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. , In t;he Cute3  ;:zrioci, t h e  Srec!: o r  ; .zr :<ct  i le.iIi extsnc',eCi t o  

Four th  ~ t r e s t ,  !.:rich ;,as th2 s i t s e  d c  t>e ItJez3scj koa'!  sf 

. - 
G p . r i ) -  szt-h g r c r , t ~ .  ..Q r;c.rji-d :c;z~ f o - ~ n d  cr sfiy l o t  zra;y;.ted 

- .  
1 .fizz yn:: l ich 2 a r i o d  c n -  on t'qe s i t e  of ~ r c s c l l t  y'i,:ird L t r a i : t  up*." &' ,.d 
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7 der  {;he Gulce sf y o r k ,  1 6 6 4  t o  1632.   he e a r l i e s t  ; z . ~ P . Y : ~  discov-  

- o,red i s  of 1671 t o  .-igr:ien f i ey i?z r se r~ ,  ~j l ro  l e  i n  ~ossession o f  one 

af t h e  t ~ ~ o  l o t s  t h e n  c ~ l  T n i r d  S t r e e t  'oot:::aen the 3 u t c h  house s i t e  

2nd ? r e s e n t  Hzrmony S t r e e t .  Ths i o t  t o  Reynersen v;as n e x t  t o  t h e  

Dutch h ~ u s e  s i t e ,  a b m t  73 '*  lwide and  bounced n o r t h  by t h e  l o t  o f  

Hans Baenssen ( u s u a l l y  a b b r e v i a t e d  t o  Eaens)  . 
Holcomb P r o ~ e r  - t v .  X44 

The Hans Baens p r o p e r t y ,  i n  1 6 7 1 ,  t h e  c o r n e r  s i t e ,  nos  #44, 

i s  n o t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  z n y  s u r v i v i n g  r e c o r d s  found i n  t h i s  s e a r c h .  

A f t e r  t h e  3 ~ 2 t h  o f  H s r ~ e n  Eeyns r sen ,  ovcmer o f  tine a d j o i n i n g  l o t ,  

h i s  wid or^, i n  1678 s o l d  "house and l o t "  t o  John Ogle. John Ogle 

a c q u i r e d  a l s o  t h i s  c o r n e r  p r o p e r t y  (#44) ,  f o r n e r l y  of  Hans Baens, 

n e x t  t o  Harmony S t r e e t .  About t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1687 t h e  widow 

of  John Og16 s o l d  t o  Ysndr lck  Vandenburg f o r  28 pounds "a c e r t a i n  

house  and l o t  o r  l o t s  of l a n d  --  bounded t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  vtith t h e  

Brewers S t r e e t  ( p r o s e n t  4 t h  S t r e e t ) ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  with t h e  

* The s u r v e y o r  i n  1771,  a b o u t  73  f e e t .  



x a r k e t  P l a c e  and t o  t h e  southr!est  a i t h  t h e  l o ~  house of  weorke 

( ~ d t c h  house s i t e ) ,  ccntalning i n  b r e a d t h  b e f o r e  &nd behind 

150 f e e t . ,  . . . e i t h  ( 3 1 1  tile b o u c i 2 ~ : :  c t c .  The viicith v;cis ~ikEirer 

133  E n ~ l i s h  f e e t  a s  succeed ing  i i ;denturss  ?.?ti p r e s e n t  ;rit?ldsi*reF.ents 

i n d i c a t e .  ilhetl?sr t h e  main house i s  or: t h e  c o r n e r  l o t  rJr i z  t h e  

ho-ase f o r ; s e r l y  of I ieynersen is  n o t  clear. 

I n  1 6 3 4 ,  John  i i i c h a r d s ~ n  o!r.xed. t h e  c o r n e r  i g t ,  d e s c r i b e c  a s  

8 8 '  y ~ i d a  ~vh ich  h e  s o l d  tki3', y e a r  t o  C o r n e l l u s  K e t t l e  of "S1::en- 

C wyck", who viith Ger ty ,  h i s  T::lle, i n  1724  s o l d  t h e  68 '  carrier l o t  

t o  James X e r r i w e a t h e r ,  ' r c u r r i e r "  f o r  G O  poands ,  t o g e t h e r  a i t h  a l l  

and s i n g u l a r  t h e  messuages,  h o u s e s ,  e t c .  Tha ; r i c e  ~ f o u l d  Eean 

t h a t  t h e r e  was a d ~ i e l l i n g  o r  b u i l d i n g  oc t h i s  c o r n e r  l o t  t h a t  was 

88 '  on t h e  Market P l a i n ,  1 6 6 '  on t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and 75 '  

on t h e  Brewers S t r e e t  ( 4 t h  s t r e e t ) .  The folloT;rring y e a r ,  1725,  

James Lierrivieather s o l d  t o  F r a n c i s  Land i'.'or 40 pounds,  t h e  same 

p r o p e r t y .  T h i s  sas e v i d e n t l y  a n o r t g a g e  f o r  i n  1729 ?/ ierr ivieather  

had  t i t l e  t o  i t  a g a i n .  

The n e x t  s a l e  of t h e  88 '  c o r n e r  p l o t  vies i n  1735,  by  James 

l l e r r i w e a t h s r ,  c u r r i e r ,  and E l i z a b e t h  h i s  wi fe  . t o  Sy lvanus  Hussey, 

" t a n n e r  and c u r r i e r "  f o r  200 pounds. y e a r  l a t e r  Husssy s o l d  t o  

Stephen Lewis,  a l s o  a t a n n e r ,  f o r  100  pounds. T h i s  sum probab ly  

means t h a t  Lewis h e l d  a mortgage on t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  a.nd t h e  200 

pounds that  Hussey p a i d ,  i n d i c a t e s  that a new o r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

improved dwel l ing  and o t h e r  improvement had been made t o  t h e  prop-  

- e r t y  by J m e s  Merr iweather .  He owned a p l o t  o r  a s h a r e  i n  a tan-  

e -- 
n e r y  p r o p e r t y  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h  end of  p r e s e n t  T h i r d  o r  Four th  S t r e e t a .  



