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This practice nomination document was prepared by Suart Paul Dixon (1956-2008) in 1983 as a student at the University of Delaware.  Courtesy Center for Historic Architecture and Design.During his career as an architectural historian and preservationist,  Mr. Dixon "wrote numerous proposals for the National Historic Preservation Act.  His legacy is visible in hundreds of projects."



5 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE ' CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED ~ N A L T E R E D  XORIGINALSI~~ 
-%OOD -RUINS A L T E R E 6  A O V E D  D A L  
-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

T h e  I r a  L u n t  Hou-se Complex  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of T h i r d  and  C h e s t n u t  
S t r e e t s ,  west o f  t h e  Delaware R i v e r ,  i n  t h e  small  u r b a n  communi ty  of Piew C a s t l e ,  3el- 
aware .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h a d  an  E B  f o o t  f r o a t  on  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  b u t  p r e s e n t l y  
s i t s  on a l o t  w i t h  a n  a p p r o x i m a t e  5 0  f o o t  f r o n t  a n d  1 3 0  f o o t  d e p t h .  T h e  c o m p l e x  con- 
s t i t u t e s  a t y p e  known as t h e  N e w  E n g l a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  b a r n  p l a n  a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  strlc- 

- 
t u r e s ,  a l l  a t t a c h e d  on t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s .  l h e  m a i n  h o u s e  on t h e  c o r n e r  is  a two 
s t o r y ,  two b a y ,  t h r e e $  room s i d e  p a s s a g e  p l a n .  A t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  is  a two s t o r y ,  
t h r e e  bay c e n t e r  s t a l r  p a s s a g e  two rcom s e r v i c e  w i n g  w i t h  a s h e d  r o o f  p o r c h  a l o n g  t h e  
w e s t e r n  f a c a d e .  A two &ry c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  c o n n e c t s  a two s t o r y  b a r n  a n d  s t a b l e  w i t h  
t h e  w ing .  A l l  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  wood f r a m e  w i t h  g e r m a n  s i d i n g  a n d  l o w  h i p ? e d ,  t i n  
s h e a t h e d  r o o f s  i n  an I t a l i e n a t e  s t y l e .  T h e r e  i s  a  f u l l  b a s e m e n t  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  wing  
a n d  m a i n  h o u s e  w h i l e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u s e s  f i e l d s t o n e ,  c u t  g r a n i t e  a n d  b r i c k  materials.  
F i e l d s t o n e  a l o n e  i s  u s e d  i n  & h e  b a r n  f o u n d a t i o n .  T h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  
e x c e l l e n t .  T h e r e h a s  n o t  b e e n  any  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u z e s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  b r i c k  f o u n d a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  e a s t e r n  f a c y e .  Some p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  r e p a i r  w h i l e  t h e  s i l l  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  w a l l  o f  
t h e  ma in  h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  r e p l a c e d .  A l s o  a s e g m e n t  o f  & h e  b z r n  f o u n d a t i o n  h a s  f a l l e n  
a p a r t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  f a c a d e  o f  the  b a r n  h a s  b e e n  s t r i p p e d  o f  i t s  s i d i n g .  
T h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  f e a t u r e s  r e m a i n  o r i g i n a l .  
Common f e a t u r e s  of a l l  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  are v e r t i c a l  r s c t a n g u l a r  windows,  t u o  o v e r  two 
s a s h  w i t h  l o u v e r e d  s h u t t e r s  o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  l i n t e l s  c a p p e d  w i t h  cyma r e c t a  m o l d i n g  a n d  
s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  s t o p p e d  c h a m f e r s .  The c o r n i c e  i s  o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  cyma r e c t a ,  c a v e t t o ,  
c o r o n a  a n d  s u p p o ~ t e d  by a b r a c k e t e d  f r i e z e .  T h e  b r a c k e t s  on  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  wing  a r e  
l a r g e  c u t w o r k  w h i l e  t h e  b a r n  a n d  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  h a v e  s m a l l e r  b r a c k e t s .  L i v i n g  s p a c e  
walls a re  l a t h e d  a n d  p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  n i n e  i n c h  mo lded  b a s e b o a r d s .  A l l  d o o r s  w i t h i n  
t h e  h o u s e  a n d  w i n g  a r e  r e c e s s e d  p a n e l e d  d o o r s .  
T h e  ma in  s t r u c t u r e  f a c i n g  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  i s  s q u a r e  m i t h  a s y m r n f t r i c a l  b a y s  a n d  a c e n t r a l -  
