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The Jnhn Wiley House: 
An Urban Case Study i n  F e d e r a l  New C a s t l e  

Around 1800,  John Wiley, ;I l awyer  i n  New C a s t l e ,  Delaware, 

b u i l t  a  house a-t 10 T h i r d  S t r e e - t  i n  -the town of New Cas- t le .  In  

b u i l d i n g  t h i s  house,  Wiley was p a r t i c i . p a t i n g  i n  a s o c i a l  p r o c e s s :  

a  p rocess  t h a t  b o t h  shaped ,  and was shaped by h i s  view of himse1.f 

a s  an u rban ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  g e n t e e l ,  and modern gent leman.  13e 

chose t o  b u i l d  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  h e a r t  of New C a s t l e ,  a  town 

which had grown up d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  a 

governmen-tal and commercial c e h i e r .  New C a s t l e ' s  f o r t u n e s  were 

dependent upon i t s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Delaware R i v e r ,  and,  al-though, 

i . t  had been e c l i p s e d  i n  importance by Wilmington, New C a s t l e  was 

a bus- t l ing  p l a c e .  1.t w a s  on t h e  main r o u t e  between P h i l a d e l p h i a  

and Washing-ton. T r a v e l e r s  would a r r i v e  by packe t  b o a t  from 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  and would board  a s t a g e  f o r  Frenchtown, Maryland, on 

-the Elk R i v e r .  From Frenchtown, - the t r i p  by wa te r  resumed -to 

Bal-timore, and on -to Washington and t h e  s o u t h .  

According -to geographer  Joseph  S c o t t ,  New C a s t l e  was 

undergoing a r e v i v a l  of t r a d e  beg inn ing  ahout  1790. I n  1'797, 

optimism abou-t t h e  *;own's p r o s p e c t s  s- t imula. ted -the town l e a d e r s  

t o  appo in t  f i v e  commissioners t o  su rvey  t h e  town, " f i x  t h e  

boundar ies  and l i m i t s ,  l a y  011-t - the s t ree-Ls and a l l e y s  by s e - t t i n g  

s-Lones o r  pos. ts  a t  ' the c e n t e r  of t h e  s t r e e - t  i n t e r s e c - L i o n s ,  l a y  

pavements and g u t t e r s  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o f f  t h e  s u r f a c e  wa-ter ,  

New C a s t l e  on t h e  Delaware,  Anthony Miggins,  e d .  (New 
CasLle: New C a s t l e  I l i s~Lori .cal  Soc i e - ty ,  L 9 7 3 ) ,  4 0 .  
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r e g u l a t e  t h e  b u i l t l i n g  l i n e s  and :fences on -the s t r e e t s  and a l l e y s  
r 7 

" I be expenses  and t h e  w a l l s  and f e n c e s  erec-t,ed wi.thin t h e  town. 

o:f t h i s  su rvey  and - the  ensu ing  modern iza t ions  were to be  pa id  

through p r o p e r t y  a s se s smen t s :  each  p r o p e r t y  owner was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o s t  of -the pavemen-ts and gcc-tters i n  f r o n t  o:f 

h i s  house;  - t e n a n t s  c o u l d  deduct  t h e  t a x e s  from t h e  c o s t  of - t h e i r  

r e n t .  

I n  1 8 0 4 ,  t h e  Golninissioners h i r e d  a r c h i - t e c t  Benjamin Latrobe 

t o  survey t h e  town, r e c o r d i n g  t h e  " l o c a t i o n ,  s i z e ,  and e l e v a t i o n "  

of a l l  p r o p e r t i e s .  A t  t h e  t ime  of t h i s  su rvey ,  many of t h e  

s - t r e e t  names were changed from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  a p p e l l a t i o n s ,  

u s u a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o r  p h y s i c a l  landmarks ,  -to names 

.tha.t were l i n k e d  .to t h e  newly c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  spa- t iaL 0 r E a n i ~ a t i o n  

of New C a s t l e .  Water S t r e e t  was renamed F r o n t  S t r e e - t ,  Market 

S t r e e t  became 2nd S - t r e e t ,  Orange Stree-L became 3rd S t r e e - t ,  Vine 

S t r e e t  was changed t o  4 t h  S t r e e t ,  and s o  f o r t % .  This  changing 

nomenclature ,  a l o n g  wi-t1-1 , the e f f o r t s  t o  map, c h a r t ,  and g e n e r a l l y  

make sense  of t h e  town a s  a  p h y s i c a l  e n t i t y ,  r e f l e c t s  a  broader  

c u l t u r a l  emphasis  on r a t i o n a l i t y  an.d o r d e r  t h a t  pervaded American 

-though-t d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  n ine - t een th  

cen - tu r i e s .  A l e g a c y  of t h e  Enl igh tenment ,  t h i s  new worlrl view 

was l i n k e d  t o  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  ideo logy  of r epub l i can i sm.  I n  a  

soci .ety t h a t  was r a p i d l y  t u r n i n g  -to commerce, p ro - t ec t ions  wore 

needed a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r r u p t i v e  power of commerce; v i r - tue- -bo th  

i b i d . ,  3 7 .  
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- 
p u b l i c  and p r iva t e - -was  a  means of combat t ing  c o r r u p t i o n ,  through 

an emphasis on i n d u s t r y ,  f  kuga1.i-ty , and s i m p l i c i t y .  The kind o:l' 

se l f - regulai ; i .on and s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  can b e  s een  i n  t l ie  

a c t i o n s  of t l ie  comn~i s s ione r s  of New C a s t l e  might be  i n t e r p r e t e d  

a s  a  means of f o l d i n g  p u b l i c  v i r t u e  i n t o  - the u r b a n i z i n g  p r o c e s s ,  

perhaps of m i t i g a t i n g  t h e  ex- tens ive  commerci.al a c t i 7 7 i t i e s  i n  

which a l l  of them were s u r e l y  involve$ .  

Republ ican i d e o l o g y ,  and t h e  v a r i o u s  forms it t o o k ,  have 

a l s o  been i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  means of s o c i a l  s ~ t v a t i f  i c a t i o n  and 

~ c c n t r o l .  The o rgan ized  l a y o u t  o:f New C a s t l e ,  w i t h  i t s  c l e a r l y  

designa- ted p o l i t i c a l ,  commercial ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and domest ic  

sphe re s ,  would have  made it more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  dev ia - t i ons  froln 

.- t h i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r  t o  go u n n o l i c e d ,  which was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

import,ant, because  o:P t h e  ex- tent  of commerce. Because of i t s  

i.mportance a s  a t r a d i n g  c e n t e r ,  N e w  C a s t l e  was f r e q u e n t l y  teeming 

with  s t r a n g e r s ,  who were perhaps  ou.tside of t h e  i1nmedi.a-te c o n t r o l  

of t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  town o r d e r .  

I t  was i n t o  t h i s  m i l i e u  .tkia-t John Wiley b rough t  h i s  family  

dur ing  t h e  waning y e a r s  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Some 

in fo rma t ion  about '  h i s  f ami ly  background can b e  p i e c e d  toge- ther  

from -the w i l l  of h i s  younger b r o t h e r ,  Rober-L. PLober.t, a p p a r e n t l y  

s i c k l y ,  wro-te a  w i l l  i n  1.799, i d e n t i f y i n g  a s  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  h i s  

mo~thor, E l i z a b e t h  Wiley , h i s  aun-t , A l i c e  Uougherty,  h i s  sis-ters, 

Sarah Marchbanks, E l i z a b e t h ,  Margare t ,  A l i c e ,  and Ann J e a n ,  and 

- 
"or r l i s cus s ions  of r e p i ~ b l i c a n  i d e o l o g y ,  s e e  John Kasson, 

C i . v i l i z i n g  t h e  Machine: T e c h n o l o ~ y  a n d  13&xublican Values i n  
(Middlesex,  England: Penguin Books: 1 9 7 6 ) ,  

3--51. 
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h i s  b r o t h e r ,   oh:. The Fede ra l  Census of 1800 r e v e a l e d  t h a t  

Robert  and John were 1:iving nex t  door  -to one ano-ther i n  New 

Cas- t le .  Robe r t '  s household i.ncluded one female  over  :forty.--f i v e  

y e a r s  o l d ,  p robab ly  h i s  mother,  a female  aged 25-45 (Margaret  o r  

E l i z a b e t h ? ) ,  a  female  aged 1 6 - 2 5 ,  p robab ly  A l i c e ,  and Ann J e a n ,  

aged 10-16 y e a r s  o l d .  There a r e  a l s o  two young males ,  between 

t h e  ages  of t e n  and s i x t e e n ,  a n o t h e r  male aged 16-25,  and a t h i r d  

male over  45 y e a r s  o l d ,  a s  we1.l a s  one f r e e  w h i t e  p e r s o n .  S ince  

R o b e r t ' s  w i l l  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he  was a minor i n  1799  when he wro te  

i t ,  he i s  p robab ly  t h e  16-25 y e a r  o l d  male.  The i d e n - t i t y  of t h e  

o l d e r  male i n  t h e  household i s  unknown. The c r u c i a l  p i e c e  o:f 

i n fo rma t ion ,  however, i s  t h a t  R o b e r t ' s  w i l l  c l - e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

6 
a. 

