  t o  a back width  of 

35'. On t h e  s i d e  nex t  t o  Kensey Johns  i t  extended back i n  a 
c;- 

s t r a i g h t  l i n e  a d e p t h  o f  120  f e e t .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  Jeremiah 

Bowman s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  Ann M i l l e r ,  widov~, f o r  t h e  same amount 

h e  pa id  f o r  i t ,  600 pounds. 

Nicho las  Van Dyke's  s a l e  p r i c e ,  600 pounds, f o r  t h e  b r i c k  

house and l e s s  than  h a l f  t h e  ground t h a t  Van Dyke bought from 

Johns  f o r  250 pounds, must mean t h a t  Nicho las  Van Dyke en l a rged  

t h e  b r i c k  house o r  b u i l t  a  new f r o n t  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  

s x a l l  b r i c k  house. The deed t o  Jeremiah Bowman l o c a t e s  t h e  n o r t h  

wa l l  o f  t h e  house as b o r d e r i n g  t h e  a l l e y ,  where i t  s t i l l  is.  

Zimmerman, a  m a s t e r  c a r p e n t e r  of t h a t  day,  p robab ly  b u i l t  t h e  

house f o r  Van Dyke. 

Two y e a r s  a f t e r  she  bought  #8 from Jeremiah Bowman f o r  600 

pounds, Ann M i l l e r  bought from C h r i s t o p h e r  Zimmerman t h e  l o t  t o  

the n o r t h  of t h e  9 '  a l l e y  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  house.  This 
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garden l o t  16 ' -6"a long  Third S t r e e t ,  ran  back with  an o f f s e t  t o  

Fourth S t r e e t ,  g iving t o  nnn M i l l e r  possess ion  of t h e  a l l e y  and an 

o u t l e t  on t h e  back s t r e e t .  

Ann S i l s b e e  M i l l e r  was t h e  daughter  of Nathaniel  S i l s b e e  , br i ck-  

l a y e r ,  and granddaughter of Samuel S i l s b e e  I ,  c a r p e n t e r .  She mar- 

r i e d  Andrew M i l l e r  who owned p rope r ty  no r th  of New Cas t l e .  Ann S i l s -  

bee i n h e r i t e d  from h e r  f a t h e r  a sha re  i n  h i s  home p rope r ty  on Fourth 

S t r e e t  ad jo in ing  the  D r .  John Finiley p rope r ty  (Amstel ~ o u s e ) .  A t  

t h e  time Ann M i l l e r  bought #8  Third S t r e e t ,  she was l i v i n g  i n  F h i l a -  

de lph ia .  I n  1807, Ann Mi l l e r  and he r  son Joseph M i l l e r  s o l d  t h e  

house and l o t ,  #8 Thi rd  S t r e e t  and t h e  garden l o t  now # lo ,  t o  Ers .  
L- 

Ann Dorsey, widow, f o r  82,133.35. The d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  proper ty  

and s i z e s  of t h e  l o t s  a r e  t h e  same i n  t h i s  deed as i n  t h e  s a l e  by 

Kicholas Van Dyke t o  Jeremiah Bowman, and of t h e  garden l o t  i n  t h e  

s a l e  by Chr i s topher  Zimmerman t o  Ann M i l l e r .  

Louisa Dorsey, daughter  of Mrs. Ann Dorsey, marr ied George 

Read 111, Apr i l  19 ,  1810. She I n h e r i t e d  t h e  house. Her daughter  

Ann Dorsey Read marr ied  Capt. I .  S ,  K .  Reeves. The i r  daughter  

Anne Dorsey Reeves marr ied John H. Rodney. Mrs. Rodney i n h e r i t e d  

t h e  house and it now belongs t o  h e r  granddaughters:  Mrs. Margaret 

J a n v i e r  Holcomb, Mrs. Sophie J a n v i e r  Pyle  and t h e i r  cous ins .  