l y  l o c a t e d  ch imney  p i l e .  T h e  d s u b l e  d o o r s  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
c a a c a d e  h s v e  l o r n e r d  r e c e s s e d  p a n e l s  w i t h  e r c h e d  l i c h t s  above .  The  d o o r  s u r r o u n d s  h a v e  
s b p p e d  c h a m f e r s  a n d  t h e  l i n t e l  i s  c a p p e d  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  windows.  T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  
o f  h i n g e s  f o r  a p a i r  o f  o u t e r  d o o r s  a l t h o u g h  n o t  p r e s ? . n t .  E x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  e a s t e r n  
f a c z d e  i s  a o n e  s t o r y  b a y  windo; r e s t i n g  o n e  two b r i c k  p h l e s .  . One e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  sicie 
p a s s a g e  w h i c h  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t a i r w a y  t~ t h e  s e c o n d  s t o r y .  T h e r e  a r e  15 s t e p s  - 
e l e v e n  i n c h e s  l o n g ,  33 i n c h e s  w i d e  w i t h  s i g h t  i n c h  risers. i h e  s o o d  b a n n i s t e r  con- 
s ists o f  two o c t a n g o n a l  b a s e d  a n d  t u r n e d  r a i h s  p e r  s t e p  b e g i n n i n g  u i t h j  l a r g e  o c t a n g o n a l  
b a s e d  a n d  t u r n e d  n e w e l .  T h e r e  are two d o o r s  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e ;  o n e  i n t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  p a r -  
l o r s  t o  - i h e  west. I n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r  o n e  window i s  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  i$he  s o u t h e r n  - 
a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  wa l l ,  b o t h  w i t h  mo lded  s u r r o u n d s .  i h e  n o r t n  wall  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  
h e a r t h  b e t w e e n  t u o  d o o r w a y s  w h e r e  d o u b i e  d o o r s  o n c s  hung.  T h e  h e a r t h  m a n t e l  i s  com- 
p o s e d  o f  m a r b e l i z z d  s l a t e  s h e e t s  l a y e r e d  t o  a o n e e r p  s imiler  t o  a n  a r c h  m i t h  brown mar- 
b e l i z e d  i n l a i d s  o v e r  p i l a s t e r s  w h i l e  t h e  n a n t e l  s h e l f  i s  s u p z o r t e d  w i t h  s f a l s e  brown 
k e y s t o n e .  ,; E e a d e d  e d c ~  i s  i n  e v i d e n c e  on e i t h e r  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  h e a r t h  u a l l .  C r i c i n a l -  
l y  t h e  h e a r t h  was u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w ~ t h  a c o a l  s t o v e  b u t  i t  i s  now p l e s t e r e d  c l o s e d .  
E n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  r e a r  p a r l o r  c a n  b e  a c c o n p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  e i t h e r  t h e  s i d e  F a s s a g e ,  t h e  - 
f r o n t  p a r l o r  o r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  room o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  w ing .  i h e r e  i s  a l s o  a d o o r  i n  & h e  
rear p a r l o r  t h e t  i e a d s  i n t o  2 s m a l l e r  room b e h i n d  t h e  p a s s a g e  u h i c h  c o n t s i n s  t h e  bay 
window. ;, window b i s e c t s  t h e  m e s t e r n  wa l l  u h i i e  a  h e a r t h  on  i h e  s o u t h e r n  wal l  s h a r e s  
t h o  2 i l e  w i t h  t h e  h e a r t h  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s a r l o r ,  H ~ a r t h  t r e a t m e n t  i s  s i n i i a r  t o  t h a t  i n  
t h e  f r o n t  p e r l o r .  T h e  smaller room b s h i n d  t h s  p a s s a g e  a l s o  c n n t e i n s  2 c l o s e t  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  s a l l  w h i l e  2 room u n d e r n e a t h  t h a  s t a i r s  i n  c u r r s n t l y  u s ~ d  a s  a b s r h r o o c .  ~ E C O ~ C  

?;cry a l v ; s l o n  o r  s g a c e  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c r o u n 3  s t o r y .  I n s z ~ ~ d  o f  c c ~ h l e  d o o r s  be- 
t u e e n  t h e  t g o  1 a r c e  r o o m s  howeva r  c l o s e t s  u s r e  i n c t z l l f j  % h i 1 5  t h e  smsi le r  r o o %  b ~ h i n d  
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I n i s  t h e  p a s s a s a  i s  p l a c e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  ihe b u i l d i n g  a b o v e  t h e  ma in  e n t r a n c e .  - '  

room was o r i g i n a l l y  a n u r s e r y  b u t  i s  nour a  b a t h r o o m .  
T h e  s e r v i c e  w i n g  i s  r e c a t a n g u l a r ,  h a s  a  c h i m n e y  p i l e  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  n o r t h  w h i l e  
t h e  r o o f  l i n e  i s  a b o u t  o n e  a n d  a h a l f  f o o t  l o w e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e .  T h e  