John a s  h i s  b r o t h e r .  

The household of John Wiley, Esq .  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  1800 

census  as c o n s i s t i n g  of a male age 26-45 ( J o h n ) ,  a  female aged 

2 6 - 4 5  ( h i s  w i f e  O l i v i a ) ,  two g i r l s  under  t e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  one f r e e  

' I  whi-te p e r s o n ,  and t h r e e  s l a v e s .  O l i v i a  W i l e y ' s  d e a t h  n o t i c e  i.n 

1 8 4 2  l i s t e d  h e r  age a t  d e a t h  a s  s even ty - seven ,  which would have 

made h e r  b i r t h  d a t e  1765; t h u s ,  s h e  w a s  about  t h i r t y - f i v e  yeacs 

o l d  i n  1800.  John w a s  about  t h e  same a g e ,  o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  

5 N e w  C a s t l e  County W i l l s :  Rober t  Wiley,  1799. Delaware 
S-ta-te Arch ives ,  Dover, Delaware. 

Ronald Vern Jaclrson & Gary Ronalcl Teepl.es, Delaware Census 
Index ( B o u n t i f u l ,  I'Jtah: A c c e l e r a t e d  Index ing  Systems,  19'72- 
19 '7 '7) ,  42. 

~ a c k s o r l  Gs T e e p l e s ,  4 2 .  
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8 
younger.  

The 1800 Census ,  i n  coinbi.na-ti.on wi th  a  map drawn o r  t h e  

LaLrobe Survey of 1804,  h e l p s  t o  p i n p o i n t  John W i l e y ' s  p l a c e  of 

r e s i d e n c e  s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  -than had p r e v i o u s l y  been e s t a b l i s h e d  

The survey  map of "Orange S t r e e - t , "  soon t o  be  Th i rd  Stree-L,  

i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  house  o w t h e  c o r n e r  of Delaware S - t r e e t  a s  

belonging t o  Kensey Johns .  Ann M i l l e r  l i v e d  n e x t  t o  Johns ,  

;~ccorcling . to t h e  s u r v e y ,  and -to t h e  1800 c e n s u s .  The nex-t hollse 

on t h e  s u r v e y  w a s  l a b e l l e d  S - t u r g i s ,  fo l lowed by John Wiley, and 

Robert Wiley;  i n  t h e  census ,  however,  t h e  household l i s t e d  a f t e r  

Ann M i l l e r  was - t h a t  of John Wiley ( - the  S t u r g i s  house must have 

been . b u i l t  between 1000-1804),  fo l lowed by Rober t  wile;. 

- -. Apparent ly ,  t h e n ,  John Wiley had completed h i s  house by 1800 and 

was r e s i d i n g  t h e r e  when t h e  census  was t a k e n .  

Rober t  Wi.leyls house p reda t ed  J o h n ' s  by many y e a r s .  

According t o  deed r e c o r d s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  frame house on - t h e  LoL a s  

e a r l y  a s  1710 .  I n  1767,  t h e  6 0 '  x  1 7 2 '  l o t ,  which r a n  between 

Third  and F o u r t h  S t r e e t s ,  was purchased  by b r i c k l a y e r  Nathanie l  

S i l s b e e  from Thoinas Morton. S i l s b e e  " r e - f enced  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of 

h i s  60'  l o t  t o  l e a v e  open a sfix--f o o t  a l l e y  b e t w e e n t h e  'two 

s - t r e e t s  [ T h i r d  and F o u r t h  S t r e e - t s ]  ( F i g .  1 ) .  I n  h i s  w i l l  he  

'The d e a t h  da- tes  o:P bo.tl.1 O l i v i a  and John Wil-y were reporterl. 
i n  t h e  Delaware Gaze.Lte, r e s p e c t i v e l y  on 5 November 1842 and 28 
Deceinber 1.842. Genealogi.cit1 Surname F i l e ,  H i s - t o r i c a l  Socie-ty of 
Delaware, Wilmingtnn, Delaware. 

9 E l l e n  S ~ t a n l e y  Rogers ,  1800 C e r i ? ~ ~ s  of New C a s t l e  C o ~ ~ r ~ t y  Y. 

DeLawas (R ladensburg ,  MD: Genea log ica l  R e c o r d e r s ,  1960) , 41 ; 
Jeane.l;l;e Eckman, A n  A_rchitecLura1. Survey of t h e  C i t y  o:f Ne_w_ 
C.lst le ,  Delaware f o r  P e r r y ,  -11- Sh-, R: Hepburn, A.rchitecl;s, 1953, 
I-li.s.torical S o c i e t y  of Delaware,  Wi.l.m:ington, Delaware.  



Fi.g. 1. S i l s b e e ' s  A l l e y ,  between Th i rd  and Four-Lh S t r e e t s  



Susan  R .  W i l l i a m s ,  Page  6 
15 Dec: 88  

~- 
i a 

p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  a l l e y  b e  k e p t  f o r e v e r  a p u b l i c  r i g h t  of w a y .  

The p a r c e l  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  N a t h a n i e l  S i l s b e e ' s  w i l l .  t o  h i s  s o n ,  

Dr.. Ma- thanie l  S i l s b e e ,  J r .  , who so ld .  i t  t o  "Rolsert  Y i l e y ,  

b l a c k s n ~ i t h ,  f o r  100 pounds  i n  money of  t h e  De laware  S-La-te" i n  

1'779. 

R o b e r t  W i l e y ,  t h e  f a t h e r  of R o b e r t ,  J u i ~ n ,  and  f i v e  o t h e r  

c h i l d r e n ,  as w e l l  as  hilsband -to E l i z a b e t h ,  d i e d  i n - t e s t a - L e  i n  

178bf When t h e  O r p h a n ' s  C o u r t  approved  t h e  s a l e  of h i s  

p r o p e r - t i e s  t o  J o h n  Wiley  i n  1 8 0 1 ,  t h e y  were  v a l u e d  a t  $1000.  , arid 

: i .ncluded, i n  ; ~ d d i . t i o n  t o  t h e  h o u s e  on T h i r d  S t r e e - t ,  a  p r o p e r t y  on 

1 2  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  S t r a n d .  The 1790  Tax Assessmen-t L i s t  f o r  

N e w  Cas1;le 1-Iundred c i t e s  " R o b e r t  W i l e y ' s  e s t .  [ e s t a t e ] "  as 

compr i sed  of a h o u s e  and  l o t ,  v a l u e d  a t  $200. Bo th  E l i z a b e t h  amd 

John Wiley  Esq,. were  a l s o  a s s e s s e d ,  E l i z a b e t h  f o r  p e r s o n a l .  

p r o p e r t y  t o t a l l i n g  $ 2 1 . 5 5  and  J o h n  f o r  p r o p e r t y  ( u n d e s c r i b e d )  

1 0  Eckman, F o l d e r  1 1 :  6 9 .  T h i s  a l l e y  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  r u n n i n g  
r o u g h l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e  of  t h e  b l o c k  be tween  'Third and  Four- th 
S,t,ree~Ls . 

11 U n p u b l i s h e d  summary of t i t l e  s e a r c h  f o r  18-20 T h i r d  
SLree- t ,  N e w  Cast le . ,  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o:f M r .  and  Mrs.  Rober-t  Appleby,  
New Cas t le ,  D e l a w a r e .  The in:t'orma.ti.on on R o b e r t  Wiley i n c l u d e t i  
i n  t h i s  summary w a s  drawn f r o m  p r i o r  n o t e s  made by p r e v i o u s  
owner, i l i n  E .  Myer:j, who purcka:ied 18  'Third S t r e e t  i n  1902 ;  
a l s o  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  M r .  & Mrs. Appleby.  