Stephen  L e n i s  had t h e  c o r n e r  pro ; ) - r ty  s c v e r ~  yeh lhs  and d i e d  

i n t e s t a t e  i n  1743. H i s  l:.idoa, oae s o n  c ~ d  f c : ~ r  t i a u , n t e r s  i n h e r -  

i t e d  f r o s  him a s u b s t a n t i t = l  e s t h t e  :',hich i ~ c l ~ r d e d  h o a s s h o l d  s i l - s e r  
Fl 7 - 

t h r t  descended t o  h i s  ~ r a n d c h i l d r e n .  Tke h m s e  a t  : ? i r d  and n a r -  

xony remained i n  t h e  ;::ossession o f  h i s  d e s c e n d s n t z  l o r  the n s x t  

c e n t u r y .  Z s t h e r  L $ u i i s ,  d s u z h t e r  of Ste~:hen, ?;lz.rrieL: Zcchbr ibh  

'\ianLeuvenigh ( o f  t h e  7 'V~,nieuvenigh ho>-isel', s .  :.'.. cor>n;;r of  t n e  
~ ~ 

T.. S t r a n d  and Delzmare s t r e e t )  by i ~ h o ~  she hzd  one d a u g h t e r  ~ e b e c c a  

and t h e n  d ied .  i iebecca VanLeut,renigh mstrr iec Elchard :.:c.'iilliain 

and l i v e d  i n  t n e  p r e s e n t  I I ; c In t i r e  house ,  # a  the S t r e n d .  

\Then Rebecca VanLeuvenigh d i e d  i n  1622 ,  s h e  uas t h e  s o l e  ov:nr 

of t h e  c o r n e r  p r o p e r t y  z t  T h i r d  and  13armony, and i n  h e r  will be-  

quea thed  t o  two g r a n d d a u g h t e r s ,  sar9.h Lnn elid C a t h e r i n e  Rebecca 

Thompson, " s h a r e  and  s h a r e  a l i k e ,  a l l  of a  c e r t a i n  house  nr,c l o t  

with t h e  a p p u r t e n a n c e s  t h e r e o n ,  s i t u a t e  i n  t h e  town o f  den C a s t l e  

on t h e  s t r e e t  i n  which t h e  Acadjay i s  and froncBd by t h e  s a i d  Ac- 

ademy," e t c .  C a t h e r i n e  Rebecca rnz:>rieu and d i e d  ~ i t h o u t  c h i l d r e n .  

Her s i s t e r  S a l l y  Ann, who became o s n e r  of  t h e   hole p r o p e r t y ,  mar- 

r i e d  d u r g e s s  B. Long. She and h e r  husband,  i n  1836,  s o l d  t h e  prop-  

e r t y  t o  J e s s e  :doore wino may have been a r e l a t i v e .  Xoore i n  1 8 4 3  

s o l d  " t h e  l o t  o f  l a n d  t o g e t h e r  with t h e  d w e l l i n g  house  e r e c t e d  

t h e r e o n n  t o  John J a n v i e r  Jr., f o r  $2,500.  John J a n v i e r  a p p e a r s  

as t h e  owner on t h e  map i n  B e e r s  ~ t l a s  o f  S e l a w a r e  p u b l i s h e d  1868,  
I ' c&.- and t h e  ownership  has remained i n  t h e  J a n v i e r  f a m i l y .  Mrs. Thomas 

I -  Holcomb 11, t h e  p r e s e n t  occupan t ,  i s  t h e  d a u g h t e r  of t h e  l a t e  
I - 
I 



Franc is  DeHees J a n v i e r  03 t he  S t r and .  

The d a t e  o r  bu i ld ing  of t h e  p r e s e n t  house is  not  indicated i n  

any of t h e  deeds and wills searched;  t h e  conc lus ion  from t h e  s e a r c h  

is  t h a t  vlhat v:as proSably a  small dwel l ing o f  Hans 3aens vcas r e -  

placed o r  incorpora ted  i n  a l a r g e r  dwell ing house by Corne l ius  

K e t t l e ,  a  prominent c i t i z e n ,  who had t h e  y rope r ty  from 1694 t o  

1724; and t h a t  James iderrirveather, c u r r i e r ,  wno had it from 1724 

t o  1735, f u r t h e r  en la rged  or r e b u i l t  t h e  house tnen  or. t h e  s i t e .  

The d a t e  of e r e c t i o n  o r  of renode l ing  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  form 

may be discovered.  from some New C a s t l e  r e s i d e n t  when t h a t  source  

F can be f u r t h e r  canvassed,  and may be approximated by t h e  a r c h i -  

t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  

The house i s  a  s t u r d y  simple b r i c k  dwel l ing  showing two 

s t o r i e s  on Thi rd  S t r e e t  and the  gab le  end and long wing on Har- 

mony S t r e e t .  There is  some v i s u a l  d e t a i l  bo th  i n s i d e  and ou t  

t h a t  would sugges t  t h a t  t h e  wing was of e a r l i e r  o r i g i n  as t h e  

h i s t o r y  could i n d i c a t e .  I t  is  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  and t h e  p r e s e n t  

owner has  enclosed t h e  p rope r ty  with a h igh  b r i c k  wall. Very 

l i t t l e  a d d i t i o n a l  work would be r e q u i r e d  i n  a p r e s e r v a t i o n  program 

as t h e  house i s  In good c h a r a c t e r  with t h e  town. 