- p o r c h  h a s  t h r e e  s t o p p e d  c h a m f e r $  p o s t s  and  o n e  s t o p p e d  c h a m f e r @  p i l a s t e r  s u p p o r t i n g  i t s  
s h e d  r o o f  d e c o g t e d  w i t h  sawn o r n a m e n t a l  work  b e t w e e n  t h z  p o s t s  w h e r e  b r a c k e t s  s u p p o r t  
t h e  c o r n i c e .  T h e r e  are t h r e e  c u t  s t o n e  s t e p s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  p o r c h ,  t h r e e  f o o t  n i n e  
i n c h e s  l o n q ,  n i n e  i n c h e s  w i d e  a n d  r l s ~ r s  t h a t  v a r y  b e t w e e n  o n e  f o o t  f i v e  i n c h e s  t o  t e n  
a n d  o n e  h a l f  i n c h e s .  Two l o u v e r e d  d o o r s  l e a d  f r o m  t h e  p o r c h  t o  a  r e c e s s e d  p a o e l  a n d  
u p p e r  a r c h e d  l i g h t  d o o r  i n t o  t h e  w ing .  T h e  i n n e r  d o o r  i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  f r o n t  
d o u b l e  d o o r s  s i n e e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  i s  t h e  same b u t  o n l y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  o n e  d o o r  . The  cen -  
ter s t a i r  g r e e t s  y o u  w i t h  t h i r t e e n  s t e p s  n i n e  i n c h e s  l o n g  33 i n c h e s  w i d e  a n d  u s i n g  n i n e  
i n c h  risers. @ o r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  s o u t h  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  s i t t i n g  room w h i l e  a d o o r  o n  
t h e  l e f t  o r  n o r t h  l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  k i t c h e n .  2 0 t h  r o o n s  a r e  o f  e q u a l  s i z e  w h i l e  windows 
i n t e r r u p t  t h e  e a s t  a n d  west w a l l s .  T h e  k i t E c e n  a t  o n e  t i m s  h a d  a  cook in^ s t o v e  a n d  ,, cater  pump. D o ~ r s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  r o o m s  e n t e r  i n t o  a b u t t e r y  w i t h  b u i l t - i n  - = s h e l v e s  a n d  a s t a i r w a y  t o  t h e  b a s e m e n t .  T h e r a  i s  a window i n  t h z  e a s t e r n  wall  o f  t k  - 
b u t t e r y .  A d o o r  i n  t h -  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h z  k i t c h e n  l e a d s  i n t o  t h s  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e .  
S p a c e  d i v i s i o n  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  s t o r y  o f  t h e  w i n g  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  
e x c e p t  f o r  a c l o s e t  a b o v e  t h e  f o y e r  i n  t h e  ~ e s t e r n  e n t r y w a y .  The  d i r t  f l o o r  b a s e m e n t  
c o n t a i n s  access t o  sawn hemlock  beams  end  p o s t s ,  j o i s t s ,  f l o o r b o z r d s ,  2 v e r t i c a l  b o a r d  
a n d  b a t t e n  d o o r  w h i c h  l e a d s  o u t s i d e  t h r o g c h  t h e  e a s t e r n  f o u n d a t i o n  wa l l ,  e n d  small  
windows o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  c u t w o r k  l i g h t s .  T h e  f i e l d s t o n e  f o u n d z t i o n  w i t h  c u t  g r a n i t e  o r  
b r i c k  c o u r s e s  s b o v s  a r e  v i s i b l e  a s  welFs a  b r i c k  c i s t e r n  u s e d  o r i c i n e l l y  t o  c o l l e c t  
r a i n w a t s r  t o  e c t  es a  f r e s h  water s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  k i t c h e n .  T h e  b a s e m e n t  e x t e n d s  t h e  
f u l l  l e n g b  o f  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e ,  u i n c  a n d  t h e  7 o r c h .  
F o u r  s t e p s  l e a d  down i n t o  t h e  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  f r o m  t h e  k i t c h e n .  . T h e  c a r r i a c e  h o u s e  
l o w e r  l e v e l  was  u s e d  f o r  s t o r z g g  w h i l e  t h e  u ? ? e r  s t o r y  h a d  b e e n  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  l a t h  and  
? las te r .  P r o v i s i o n  f o r  h e a t i n g  h t d  n o t  b e e n  made s o  i t s  u s c  a s  L i v i n g  s p a c e  i s  q u e s -  
t i o n a b l e .  T h e j i o u b l c  v e r t i c a l  b o a r d  a n d  b a t t e n  d o o r  on t h e  w e s t ~ r n  f a c a d a  o ? e n e d  t o  
n e a r l y  n i n e  f e e t .  A n o t h e r  v e r t i c z l  b o a r d  a n d  b e t t e n  d o o r  o 2 e n s d  t h r o u g h  : h e  e a s t  mall.  - 
! h a  owne r  r e l a t e d  t h a t  I r a  L u n t  h e d  S i s c o c a r e d  a  n e t c r a l  s t r e a n  r u n n i n g  u n d ~ r p r o u n c  