'' I n  1 7 9 0 ,  a  no-Lice a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  .Delaware G2z~Ui.e 
announc ing  - t h a ~ t  E l i z a b e t h  W:i.ley wished  "To L e t  on s h a r e s ;  
blat-ksmith ,sho:p, comple- to.  E l i z a b e t h  W i l e y ,  E~.J.&!.&F~ Gazet-be,  4 
September. 1 '799,  G e n e a i u g i c a l  Surname F'il.e, I - l i s t o r i c a l  S0ci.e-ty of 
Delaware ,  W i l m i n g t o n ,  Delaware .  
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a~noi.~n.l;ing t o  $422. 5 b 3  1r1 t h e  1003-1804 -tax ssses:;menl;, 

Elizabe.L;I~ WiLey w a s  a s s e s s e d  f o r  - the lo+; and house ,  a s  we l l  a s  

f o r  $8.  wor-tl.1 of 1.i.vestock. Rober-t Wi.ley' s  l i s t d i n g  .for l o t  and 

house has  been c r o s s e d  o u t ,  w i - t h .  t h e  no - t a t i on  " s ~ e  B I : ~  & Mothel:." 

John Wiley,  who by t h i s  t ime  had b u i l t  h i s  house on -the sou-th 

h a l f  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  o r i g i n a l  l o t  a t  18 'Tiiird S t r e e t ,  was 

as:,essed :for  3 . 3 4  imj>roved a c r e s ,  va lued  a t  $65 .  , one lo- t  ancl one  

house,  va lued  a-t $900.  , $33. worth  of l . i v e s t u c k ,  two s laves---one 

between t h e  ages  o:f four - teen  and f o r . t y - f i v e  and one aged l e s s  

.than e i g h t  y e a r s  o r  o v e r  f o r t y - , f i v e ,  a s  wel l  a s  Lwenty-two pourids 

of s i l v e r  p l a t e ,  v a l u e d  a t  $24 .42 ,  and $117.42 worth  of personal .  

1 4  
prope r ty  . 

Every-thing about, - the h o i ~ s e  - t h a t  John Wiley bui.1-t a-t 1.8 Thircl 
~-, 

St ree - t  speaks  t o  hi.s p o s i t i o n  i.n l i f e  a s  an  " E s q . , "  from t h e  

selec-Lion of b r i c k  a s  a b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  t o  i t s  :four s t o r y  

h e i g h t ,  e l a b o r a t e l y  d e c o r a t e d  doorway, and d o u b l e - p i l e ,  s i d e -  

passage p l a n .  Froin a c r o s s  t h e  g r e e n ,  an importasrt, c e n t e r  o:f 

s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  Fede ra l  New C a s t l e ,  John W i l e y ' s  house 

clomi.nates t h e  r o o f s c a p e ,  r i s i n g  a s t o r y  above every  o. ther house 

on Third  S t r e e t  e x c e p t  one ( F i g .  2 ) .  Th i s  d i s t a n t  view r e v e a l s  

n di.5-t inct  s o c i a l  message t h a t  wi-Lhin t h e -  corninunity o:f h i s  b lock 

on 'l'hird S t r e e - t ,  John Wiley s t o o d  t a l l .  

The message o:f power and a u t h o r i t y  tha- t  i s  s o  eviden-l, from 

1 3  
-. Delaware S t a t e  Arch ives ,  New Cas-t1.e Coi.lnty -idax 

assessments ,  1798.  

1 4  Delaware %a-te Arch ives ,  New C a s t l e  C:ouni;y ttax a:;:jessmenl;, 
1803-1804. 



Fig, 2 .  View of Third Street from across the green. John 
Wiley's House is second from the right. 
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a f a r  i s  e Q u a l l y  a p p a r e n t  up c l o s e  t o  t h e  house ( F i g .  3 ) .  The 

f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and f r o n t  door a r e  e l e v a t e d  twenty-n ine  inches  from 

tkie s - t r e e t ,  which makes t h e  house see111 .to be r a i s e d  on a  

p e d e s t a l .  T h i s  eleva-Lion a f f e c t s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  a n d ,  by 

i~npLical; ion,  -to t h e  in l lab i tan- t s  w i t h i n :  i n  o r d e r  -i;o e n - t e r ,  one 

~nus-t c l imb t h r e e  sLeps t o  .the doorway ( F i g .  4 ) .  Even v i s u a l  

acces s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f r o n t  windows i s  inhibi-Led by t h e  televa~tecl 

s~ t , a tu re  of t h e  house .  'This requi rement  of a s c e n s i o n  seems t o  be 

a  means of s e p a r a t i n g  t h o s e  who c1well.ed wi- thin  t h e  i lo~ lse  :from 

t h o s e  on t h e  s idewa lk  below. John WiLey and h i s  1:arnily rerjided 

i n  a  p r i v a t e ,  e l e v a t e d  s p h e r e  a p a r t  from t h e  p u b l i c ,  urban sphe re  

of t h e  s - t r e e t  and g r e e n .  

In t e rms  of i t s  mass, .the house i s  an e l o n g a t e d  r e c t i l i n e a r  

b lock ,  punc tua t ed  a-t r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  by -the f ron - t  door and 

windows, and capped by a  rounded dormer. The f a c a d e  i s  organized  

v i sua l . ly  i n t o  f o u r  r e g i s t e r s ,  d e f i n e d  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  by -the 

door and two windows, on t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  by a Oand of 

- three windows, and on t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r  by -the roof  and dormer. 

These r e g i s t e r s  p r o v i d e  an  e x - L e r n a l a r l i c u l a - L i o n  of -the i n t e r i o r  

space ,  and g e n e r a l l y  r e i n f o r c e  an impress ion  of r e g u l a r i t y  and 

o r d e r .  Both t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  which i s  framed i n  a h i g h l y  

eLaborate  punch-and-gouge work door  c a s i n g ,  and  t h e  windows, 

which a r e  l a r g e  and c a r r y  a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of g l a s s  i n  each 

s a s h ,  make a  sta-Lement about  John W i l e y ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  co~nmand 

.. . luxury .  The dormer window i s  rounded a t  t h e  t o p ,  w i t h  a  

Goth ic ized  mul l i on  pa-L-barn ident , i .ca l  Go t h e  wi.ndows i n  t h e  

neighboring 1mmanue:L Church ( F i g .  5 ) .  Perhaps  t h e  s e l e c - t i o n  o:f 



Fig. 3 .  John Wiley house, 
18 Third Street,, 
New Cas.tle 

Fig, 4. Front door, Wiley house. 



F i g .  5 .  Dormer window pa - t t e rn  a l s o  f o u n d  i n  nearby 
Immanuel Ehurch. 
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such an e x p l i c l - t l y  r e l i . g ious  :form a:; t h e  h i g h e s t  v i s i b l e  cl.emen-L 

on John W i l e y ' s  house was merely a  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  b u t  I doubt it. 

I%s o v e r t o n e s  of p i e t y  and v i r t u e  seem p e r f e c t l y  i n  keep ing  wi th  

t h e  r e s t  of t h e  house a s  a  p h y s i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of W i l e y ' s  

concep-Lion of h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  -the worlcl. 

En t ry  in - to  t h e  house i s  p o s s i b l e  through two d i f f e r e n t  

d c o r s ,  which r e p r e s e n t e d  two l e v e l s  of f o r m a l i t y .  A t  t h e  r e a r  o:l? 

t h e  house ,  on t h e  sou-th s i d e ,  cloor e n t e r s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  

kitckien. 'This e n t r y  i s  from S i l s b e e ' s  a l l e y ,  r a t h e r  t h e n  from 

t h e  f r o n t  s i d e w a l k .  P h y s i c a l l y ,  t h e  door i s  much c l o s e r  t o  

ground l e v e l  t h a n  -l;lie f r o n t  cloor, makj.ng it Inore invl.-Ling f u r  

c a s u a l  e n t r y .  I t  i s  a s i m p l e ,  p a n e l l e d  door ,  w i t h  a row of f o u r  

~. transom l i g h t s  above.  The f  r o n t  d o o r ,  by cont ras l ; ,  i s  el.cvat,ed, 

a s  p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d ,  and 1s a c c e n t u a t e d  by an a p p l i e d  

c l a s s i . c a l  c a s i n g .  T h i s  door i s  f l a n k e d  by a pair -  of f lu-bed 

l a i e r s  surmounted by an e l a h o r - a t e  f  arl 1igl.l-t and padimen-t. 

Kevin Sweeney, i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of ConnecLicut R ive r  mansion 

houses ,  ha s  s u g g e s t e d  -that c l a s s i . c a l  doorways, which were t h e  

p:redon>i.nant d i . s . t inguishi .ng f e a t u r e  o:f t h e  f a c a d e ,  p r o c l a i ~ n e d  t,he 

owner ' s  l e v e l  of educa- t ion ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  weal-th:  "The 

e l abo ra - t e ly  ca rved  doorways wi-th c l a s s i c a l  p i l a s t e r s  and 

pediments communicated e l egance  and sugges-ted t h e  homeowner's 

inti.macy w i t h  - the c l a s s i c a l  s o u r c e s  of knowledge t h a t  formel:l -the 

1 5  b a s i s  of a  t r u e  gel]-tleman's 1:i .beral e d u c a t i o n .  

I \<evi.n M .  Sweeney, "Mansion People:  IZ.inship, C l a s s ,  and 
A. rch i tec ture  i n  Western Massachus(?-Lts i n  t h e  Mid Eigh-teen-th 
Century,  " Wirl.Le:rth~~r P o r t f  o1i.o (19i4) , 242. 
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Like t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of John W i l e y ' s  house 

p r e s e n t s  a complex a r r a y  of embedded v a l u e s  and f u n c t i o n s  ( F i g .  

6 ) .  These i ~ n p l i c i - t  meanings may be approached -thvolr!gh an 

examinat ion of .the s o c i a l  and func-Lional  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o.f t h e  

p l a n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  ev idence  prov ided  by t h e  p re sence  ( o r  

absence)  of s p e c i a l i z e d  forms ,  and by val-i~i-l;ions i n  l e v e l s  of 

1 6  
f i n i s h  .thrcri~ghout - the house .  

I n  p l a n ,  .the main b lock  of t h e  house i s  composed of two 

p r i n c i p l e  rooms, one behind t h e  o t h e r  and each  wi th  a h e a r t h ,  and 

a f u l l - l e n g - t h  pas sage  a t  one s i d e ,  con- ta in ing  - the s t a i r .  Behind 

-the passage  i s  a 1%'  x 1%' k i t c h e n  wing. The pas sage ,  whicl-I i s  

wide enough t o  accommodate several .  l a r g e  p i e c e s  of f u r n i t u r e ,  

. ~ -  c l e a r l y  func-Lioned as more .than a r igh t -of -way  between t h e  f r o n t  

and back of -the h o ~ ~ s e  ( F i g .  7 ) .  The w a l l s  a r e  d i v i d e d  d e f i n e d  by 

walnut o r  mahogany c h a i r  r a i l s ,  which circurnnaviga-to t h e  room and 

curve e l egan - t l y  up t h e  s t a i r .  'The s - ta j . r  i - t s e l f  i s  f u r t h e r  

enhanced by p a n e l l e d  w a i n s c o t t i n g  a t  i t s  b a s e ,  punch-worked 

sc ro l l .  mo- t i f s  above ,  and g r a c e f u l l y  t l ~ r n e d  ba11. ls ters  ( F i g s  8- 

3 .0 ) .  The pas sage  j.5 v i sua l : ly  d i v i d e d  in-to f r o n t  and r e a r  spaces  

by a curved archway. The f ron- t  pa r - t  of -the pas sage  i s  s p a t i a l l y  

and p h y s i c a l l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r ,  by means of a 

connec-Ling doorway, 51s i s  t h e  r e a r  pas sage  -to t h e  r e a r  p a r l o r .  

In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  r e a r  passage  con - t a in s  t h e  s t a i r  and connec ts  

1 6  A me-thodology f o r  cons ider i r ig  ma-t ters  of a r c h i - t n c t u r a l  
f :ini.sh i s  c l e a r l y  explyica-tad :in Bernard L. Herman, Archi.Lec.turc 
and  Rural  L i e  in r r a  1 ,  1 ' 7 0 -  (Knoxvi.11e: 
[ l n i v e r s i t y  of Tennessee  P r e s s ,  LY87), 42-50. 



F i g .  6. Plan of John 1Jiley House, 19 Third S t r e s t ,  
New Castle, nelaware 



Fig. 7. Passage, rear to front view. 



F i g s .  9 and 10. S - t a i r  d e t a i l s .  
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w i . t k i  Lhe s e r v i c e  area:i of t h e  l.iouse, t h e  1ri.tchen and t h e  c e l l a r  

The impor-Lance of t he  f ron- t  of  -the house i s  empliasized by the  

Iiighes-t level .  of deco ra . t i ve  i .n is1- i .  I n  t h e  p a s s a g e ,  t h e  i n s i d e  

of -the f r o n t  door  i s  made a  f o c a l  poin-t  by -the floocl of l i g h t  

through -the f a n l i g h t ,  higl- lighting i - t s  d e l i c a t e  t r a c e r y  (l7ig 

11).  I n  c o n - t r a s t  -to t h e  e l egance  of t h i s  p a r - t i c u l a r  doorway, 

however, t h e  lnoldirigs around t h e  o-Lher doors  i n  t h i s  space  a r e  

f  l a - t  and l i n e a r ,  presen-ti .ng a  much more c h a s t e  e f f e c t .  Ksnnet,l~ 

Arnes has  sugges t ed  t h e  i.mporl;ar~ce o:f t h e  h a l l  a s  ' E L  p o i n t  of f i r s t ,  

impress ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  S 

wr>uld s p e c u l a t e  tl3a.t t h i s  ha l l . ,  w i t h  i t s  ra-ther aus - te re  c l a s s i c a l  

d e - t a i l i n g ,  w a s  a l s o  in-tended -to communicate a  f irs-t impr:ession of 

luxury m i t i g a t e d  by c l a s s i c a l  s i m p l i c i t y  and r e s t r a i n t ?  Upon 

e n t r y  i n t o  'the pas sage  th rough  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  gi~es-t:;  a r e  

provided wiLh a n  immediate view of b o t h  t h e  s t a i r  and t h e  most 

h igh ly  ornamented room i n  t h e  house ,  i ndeed ,  of i t s  most 

impress ive  f  e a . t u r e ,  t h e  m a n t l e p i e c e .  This  p a - t t e r n  i.s i n  

accordance w i - t l i  - the recommer~dations of Abraham Swan, aul;l.lor of 

one of t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  a r c h i - t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n  boolrs oil the  

day,  The B r i t i s h  hrc_hi.-Lect. "Palladia t e l l s  u s ,  " Swan remintled 

h i s  r e a d e r s ,  

" t h a t  a l l  c a r e  imaginable  must be t a k e n  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  
S t a i r - C a s e s ;  - t ha t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  a p r o p e r  S i - tua ' t ion  - 
f o r  -them, which wil l .  no ways damage t h e  resi;  o:f t h e  F a b r i c k ;  
t h a t  t h e  l e s s  t h e y  a r e  concea l ed  from s u c h  a s  e n t e r  t h e  
house,  t h e  more ornamental  t h e y  w i l l  appea r ;  and - tha t  you 
should  have a Si.ght of t h e  bes-l; p e r t  of - the house be fo re  you 

l 7  Rerine-Lh L.  Ames , "Meaning i n  A r t i f  a c t s  : Elall Fu rn i sh ings  
i n  Vic- tor ian Amer ica , "  i n  &lamon P l a c e s :  Re;31iin?-s An~eric~cix~ - 

V e n u l a ~  A c h i t e  (Aiihens, GA: U n i v e r z i t y  . of Georgi.a 
P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  241-245. 



Fig, 11. Fanl.ight in passage, over f ron-t door. 
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arrive a.t then,, by which Means -the F a b r i c k  w i l l  seein l a r g e r  
t h a n  i-t r e a l l y  i s .  " 

Swan wen-t on -to add t h a t  " .  . . p r e t t y  much t h e  same rnigl-rt be 

1 a s a i d  of Cl~ imney-p ieces .  

Swan's work might e a s i l y  have  l ielped t o  shape -the des ign  

s e n s i b i l i t i e s  of  many l a t e - e i g h . t e e n t h  cer1.1;ury b u i l d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

h i l a d e l p h i a n  P e t e r  Crouding,  who was known t o  have ' b u i l t  s e v e r a l  

houses i n  New C a s t l e ,  probably i n c l u d i n g  John W i l e y ' s .  Croudin,? 

was h i r e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  house of George Read II i n  New C a s t l e ,  and 

accord ing  -to e x i s t i n g  documents-tion, he s e r v e d  a s  a r c h i t e c t  and 

genera l  c o n t r a c t o r ,  p r o v i d i n g  drawings ,  procuri .ng m a t e r i a l s ,  and 

s u p e r v i s i n g  woric3 The s i n l i l a r i t i e s  be-tween .the Read house a n d  

t h e  Wiley house ,  p a r t i c u l a r L y  i n  t h e  punch-and-gouge work on t h e  

doors and man- t lep ieces ,  form t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  a- t t r i .bu. t ion t,o 

Crouding 

I n  any e v e x t ,  C ro~ td ing  l a v i s h e d  a t - ten t iom on .the 

rnant lepieces  i n  a l l  of -the impor t an t  rooms i n  t h e  Wiley house 

I n  both  f i r s t  f l .oor parl .o.rs ,  t h e  man- t lep ieces  a r e  o r n a t e l y  

embel l i shed  w i t h  punch--and-gouge wol:.li, a s  i s  - the rnantll?piece i n  

' "braham Swan, 'The Bri:tish Archi-tec-l; ( London, 1 '745 ; 
P h i l a d e l p h i a :  R. B e l l ,  1 7 7 5 ) ,  i i i .  According t o  P h i l l i p  M .  
Johns-ton, A Chec l< l i s t  of Books Rela t i r ig  t o  Architec-Lure e ~ r ~ d  'The 
e c o a t i v e  A r t  A v a i l a b l e  i n  Philac1elphia In t j ~ e  Three Decades. 
EcL1.lowing lF/8Q, ( (Winter thur  t h e s i s ,  1 9 ' 7 4 ) ,  v i - v i i ,  Swan's BriiI:,ish 
Archi-Lec-t was found more f requen . t ly  t h a n  any o t h e r  work. 