, . 
t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  s a  h e  b u i l t  a two  s i o r y ,  t h r e e  s e e T  l n d o o r  p r i v y  ins id : :  t h e  c a r -  
r i a q a  h o u s a / b a r n .  T h e  d o o r  i n  Yhe  n o r t h ~ e s t  c o r n e r  O F  t h r  z a r r i a ~ e  h o u s e  e n t e r s  i n t o  - 
t h e  p r i v y  a l t h a u ~ h  t h e  p r i v y  z c t u a l l y  l i e s  c i t h i n  t n r  b a r n .  i h z  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  h a s  n 3  
f o u n d e t i 3 n  b u t  s h a r e s  s i l l s  c i t h  t f i e  5 ~ r & ; 7 d  t h e  s i n g .  ; . e i t h z r  window i n  t h e  west o r  - 
e a s t  12211 a r e  b a l a n c e d .  t h e  s a s t  c i n c j c  :s z  c o n ; e c ? o r ? r y  c ~ t e l  s a s h  a n d  n o t  o r i g i n a l  
b u t  a  window h s d  b e e n  t h z r e .  L e r n e n  s i d i n ~  a n r  l a t h  a n d  z l e s i s r  f r o n  t h z  n o r t h  wall 
o f  t h s  k i t c h e n  a r e  v i s i b l e  i n  t k e  c a r r i a g a  n a u s e .  
T h e  s @ u a r ~  b a r n  c e n  bf e n t c r e d  f r o n  a j o c r  i n  t h -  nor ih , :as t  c o r n r r  of t h a  c e r r i a ~ e  h o u s e  
o r  t h r l u g h  t c o  v e r t i c ~ l  b o a r d  a n d  5 a t t c n  c o s r s  i n  t z e  c e s z ~ r n  i c c e 5 e .  The  u ? ? c r  s t o r y  

ass u s e d  f o r  g r ~ i n  s t o - a g e  a n j  g r a i n  c h u t k s  a r =  s t i l l  e x i s t ~ n z  i n  two c o r n e r s  o + e  
= e c o n s  s i 3 - y .  T-te l o w e r  s t o r y  a a s  u s ~ ?  f o r  l i t t s s t o c k :  t c t z c  a r e  some s t a b l e  a r e a s ,  

-, . . 
t r o u g n s ,  e c l o s e t  a n d  a u 3 r k b e n c h .  i n s  s t s i r  u 3  ;a z h 6  s z t o n d  s t s r y  i s  i n  t h e  ~ 0 3 t h -  

- 
v e s t  c o r n e r  o f  T h e  b u i l d i n g .   hers wes  n o  en:r:ncr c n  t n :  s e c 3 n d  s to ry  h e t w Z e n  t h e  



I 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - - - - - - NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBERSEVEi4 PAGE Ti30 

z z r n  and  t h e  c a r r i a g e  house .  A p a i r  o f  s l i d i n g  d o o r s  had b e e n  i n  u s e  a t  o n e  rie t i m e  
2 t . i o u g h  n o t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t .  Two w i n d o c s  c o n t a i n e d  s i x  o v e r  s i x  s a s h  m h i l e  -L::s%were 
A s o  s ' ix  s m a l l  v e r t i c a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  windows. - 
7~ b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  e x t e n d  i n  2 r e c t a n g u l a r  a r e a  e n c o m p a s s i n g  tle h o s s e  com- 
z l e x .  P e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  f o l l o w i n g  a row o f  m a t u r e  t r e e s  a b o u t  t w e n t y  
f ~ o t  f rom t h e  w e s t e r n  f a c a d e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e  e x t e n d s  r o u g h l y  1 3 0  f e e t  deep .  T h i s  -. - r n e  e n c o m p a s s e s  btuo s e p a r a t e  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  K r .  L u n t  p u r c h a s e d  f rom Isaac C l e a v e r ,  
Z-IE i n  1 8 7 5  and  t h e  o t h e r  i n  1877.  P a r a l l e l  t o  C h e s t n u t  s t reet  t h e  p r o p e r t y  ?allows 
E r o o  o f  r e c e n t l y  p l a n t e d  s a p l i n g s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 f o o t  e a s t w a r d .  T h i s  l i n e  i s  p a r t  
r f  t h e  l o t  p u r c h a s e d  i n  1877.  T u r n i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  s o u t h  b a c k  t o  C h e s t n u t  8trset  t h e  
l i n e  f o & l o w s  a small  wooden f e n c e  a n d  t h e  o u t s i d e  w a l l  o f  a set o f  row h o u s e s .  hlr. 
L x n t  o n c e  owned t h e  c o n t i q u s  l a n d  on tuhich t h e  row h o u s e s  s i t  and  i n  f a c t  buF1t  t h e  
r x s s s  as r e s i d e n c e s  f o r  h l s  c h i l d r e n .  Kr. L u n t  d i e d  i n  1 9 2 3  as a  r e s u l t  o f  a f a l l  
'porn s c a f f o l d i n g  w h i l e  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  on t h e  row h o u s e s .  A l l  b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  
- ..=s - s i n c e  p a s s e d  f rom t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o w n s r s  of t h e  L u n t  knuse ,  

, z h ~ t  l a s i j 6 t r u c t u r e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e .  T h e r e  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  n 3  o t h e r  - = s t x u c t u r e s  o r  n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g  i n t r u s i o n s  i n t o  t h i s  l a n d s c a p e  j u s t  o u t l i n e d .  - 
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The  I r a  L u n t  i louse Complex, b u i l t  1 8 7 6 ,  i s  s i g n i f g g  t a s  a n  example  o f  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  3 t y p e  r a r e  t o  t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e  and  a s  c h  is  b e i n g  n o m i n a t e d  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  Cr i te r ia  C s i n c e  i t  embodies  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a t y p e  o r  m ~ t h o d  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The h o u s e  w i t h  
a t t a c h e d  wing,  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e ,  and  b a r n  embody t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  item E n g l a n d  
c o n n e c t i n g  b e r n  p l a n .  T h i s  h o u s e  is  o n e  o i  t h e  s o u t n e r n m o s t  e x a m g l e s  of t h i s  mode o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and  t y p i f i e s  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o r ~ s  a s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  a 
p e r s o n ' s  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  of' Neo 
C a s t l e  a s  a  t r a n s p o e t a t i o n  l o c u s  s e r v i n g  t h e  D e l a w a r e  R i u e r  a n d  New Castle County. 
I r a  L u n t  was i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of i c e - b r e a k i n g  p i e r s  i n  Mew C a s t l e ' s  
h a r b o r  t h a t  are c u r r e n t l y  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  K a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  
I n  1875  I r a  L u n t  came t o  N e w  Castle f r o m  Old+town, Maine,  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of an  i c e -  b r e a k i n g  p i e r .  On November 24 of  t h a t  y e a r  L u n t  p u r c h a s e d  a  p r o p e r t y  on 
C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t ,  a  p o r t i o n  o f  which c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  p r e s e n t  l o t .  The h o u s e  complex 
h a d  been  c o m p l e t e d  by t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  when L u n t ' s w i f e  and s e v e n  c h i l d r e n  
j o i n e d  him i n  Uaw C a s t l e .  A 5 3 , 0 0 0  p o l i c y  f rom t h e  New C a s t l e  County W t u a l  I n s u r z n c e  
Company d a t e d  R u ~ u s t  24, 1 8 7 6  i n s u r e d  L u n t ' s  "2  s t o r y  f r a m e  d w e l l i n g  House,  Z a r r i a g e  
House and  S t a b l e ,  a l l  c o n n e c t e d ,  a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  t i n  r o o f ,  s i t u a t f  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
C h e s t n u t  and O r a n s e  [ p r e s e n t l y  T h i r d  S t r s e t a  Leu! Cast le  De laware . "  The n o t a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  were a l l  c o n n e c t e d  i s  s i g n i f i g a n t  s i n c e  i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h z t  t h e  
c o n n e c t e d  b a r n  t y p e  was more o f  a  f i r e  h a z e r d  a d  t h i s  m i ~ h t  h a v o  c a u s e d  L u n t ' s  o r e -  
mium t o  be  h i s h e r .  I t  a l s o  s h o u s  t h a t y g u i l t  h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i & h e  c o n n e c t e d  s t y l e  
w i t h i n  a  t e n  month p e r i o d  o f  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of  t h e  l a n d .  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  a r e  o n e  o r  more b a r n s  t h a t  are p h y s % c a l l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  
h o u s e ,  f r e q u e n t l y  s h a r i n g  t h e  f u l l  r u n  of o n e  w a l l ,  u s u z l l y  of f r a m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  - 
b o a r d  s i d i n g ,  w h i l e  n e v e r  h a v i n g  a common r o o f .  ~ n t r a n c e  t o  e a c h  s t r u c t u r e  c o u l d  b e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  f r o m  w i t h i n  e a c h  b u i l d i n g  i n t e r n a l l y  a l t h o u c h  a v a r i a n t  t y p e  w h ~ r e  t h e  b a r n  
a n d  h o u s e  s h a r e  o n l y  a  c o r n e r  i s  a n  anomzly.  The f u n c t i o n a l  u s e  o f  e a c h  s t r u c t u r e  i s  
no  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h a t  of  d e t a c h e d  b a r n  t y p e s .  T h i s  method of c o n s t r u c t i o n  a 2 p e a r e d  
i n  t h e  l a t e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and  h a s  bosn z p r e v a l e n t  t y p e  i n  i:ew England  where  i t s  
h i g h e s t  a r e a  o f  d i f f u s i o n  i s  i n  Vermont,  : .os H s n p s h i r e ,  n o r t h e F n  E e s s a c h u s s e z s  and 
R a i n e .  A h i s t o r y  o f  P e n o b s c o t  County ,  i .e?rte, where  Oldtown i s  l o c e t e d ,  p u b L i s h ~ d  i n  
1 8 8 2 ,  h a s  e n g r a v i n g s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  c o n n e c t e d  b e r g  t y p e s  s imilar  i n  s t y l e  and  s r n a c e n t  t o  
t h e  L u n t  r e s i d e n c e .  L u n t ' s  v o c a b u l a r y  o ?  h o u s s  t y p e s  was d e r i n e a  i n  ;:sine. Sub- . . 
s e q u e n t l y  t h e  L u n t  h o u s e  e x e m p l i f i e s  an a f c ~ ~ z e c t u r z l  fo rm uncommon t o  i t s  s z t t i n g  y i t  