I s  Cha r l e s  T .  Lyl.e, "'Yhc George Eead I1 I-louse: Notes on I - t s  
o r  and Res-Loi?a-ti.on, " -- %'he a w a r e   ALL^ Show Caata:lIog 
(Wi.lmi.ng-ton, Delaware,  1986; r e p r .  i o r c a  Socie-ty of 
Delaware, n .  d .  ) , 2 .  For a d e t a i l e d  ana1ys:i.s of  punch-and-gouge 
work i n  New C a s t l e  houses ,  s e e  Michele  McFadcler~, "Ar~:hitecLure A s  
Evidence:  The Cha r l e s  Thomas [House of New C a s t l e ,  Delaware" 
(unpub.'L. m s . ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of Delaware,  19t3'7),  4 - 5 .  
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t h e  f r o n t  room on - the  seconcl f l o o r .  The man t l ep i ece  i n  -the 

:jccond f l o o r  'back room i s  ~nucil Less o r n a t e ,  h u t  i s  s t i : L L  deelnt!d 

impor tan t  enough -to be  ga rn i shed  w i t h  EI g a r l a n d  o:C punc l~  worit. 

The f r o n t  p a r l o r  was c l . ea r ly  des igned  a5 tho :Fancies t  room 

i n  t h e  house ,  and t h e  t y p e s  o:P embel l i shments  found on -the 

man t l ep i ece ,  c h a i r  r a i l ,  and baseboard  rnuiding would have 

r e i n f o r c e d  an  a tmosphere  of l u x u r y ,  perhaps  even f r i v o l i t y .  The 

mant l ep i ece ,  wl?ich i s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  roorn, i s  a n  

archi . tec l ;ura l  t emple  f a c a d e  : jurrounding -the chimney opening .  

Crouding ernbell ish.ed i - t  wi-th a whole vocabula ry  of c las r , i . ca l  

ornameri-t: f l u t i n g ,  rope  . tu rn ing ,  bead ing ,  gadrooning ,  and an 

undula-Ling g a r l a n d  ac ros s  t h e  lower f r i e z e  ( F i g .  12-13), Tho 

band of g e a r - l i k e  m o t i f s  below t h e  c o r n i c e  seem t o  be a f:i-t-king 

symbol f o r  t h e  American repub:Lic, wi.tli i t : i  meclianis-t ic  world view 

'(1 and f a i t h  i n  " t h e  g r e a t  machine of t h e  government of t h e  s - t a t 6  

( F i g .  1 4 ) .  The g a r l a n d  mo-tif on .the man t l ep i ece  o r i g i n a l l y  

e n c i r c l e d  t h e  room on a  c h a i r  r a i l ;  a l l  t h a t  remains  now, 

how~.ver, i s  a s e c t i o n  of molding under  each window (Fig. 1 . 5 ) .  

h colnparison be-tween t h i s  and Lhe o t h e r  man-t lepieces  c r e a t e d  

by P e t e r  Crouiling f o r  John Wiley,  and t h o s e  found i n  .tkle l~ol lse  o f  

h i s  neighbor  George Read TI, h e l p s  - to pu.t thi .ngs i n t o  an  econornic 

p e r s p e c t i v e .  R e a d ' s  man-tlepieccs i nco rpo ra - t e  t h e  same e l a b o r a t e  

r 
:;-Lcuc-Lure and f i n e  pmnch-arid-gouge work, bu-t t hey  t a k e  

einbl?l:Lishmeri-t one s t e p  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of p l a s - t e r  

2 0  Thi s  cha rac . t e r . i za t i on  of - the  governmen-L ar; a  machine was 
made by dis~Lir iguizhed Phi1.ade:Lphi.a s c i . e n t i s t  and phys i c i an  i n  
7 quo-Led i n  Icasson, 3 2 .  



F i g s .  1% and 1 3 .  De - t a i l s ,  man t l ep i ece  i n  f r o n t  p a r l o r .  

. . I 

Fig. 1 4 ,  D e t a i l ,  man t l ep i ece  i n  f r o n t  p a r l o r .  The g e a r - l i k e  
motifs r e f l e c t  t h e  ~ n e c h a n i s t i c  world  v i e w  of t h e  e a r l y  r e p u b l i c .  



Fig. 15. Chair rail detail, front parlor. 

r 



Susan R. Wil l i ams ,  Page 1 4  
15 Dec 88 

-~ 
ornaments t o  - the entabla-Lure  s u r f a c e s  (17i.g. 1 6 ) .  I n  a  sensls, 

t h i s  epj.tomizes t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two house:;: bo th  W ~ ~ U  

b u i l - t  by Grouding,  b u t  i n  t e rms  of : j c a l e  and deg ree  o:P 

e l abo ra t i . on ,  R e a d ' s  dwe l l i ng  f a r  s u r p a s s e s  t h a t  of Wi1ey. Tha-t 

:is n o t  -to s a y  t h a t  i ' l i ley d i d  n o t  b u i l d  a  lu:curious house ,  bu t  

merely - t ha t  h i s  house i s  cha rac . t e r i zed  by ci much h i g h e r  degree  of 

r e s t r a i - n t  t h a n  t h e  Read house ,  r e s t r a : i n t  i n  bo th  v i s u a l  and 

economic t e r r r~s  . An examina-tion of -the P h i l a d e l p h i a  1-liiuw 

a t e  Book of P r i c e s  f o r  1801 r e v e a l s  arr a r r a y  o:f economic: .- 

and a e s t h e t i c  choi.ce i n  .the d e c o r a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  rnant les ,  

ranging from p l a i n  c o r n i c e  and bedmould :for two s h i l l i n g s  pe r  

f o o t  t o  t h e  p o s s i h i l i - t y  of a p p l i e d  compos i t ion  f  e s t o o n s ,  r-j.bbons, 

human f i g u r e s ,  u r n s ,  r o s e s ,  and l e a v e s .  Wi.ley has e l e v a t e d  t h e  

impact of h i s  p a r l o r  man t l ep i ece  by adding  a  t a b l e t  ( p r i c e d  a t  

two s h i l l i n g s  s i x p e n c e ) ,  b u t  has  chosen t o  l e a v e  it 

7 1 undecora ted .  

Ano-ther d e c o r a t i v e  f e a t u r e ,  which woulcl ori.gir1all.y have 

helped t o  d e f i n e  and u n i f y  - t h i s  s p a c e ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  ob:scured by 

pain- t .  According t o  .the c u r r e n t  owner, -the window s i . 1 1 , ~  a r e  

mahogany, which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been o t h e r  mahogany 

r 
d e t a i l i n g  around t h e  room, a s  i n  t h e  Read house ,  and i n  th$ 

passage of t h e  Wiley house .  The u s e  of c o n - t r a s t i n g  c o l o r  a s  a  

1.inear de-Lail  woulcl have added iir~oi;her l e v e l  of v i s u a l  cr i~nplexi ty  

and sun~ptuousness  t o  t h i s  i n - t e r i o r  d e s i g n .  

~ o u . 5  e  c a r ~ ~ _ e ~ ~ t , e  r 5 'SQQ&.- (1 :f P . r ~ ~ ~ . s - . i ~ d ~ . ~ B ! ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ f ~ ~ i ~  ..-.. Me a SLI r i.rrg 
and V i i l u i r l ~  a l l  oji i thf>ir  diiiferennt Ic1nds of ~work (Pl1iladelphj .a:  
R. F o l w e l l ,  1 8 0 1 ) ,  1 9 .  



Fig. 1 6 .  Front parlor of -I;kle George Read 1.1 
house in New Cas.tle, also designed by Peter 
Grouding, with applied plaster work on frieze 
and tablet. 



Fig. 17. Front parlor chimney 
cupboard .  