, . p o s s e s s i n g  g r e a t  i n t e g r i t y  o f  d e s i g n ,  m a ~ ~ x i a l s ,  workmanship  znd f e e l i n g .  Al thouch  
i t  i s  u n i q u e  and somemhat o f  an  anomaly i t s a i f  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  g e o g r a g h i c a l  s s t t i n g ,  . . - .  
i t  i s  n o n e t h e l e s s  a  v i a b l e  e x p r  s s i o n  o i  t? ,e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t z g c  o?' z 2.e~ ;ns~ezde: .  t ,  I n  t h i s  manner i t  h e l p s  t o  s h o w . ~ t u l t u r e ,  i: this c a s e  e r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o r m s ,  becomss 
d i f f u s a d  o v e r  wide  ~ e o r r z p ' > i c 2 1  sr roes  o u e r  rime. 
The i m ? z r t e n c e  o f  i?eu Z a s t l e  a s  a  w i n t e r  haven f o r  s h i p s  on t i l e  3 e l a w a r e  R i v e r  u e s  r e -  
c o g n i z e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  >.rny C o r ~ s  cf K n ~ i n e ~ r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n ~ t e e c t h  c s n t u r y .  
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r ~ l a r i t i m e  commercs, v u l n e r a b l e  t o  i c e  f l o e s  i n  an  a g e  o f  wooden h u l l e d  s h i p s ,  was t h e  
p r i m a r y  means o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  goods  i n  t h e  young r e p u b l i c .  New Cast le  was t h e  f i r s t  
and  l a s t  h a r b o r  r e f u g e  on t h e  D e l a w a r e  R i v e r  f o r  s n i p s  s a i l i n g  be tween  t h e  o c e a n  and  
n o r t h e r n  p o r t s  u p r i v e r .  New Castle's h a r b o r  was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  New C a s t l e  County  

.commerce  as a p o r t  o f  e n t r y  and p o i n t  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
communicy. An I c e  H a r b o r ,  o r  p i e r s  t h a t  d e f l e c t e d  and  b r o k e  up i ce  f l o e s ,  i n  riew 
C a s t l e  was an o n g o i n g  p r o j e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1800s .  I n  1875, t h e  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  
c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h  t h e  P i e r c e ,  Rowe and  Co. o f  F r a n k f o r d ,  Maine ,  t o  b u i l d  a n d  i c e - b r e a k i n g  
p i e r .  I r a  L u n t  was s e n t  t o  manage t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p i e r  and e v e n t u a l l y  s t a y e d .  
C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  P i e r c e ,  2owe and  Co. and I r a  L u n t  were c o - b i d d e r s  
on a n o t h e r  i c e  p i e r  p r o p o s e d  i n  1877. The p i e r  was o f  wooden c r i b  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  
a n  u p p e r  s t o n e w o r k .  The g r a n i t e  u s e d ,  q u a r r i e d  i n  R a i n e ,  i s  t h e  same t y p e  us -d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  L u n t  complex.  L u n t  and h i s  C a i n e  p a r t n e r s  l o s t  a  
b i d  f o r  a n o t h e r  ? ier  i n  1679  and a l t h o u c h  t h e  C o r p s  s o u g h t  t o  b u i l d  a n o t h e r  p i e r  f o r  
t h e  e n l a r g e d  h a r b o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  were  n o t  f o r t h c o m i n g  f rom Congress .  T h i s  e f f e c t i v e l ; ,  
,, ended  L u n t ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  witi$he h a r b o r  p i e r s .  T h e s e  f a c t s  l e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  - - - - i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  L u n t  House Complex ' s  l o c a l  s i g n i f i g a n c e .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  - 

h o u s e  shows  t h a t  t h e  town o f  N e w  C a s t l e  was somewhat of a  c u l t u r a l  c r o s s r o a d s  w h i l e  
N e w  Castle t h e  t r a n s ? c r t a t i o n  l o c u s  b e n e f i t e d  f rom i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  I r a  Lunt .  
The d e v e l o p m e n t  of  rail l i n e s  h u r t  Mew Cast le 's  Economy s i c n i f i ~ a n t l y  and  any developm- 
e n t  t h a t  c o u l d  ~ n i a r ~ e  i t s  u t i l i t y  a s  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s n d  commerce p o i n t  p o s i t i v e l y  
a f f e c t e d  t h e  town. 
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Baist ,  G.  IYi. A t l a s  o f  Dew C a s t l e  Counzv, Oe laware .  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  G .  1G. aa is t ,  18'33. 

C h i e f  o f  E n g i n e e r s ,  US Army. ~ n n u a - G e ~ o r t s  o f  t h e  Chie f  o f  E n q i n e e r s .  J a s h i n g t o n ,  
1875 ,  1876 ,1877 .  
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Q f f e n ,  F r e d .  " f c ~ k  t iousing:  Key To 3 i i f u s i o n , "  A n n a l s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  Ilf f imer iaan  
G e o q r a ~ h e r s  55 No. 4 ( 1 9 6 5 ) :  549-77. 

Flen C e s t l e  Board o f  T r a d e ,  N e w  C a s t l e ,  Delaware ,  1915.  

- - S c h a r f ,  3.  Thomas. H i s t o r y  of D e l a a a r e ,  1609-1888. 2  v o l s .  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  L. 2 .  Richaru 
7 - - a n d  Co., 1888 .  

Ziynder, F r a n k  and Guss,  B r i a n .  3 C i s t r i c t ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l o h i a  B i s t r i c t  
U. Army C o r o s  of E n o i n e e r s  1866-1971. P h i l a d e l p h i a :  U. 5 .  Army E n g i n e e r i n g  - 
D i s t r i c t ,  1954 .  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Census  Bureau.  P o p u l a t i r n  Census ,  De laware .  1870 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  1900 .  
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540-53. 
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ANOTHER ROW OF YOUNG TREES ABOUT THIRTY FEET TO THE rJOT(TH AIjD 8Y A WOODEN FENCE AND 
D Tfl THF LAST. 

- 
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE  CODE^ C O U N n  CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE - 
E - 
=  FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME / TITLE 

STUART P. DIXON 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

UNIVERSITY OF DELAXARE DECEKBER $ 9 ;1963  
STREET k NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3 0 3 A  Y i l l a r d  H a l l  7 3 8 - 2 6 1 3  
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

ItlF ' P A R K  DELAWARE -- 

~ S T A T E  HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFF1 CER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WrrHlN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL X 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public b w  84-665). 1 
hereby nominate this p rowny  for incfus i~n in  the National .Register and csnify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set fonh by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNANRE 

TITLE DATE 



Form No 10-3001 
I M r v  10-741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEKIOR DR NPS USE ONLY 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ~ .. ...=, -.. - . = z  . L - . .*.L >. ';:?.+ - - -:.-- -. -, ",.% ..-<--~.:.. ..- 5.4-.A 7 - ?iL+ = - EE,-z5%>kF-&-> < >..S<&.*:: - *;H-E2z .-->3-.zz*C&p-jij 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF H~STORIC  LAC^^ +~+gw*&i!~:~q :?T+& - f*i 2% --. 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE E ~ R E D ~ S + + - P S ~ ~  