Fig. 18. Mantlepiece, rear 
p a r l n r  . 

Fig. 19. Rear parlor mantlepiece detail. 
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A f i n a l  a r c h i t e c - L u r a l  d e t a i l  i n  t h i s  room i s  wor-tl-1 

men t i0n j . n~ :  . there  a r e  b u i l - t - i n  cupboards  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  

clli.lnney ( F i g .  1 7 ) .  The no-tion o:f b u i l t - i n  furnj .Lure  has  been 

d i scussed  by Bernard Herman w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of changing 

2 2 
concepts  of permanence i n  hous ing .  These cupboards  sugges t  

tl- at Jolin Wiley was w i l l i n g  -Lo i n v e s t  i n  p ~ r ~ n a n e n t  f i x - tuxes  i n  

h i s  p a r l o r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  fu rn i . sh ings  which he  would be a b l e  -to 

tnlre w i . t l l  him shoul.tl he  move. These cupboards  a l s o  r e f l e c t  a  

sense  of s p a - t i a l  ingenui - ty  - tha t  i s  i n  keep ing  wi th  ' the 

mechanis t ic  world view of Ameri.cans d u r i n g  - the  l a t e  eig1:iteen-t1-i 

and ear1.y n i n e t e e n t l i  c e n t u r i e s .  

The f r o n t  and r e a r  p a r l o r s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  connec ted  by means 

- of arched openings  on o i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  chimney.  Eased on p a i n t  

va r i a - t i on  ancl f l o o r  ev idence  di,scoverecl cluring a  renova- t ion ,  

however, t h e  p r e s e n t  owners have conc luded  . t h a t  t h e s e  openings 

were added a t  some t l l ~ i e  a f t e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was cons-5ruc-Led, ancl 

t h a t  -the two rooms were e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  s p a c e s ,  a c c r , - -  - 3 ~ i b l e  on ly  

2 3 :Prom -the pas sage  . The r e a r  p a r l o r  appea r s  t o  be ;I : ; l igh~t ly  1 1 2 s ~  

fo~:ma:L space  t h a n  - the f r o n t  parl .or ,  i n  t e rms  o:F i . t s  deco ra - t i on .  

'She mant lep iece  i s  more r e s - t r a i n e d ,  ~ i r l c l  - the c h a i r  r a i l  and f lo t jc  

molding i s  a p l a i n  l i n e a r  d e s i g n ,  withou-t - the added punched 

r~~nbel l i s l~men- t  found i.n t h e  : f r o n t  room ( F i g .  18-19). This  room i:; 

l a r g e r  -than t h e  f r o n - t  room, however, and p robab ly  was used a s  a  

:family sitting room, a s  we l l  a s  f o r  nieal:i. 1-t i s  c l o s e r  t o  -the 

- 
- 

.d 
i 

2 2 Herman, 5 4 .  

2 3 Mrs. Robe r t  Appleby, in-Lerview by a u t h o r ,  New Gas-tl.e, 
Delaware, 7 November 1 9 8 % .  
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Iri.tchar1, and h a s  an opening o r  "pa : ;~  - through" i n  t h e  west  wal.1. 

-tha-t connec t s  d i r e c - t l y  w i t h  t h e  k i t c h e n .  'This was possi.1~l.y added 

a t  some t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  house was bu i l t - . - - - the  molding wl-lich f'rame:j 

i t  i s  noi; o:f - the  per iod and -the door  011 t h e  lri-tchen s i d e  i s  

pl.ywood. 

A seven - inch  s t e p  down ;it, +,he r e a r  of - the  pa!isaga l e a d s  in-Lo 

-the k i t c h e n  wing.  Th i s  space  i n c l u d e s  a  f i . r e p l a c e  i n  -the 

nortkiwest c o r n e r  o:P .the room, a  double  window i n  - the n o r t h  wall. 

(p robably  a rep lacement  f o r  a  s m a l l e r  ori.gi.na1 window, t o  l e t  i n  

niore l i g h t ) ,  a  window and an e x t e r i o r  door  on t h e  s o u t h  wal.1, and 

a  new opening t h a t  l e a d s  t o  a  modern k i t c h e n  wing a t  t h e  r e a r  of 

t he  house.  Th i s  room was c l e a r l y  des igned  f o r  func- t ion  ra - ther  

-than d i s p l a y .  I t s  most prominen-t fea-Lure i s  t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  t h e  

p l ace  where a l l  cooking  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  household would have 

-taken p l a c e  ( F i g .  2 . 0 ) .  'I'he o r f ig ina l  crane remains  i n  t h e  

f i r e p l a c e ,  s u p p o r t e d  by p i n s  s e t  i n t o  - the b r i c k .  Gene ra t ions  of 

use  has  l e f - t  an  i nden - t a t i on  i n  t l ~ e  b r i c k  where t h e  cooking po t  

buinped a g a i n s t  t h e  l e f t  si.de of - the f i r e p l a c e  w a l l .  

A s  might be  e x p e c t e d ,  t h o  l e v e l  of f i n i s h  i n  t h i s  space i s  

much lower t h a n  t h a t  found i n  t h e  p a r ] - o r s ,  s i n c e  t h i s  was a p l a c e  

of work r a t h e r  - than s o c i a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  'The mant le  i s  a  si.mp1.e 

f a c e  boa rd ,  ornamented w i t h  a narrow band of a p p l i e d  molding 
~-, i 

echoing t h e  h e a r t h  opening ,  and a man-tle s h e l f  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p .  

'I'he skielf p robab ly  f u n c t i o n e d  i n  s e v e r a l  ways: ars ;I s u r f a c e  con 

which p l a c e  lamps and cand le s  and pe rhaps  a c l o c k - - t e c h n i c a l  

items tha - t  wo~l ld  have :f a c i l i - t a - t ~ - d  t h e  work p r o c e s s  ; as an a rea  

f o r  s t o r a g e  a n d  d i s p l a y  of a  l i m i t e d  number o:f food sei:vi.ce o r  



F i g .  20. Ki-Lchen hear-th. 

.2 
i 
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d e c o r a t i v e  i t e m s ;  a s  an a u x i l i a r y  work s u r f a c e  which coul[:l be 

used d u r i n g  t h e  cooking  p r o c e s s ;  and perhap:i a s  an impromptu 

desk - -pa in t ings  and p r i n t s  of e a r l y  n ine- teen- th-cen l~r ry  l r i~ lc l~e i i s  

;', 4 
sometimes d e p i c t  an  inks t and  and q u i l l s  on t h e  mant1eshel.f. 

During a  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  r e m o d e l l i n g ,  t h i s  room was 

shea thed  wi-Lh stamped t i n .  When t h e  prec:?nt  owners rismovecl t h e  

-t;in shca- th ing ,  t h e y  d i scove red  e v i d e r ~ c e  of an  o r i g i n a l  winder 

s ~ t a i r  i n  t h e  soui;hwes.t c o r n e r  of t h e  rcom, as wel l  cis ev idence  of 
2 5 

she lves  i n  t h e  noc.l;heast c o r n e r  of tl-;e room . The s-Lair  may h e  

i n - t e r p r e t e d  i n  two ways. I t  would have p rov ided  t h e  s e r v a n t s  

acces s  t o  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  on t h e  second f l o o r  above t h e  

ki-Lchen, w i t h c u t  u s i n g  t h e  more fo rma l  main s - t a ik  i n  - the  pas sage ,  

.. main ta in ing  a  s e n s e  of c l a s s  s e p a r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  household .  

O r ,  t h e  e n t i r e  k i t c h e n  wing may have p r e d a t e d  t h e  rest of t h e  

house.  There i s  no v i s i b l e  ev idence  of t h i s  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  o r  

ex - t e r io r  : founda t ion ,  hilt  t h e  di.f:ference i n  h e i g h t  between t h i s  

wing and t h e  p a s s a g e ,  and -the - t h i ckness  of t h e  e a s ~ t  w a l l  of t h e  

k i t chen  (which s u g g e s t s  %ha% i L  migh-t have been an ex-terj.or 

w a l l ) ,  couLd l e a d  -to tha- t  c o n c l u s i o n .  A four t , een- - inch  t h i c k  wa1.i. 

migh-t have 'been requi . red ,  however, - to  suppor-t  'the weight  o:f t l ie 

.% . 
f o u r  s t o r i e s  above I C .  

A - t h i r d  in te rpre -La- t ion  might b e  - t ha t  t h e  ki~tcl?en was 

2 4 For  examples ,  s e e  Harold L .  P e t e r s o n ,  America11 1n te r io r : j .  
from Co lon ia l   time^ -- -t,o I;he _La-te V i c t o r i a n s  (New Yol-lr: Charl.es 
S c r i . b r ~ e r ' s  Sons ,  3.9'7'1), p l .  2 5 ,  51 .  

2"~rs. Rcbe r t  Appleby, in.Ler.vicw by a u t h o r ,  N e w  Cas-l;le, 
Delaware, 7 November 1988. The s t a i r  and s h e l v e s  a r e  documen-Led 
by p h o t o g r a p h s  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o:f t h e  Applebys.  
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o r i g i n a l l y  i n  a  s epa ra - t e  b u i l d i n g  ant:[ was acldecl t o  t h e  ih~ust? 

. a f t e r  i t  w a s  comple-ted. The remains of a  bol-(; t h e  .irl.side o:f 

t h e  door :frsune a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  pas sage ,  wllich wo~:~ld have been 

t l ~ a  o r i - g i n a l  end of -the house ,  suppor . t s  . t h i s  t h e s i s .  'The l ~ o l t ,  

however, migh.L a l s o  have been used -to c r e a t e  a  locked  bar r j . e r  

be-tween t h e  k i t c h e n / s e r v i c e  wing and t h e  rr~airl house ,  which r a i s e ,5  

an en - t i r e  d i f f e r e n - t  se . t  of cluestions abou-t concep t s  of householcl 

securi . t ,y and t h e  n a t u r e  of c l a s s  r e l a - t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  Federa.1 

p e r i o d .  

The second f l o o r  p l a n  d i f f e r s  s l i g h t l y  from t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  

i n  t h a t  t l ie  f r o n t  room ex tends  -the f u l l  wid-th of t h e  house .  Th:is 

roo~li i s  - the l a r g e s t  i n  t l ie  house ,  and exh ib i - t s  a l e v e l  of : f i n i sh  

second o n l y  t o  t h e  p a r l o r  below i t .  I t  h a s  a n  e q u a l l y  i tnpress iv~?  

man t l ep i ece ,  decora-tecl ,wi th  a swag ancl - t a m e l  ban11 and a Lablel; 

(F'fig. 2:L-23). The c h a i r  r a i l . ,  however, i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  l e s s  

:fowinal example found i.n t h e  r e a r  p a r l o r .  A s  i n  -the f i r s - t  f l o o r  

p a r l o r ,  t h e r e  a r e  b u i l - t - i n  chimney cupboa rds ,  which a r e  now 

enclosed i n  3.a-ter closet:; .  

'This room, wi-th i t s  t h r e e  windows a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of -the 

house,  has  a commandj.ng view of t h e  g reen  and sidewa:Lks below 

( F i g .  2 4 ) .  H i s t o r i a n  Pe-tor Borsay has  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e s e  outdoor  

s o c i a l  spaces  a s  impor t an t  fea.Lures of t h e  LII-banizing process  i n  

Eng l i sh  p r o v i n c i a l  -towns: 

" .  , . t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  s q u a r e .  . .made i t s  f i r s t  appcearance 
i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
cenLury.  I t  w -  d~ s o c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  p a r  e x c e l l a n c e ;  no t  
on ly  d i d  i t  house people  i n  .simiLar houses ,  bu-t i . t a l s o  



~ i g ~ .  21, 2 2 ,  2 3 .  Man-tl.epiece, f r o n t  room on second floor. 



i .  24. View of green from windows of front rootn on second :floor 
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provided  an a r e n a .  , . i n  whi.ch t h e y  c o u l d  soc i .a l i z i? .  

l.'ro~n t h e  van tage  poin-L o:f t h i s  secorld f l o o r  percl-I, inemhers of' 

John Wilegr's houseliold cou ld  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  soci .a l  

i n - t e r a c t i o n s  of .the town .Lo any exten-L ,they wi shed ,  observi.ng 

unobserved -the coming:; and go ings  below. 

The s i z e  and formal i . ty  of t h i s  room 5ug;i;gests t h a t  i t s  

primary f u n c t i o n  was n o t  f o r  sleep:ing.  1.t w a s  p robzbly  an 

ups-Lairs s i - t t i . n g  room, where g u e s t s  would have been r e c e i v e d  a r ~ d  

e n t e r - t a i n e d .  The s ide- .passage  p l a n  would have enab led  thae farnily 

-Lo mai.ntain p r i v a c y  when admit-Ling g u e s t s  i n t o  t h e  house :  -the 

passage would have  f a c i l i t a - t e d  - t h e i r  a c c e s s ,  bu-L by c l o s i n g  

d c o r s ,  <;he f a m i l y  cou ld  a t  t h e  same t ime  con t ro l .  and lj . init  - t ha t  

a c c e s s .  

a The room behind  t h i s  i s  more c l e a r l y  a  ck~amber. I-t  wa,-. 

p o s s i b l y  where John and O l i v i a  Wiley s l e p t  ( u n l e s s  t h e y  used -the 

:Pron-t room a s  t h e i r  chamber) ,  s i n c e  -the d e c o r a t i v e  de- tail.:^ i n  - the 

marl~Llepiece irn2ly a  h i g h e r  g rade  of importance t h a n  i.r l  -tile 

chambers on t h e  th i . rd  : f loor  ( F i g .  2 5 ) .  Close-L:i have been ;~clcled 

t o  t h i s  room, on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  chimney, bu-L grooves  rc3mai.r~ 

i n s i d e  - the c l o s e - t s  from s h e l v e s  t h a t  were p o s s i b l y  ori .g: inal .  The 

windows i n  t h i s  room over look  -the a l l e y  and k i t c h e n  d o o r ,  and 

would have alloweili -Lhe occilpants t o  moni tor  ano-ther l e v e l  of 

ho~lsehold  a c - t i v i - t y  ( F i g .  2 6 )  . 

2 6 Pe- tc r  Bor:iay , "The E n g l i s h  Urban Rena issance  : The 
JJevelopmen-L of l?rovin .c ia l  Town Cul-Lure, c .  68O-176O, " S o c i a l  
I-Iistory, 5 (May 1Y7'7), 5 9 0 .  



- .. 

Fig'. 2 5 .  Mant lep iece  d e t a i l ,  r e a r  chamber on :ieconrl : f l o o r  

17i.g. 2 6 .  View f rorn r e a r  chamber on second f Loor 
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?'he f r o n t  of t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  ha3 been d i v i d e d  i n ~ L i ~  two 

chaml>ers, one t h e  w id th  of -the passage  ( and  now a  b a t h r o o n ~ ) ,  anci 

one -tile wid-th of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  p a r l o r .  On t h i s  f l o o r ,  a s  on 

t h e  f i r s t  two, t h e  l e v e l  of d e c o r a t i o n  r e c e d e s  from t h e  f r o n t  of 

t l l i 2  house t o  - the back .  There i s  no pi.incll-and-goile:e worlc on -the 

man-Lles of t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  rooms, o n l y  s imple  c l a s s i c a l  molding:s 

( i g  2'7 ) .The man t l e  of t h e  f  ron-t room, however,  i s  s t i l l  an 

a r c h i - t e c t u r a l  form,  suppor-Led by p i l a s t e r s ,  w h i l e  -the mantle i n  

t h e  r e a r  chamber h a s  been reduced -to a s imp le  app1.ied s h e l f ,  w i th  

a  hand of molding su r round ing  t h e  chimney open ing ,  a s  i n  t h e  

ki - tchen (F'iig. 2 8 ) .  The c h a i r  r a i . l s ,  a s  w e l l  a r e  h i g h l y  

s i m p l i f i e d  i n  comparison w i t h  t h a t  found i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t  

p a r l o r  ( F i g .  2 9 ) .  'There a r e  no b u i l - t - i n  cilpboards i n  t h e s e  

rooms. C l o t h i n g  and pe r sona l  a c c e s s o r i e s  would have been s t o r e d  

i n  c h e s t s ,  t r u n k s ,  and t o i l e t  o r  work t a b l e s  

An ear1.y l o c k  on t h e  door i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  chamber prov ides  

f i ;~.r ther ev idence  a b o u t  n o t i o n s  of p r i v a c y  i n  t h i s  house 

( F i g .  3 0 ) .  Although i t  i s  unknown where t h i s  door  was o r i g i n a l l y  

Loca.tet:l ( i t  wan :t'our~rl i n  t h e  a l ; - t i c ) ,  i t  fi-1;s t1-1i.s room i n  s i z e ,  

2 '1 and s t y l e .  There  i s  ev idence  of a l o c k  on the i n s i d e  of every  

door i n  -the house l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  pas sage  ( e x c e p t ,  a s  mentioned 

p r e v i o u s l y ,  Lhe k i t c h e n  d o o r ) .  Many of t h e s e  l o c k s  a r e  n o t  

o r i g i n a l  and it i s  imposs ib l e  t o  i d e n % i f y  which rooms o r i g i n a l l y  

had l o c k s ,  b u t  t h e  ex i . s tenze  of an ori .ginal .  l o c k  on -the door o:f a 

l e s s  impor tan t  sugges- ts  t o  me tha- t  - the a b i l i t y  t o  l o c k  would have 

--- 
2 7 Mrs. Robe r t  Appleby, i n t e r v i e w  by autk-or,  New Cas-Lie, 

Delaware, 7 November 1388. 