I r a  L u n t  House  Com2lex  
P r o o f  S h e e t s  

CONTINUATION SHEET a o p e n d i X  ITEM N U M B E R  -ii;a PAGE One 

? r o o f  S h ~ e t  -1 - - rL 

1 - Z a i n  House  s e c o n d  s t o r y  s o u t h  bed room c l o s e t  d o o r  
2- Same 
3.- I l 'a in  House  s e c o n d  s t o r y  s o u t h  bed room r a d i a t o r  
4- I::ain House  s e c o n d  s t o r y  s o u t h  bed room d o o r  s t o p  ;?d b s s e b o a r d  
5- E a s e m e n t  1 4 " x 1 4 "  h e m l o c k  p o s t  a n d  beam 
6- Same 
7- 3 a s a m e n t  d o o r  
8- S t n e  
9- S a s e n e n t  f o u n d a t i c n ;  F i e d s t o n e ,  C u t  g r a n i t e  a n c  ~ z i c k ,  
10- Same 
11- E r i c k  c i s t e r n  
12-  Same 
k3- 8 a s e n e n t  s t a i r s  t o  f i r s t  f l o o r  o i  w i n g  
14-  Same 
15- Same 
16-  i i n ~  B u t t e r y  b u i l t  - i n  s h e l v i n g  
17-  Same 
16 -  S a n e  
13 -  J a n e  
20- K i t c h e n  s i n k  
202- S a n e  - K i t c h e n  window 

P r o o f  S h e e t  4 2  
L 

1 - s e s t e r n  f a c a d e s  o f  Complex  
2- Same 
3- V i e w  o f  Complex  f r o m  s o u t h w e s t  
4- Same 
5 -  3 o u t h e r n  f a c e d e  G a i n  h o u s e  
6- S t r e e t s c a p e  
7- K a i n  E n t r a n c e  s o u t h  f a c a d e  
6- C o r n i c e  and  b r a c k e t e d  f r i e z e ,  v a i n  h o u s e  
9- Same 
10-  V i e w  o f  Complex  f r o m  s o u t h e a s t  
l l - ; z n e  
12 -  C o a l  s h u t e  c o v e r  and  b a s e m e n t  G i n d u o  
13- X ~ ~ @ X & ~ ~ X ~ e j " s E X 6 ~ b R X ~ ~ . . ( ~ R ~ X h Y ~ E k ~ ~ 2 $ ; i w B m @ ; < ~ & r c L . 6 ~ r , a X 6 f f i t  J i n d o w  t z e a t m w l t  
14-  s a m e  
15- s a m e  
16-  C o a l  ~ h u t e  c o v e r  and  b a s e n e n t  w i n d o c  - - - 17- : i ng  a n d  h o u s e  c o r n i c e  2nd  b r a c k ~ t r y ,  v i n g  o c r c -  c r - a n e n t  

- - - -,. - - 8 5- z z s e  
19-  : ing  e n t r a n c e  
20- Y o r c h  f o u n d a t i o n  
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P r o o f  Sheet  "2 Cont inued L 
XKXX 
21- Po rch  ornament, c o r n i c e  and p o s t  
22- Llest f acade  b a r n  and c a r r i a g e  house 
23- Same 
24- West racade c a r r i a g e  nouse 
2a- sane 
ZD- t z r n  ooors  
27- Earn and c a r r i a g e  house c o r n i c e  and b r s c k e t r y  
28- C a r r i a g e  house and wing c o r n i c e  ornament 
29- same 

P r o o f  Sheet #3 --- 
30- Exposed N o r t h  w a l l  o f  b a r n  - - 31- Same - r 

E 32- Exoosed no.th w a l l  o f  b a r n  d e t a i l  - 
33- Exposed noPrth w a l l  o f  b a r n  d e t a i l  
34- Bay window e a s t  facade 
35- aay mindowhouse and w ingco rn i ce  t rea tmen t  
36- e a s t  facade of w ing  
37- easement door  

F O ~  THC PURPCSES OF THE NOY.IPJATIGN I iGUL3 HAVE SHOTS ii 9 A:.? 11 FROK SHEET $U(ONE), 
Aid0 SHOTS  ONE), 2 1  and 23 from SHEET 2 ENLARGED TO 8x10 51::. HOWEVER 
ANOTHER PROOF SHEET O f  NINE UAS LOST AND I NIGHT HAVE HA0 KbRE APPROPRIATE VIEUS 
ON IT ,  BUT I FOREGET. 
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I r a  Lunt Hcuse Complex 
F i r s t  Story  i l o o r  p lan;  Z a r r i a ~ e  House end Barn 

CONTINUATION SHEET f lODendix ITEMNUMBER One PAGE Tuo 
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6 r a  k u n t  House Comn'ex I r s ~  >Lory a moor p i a n ;  House and iing 
