~ i g ,  27, M+n- t lep iece  detail, 
front Lhird floor. 



~ ' i ~ ,  29, . a ,  : ifront c:ls;~.n~b~?r 
third floor. 

~ i ~ ,  3 0 ,  ~~~k in f c0n.t chamber, third f 'ioor. 
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- 
perillea-bed t h e  more i.mp0rtan.t rooms. 

The winds up t o  t h e  :four-th f l o o r ,  main- ta in ing  the same 

v i s u a l  appearance  a s  on t h e  :£i.rs-t  f l o o r .  I t  was o b v i ~ ~ ~ s l y  

conceived a s  a comprehensive e n t i t y ,  and n o t  segmented i n  

impnr-tarlce by f l o o r .  'The passages  t o o ,  a r e  p a r t  of t h a t  

cornpreherlsive whole:  -the motif of t h e  d a r k ,  con t ras -Ling  c h a i r  

r a i l ,  arid i t s  s u p p o r t i n g  c l a s s i c a l  p i l . a s t a r s  p e r s i s . t s  th rough  ti~i:: 

e n - t i r e  house ,  p r o v i d i n g  a sense  of c o n t i n u i t y  over  a l l  fol.tr 

s - t o r i e s  of h e i g h t .  The l e v e l  of f i n i s h  i n  t h e  fou r - th  f l o o r  

chambers, however,  d rops  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The two f r o n t  chambers 

have no moldings e x c e p t  a long  .the edge of -tile dormer.  There ,  

however, -the molding has  been enhanced by a bead ra-bher t han  l e f t  

.- p l a i n .  Al1;hough - these  rooms a rc  c u r r e n t l y  u sed  f o r  s ~ t o r a g e ,  

- there  i s  ev idence  of o t h e r  u s e  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  f r o n t  chamber. The 

:fl.oor h a s  been pa in- ted  around t h e  edge ,  whiclz i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  

some t ime  t h e  room w a s  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a rug  o r  o i l c l o - t h .  Whether 

-tlhis room was used by a :fami.ly member o r  n se rvan t ,  is n o t  lrnown; 

t h e  on ly  he& s o u r c e  would have been from - the  chimney masonry-- 

t h e r e  a r e  no f i r e p l a c e s  i n  any of t h e s e  rooms. I:n John WileyJ:j 

occupancy p e r i o d ,  t h e  room would n o t  have been r e q u i r e d  t o  

accomolodate h i s  fami1.y. I-Ie had t h r e e  d a u g l ~ t a r s ,  a l l  of whom 

could have s l e p - t  on t h e  . t h i r d  f l o o r .  The o n l y  o- ther  known 

occupants were s l a v e s :  i n  183.3, h e  had - t h r e e  s l a v e s ,  and i n  

2 A 1 8 1 6 ,  f o u r .  The s l a v e s  might a i l  have l i v e d  i n  t h e  room over  

- 
a 0 Delaware Sta-be Arch ives ,  New C a s t l e  Coun-l;y -I;ax 

essessments ,  1813,  1016. 



:;usan l?. Will.iams, Page 2 2  
15 Dec 88 

thr: ki,i;chen, o r ,  solne of thein ni:i.ght have occupi.ed t11j.s t o p  I'l.00.r. 

;/;-I; is also possib] .e  tlla-L - there  miglzt have been a d d i t i o n a l  

8 7 cluarter:5 i n  a  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  r e a r  of Lhe l-i<>~.~sci!. l l l r r e  

may hay(+ been a  s t r u c . t u r e  t h e r e  t o  house .tile h o r s e s  and ca-t-t.Le 

WiJey i s  known t o  )lave owned, h u t  t h e r e  was no r e c o r d  of any 

addi. t ion.al  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  any of h i s  t a x  as5essmer1-k.5. 

In  3.811, John Wiley mortgaged h i s  b r i c k  house ,  a s  wel l  a s  

t h a t  of h i s  moz'her, t o  Edward T a t n a l l  f o r  $4000.  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  

of th i . s  s t r ~ ~ c t i ~ r e  :for  him can b e  viewed, t h e r e f o r e ,  no-t only  a s  

an a s p e c t  of h i s  s o c i a l  s t r a t e g y ,  b u t  a l s o  a s  an economic 

s-Lrategy.  When he d i e d  i n  1842,  h e  had n o ~ t  y e t  p a i d  of:' t h e  

mortgage.  'I'he house was a s s i g n e d  by t h e  (:our-t -to James Ga~: l~ lnd ,  

- 
wino a c q u i r e d  p r o p e r t y  an2 s o l d  i .t  t o  Je remiah  Bowman. Bowinan 

d i ed  in-Les-ta-te i n  1849 and i.n 1902,  Wi.lliam Myers, hi:? grea-L- 

' 9  grandson bought  t h e  house from h i s  e s t a t e  f o r  $ I O U ~ .  

The i n - L e r s e c t i o n  o:f Jeremiah Cnw~nan ancl Jol.in Wiley p rov ides  

a p r e t e x t  f o r  t h i n k i n g  of t h i s  house n o t  jus-t  a:i a  s o c i a l  ernlil.en1 

f o r  Wiley, bu-t a s  par - t  of -the b r o a d e r  f a b r i c  o:f -tlhe ~r;ommunil;y of 

Third S-Lreet .  Wiley and Bowinan were bo th  p a r t  of an  l a r g e r  group 

of: men who were a c t i v e l y  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e i r  s o c i a l  and economic 

a sp i rn t i . ons  in - to  - t a n g i b l e  form by buying ,  s e l l i n g ,  and devel.oping 

p rope r~ ty  and houses  on Thicd S-Lrewt. T11i.s g roup  i n c l u d e d  Kensey 

John, who l i v e d  on t h e  c o r n e r  of Tllird and Delaware,  h u t  who a l s o  

owned number 8 Thi rd    it one -time; Nicholas  Van Dyke, who i.i.ved an 

-~ Del.aware, a c r o s s  from Kensey J o h n s ,  who had owned numbers 8 ,  1.0, 

2 Y Summary o:f - t i - t l e  s e a r c h ,  3 .  
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-~ and. 1 2 ,  and who s o l d  10 and 1 2  .t,o carl?enter/builcler: i  Jacob  

Colesber ry  and Jererni.ah Bowman. Bowman had al.so owned l o t  nurnber 

8 ,  which h e  s o l d  - to Arm S i l s b e e  M i l l e r  ( d a u g h t e r  of b r i c l r l aye r  

Nathaniel  S i l s b e e ,  who had s o l d  t o  Rober t  Wiley,  and 

granddaughter  of carper1l;er Sa~nilel S i l s b e e )  . Her house was 

a l l .egedly b u i l t  by C h r i s t i a n  Zirnmerman, "a mas'ber carpen-ber of 

t h e  day,  " who al .so  owned nunher 1 2 ,  where he  l i v e d  1.1nti.l 11316, 

when h i s  house w a s  purchaged by George Read L I T .  John S t u r g i s ,  

a n d h e r  n e i g h b o r ,  was l i v i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of .the Wileys i n  1800,  

accord ing  t o  - the c e n s u s ;  by 1804, he  had purchased  a  house tha- t  

was s o u t h  of John Wil.ey on t h e  'block.  

No d o u b t ,  a  more s y s t e m a t i c  su rvey  would r e v e a l  even more 

in~ te rconnec t , i ons  be-tween t h i s  group o:P neighbor:;, b u t  t h e s e  

d e t a i l s  seem s u f f i c i e n t  t o  sugges t  t,liat John W i l e y ' s  house was 

shaped by and an i1ltegra.1 p a r t  of t l ie  economic and s o c i a l  nexus 

of New Cas1;le 's  Q L i t e .  I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of American "high.- 

s t y l e "  cul i ;ure ,  Richard  Bushman has  specu la - t ed  tha-L mi . td le -c lass  

s-Lra-tegies f o r  g e n t i . l i t y  i nc luded  " p e r s o n a l  r e f  i.nement, " "t,lie 

assemblage of c u l t i v a t e d  persons  i n t o  se:Lec.t companies , "  which 

might be in.terpre-l;ed a s  neighborhoods o r  communi-ty g roups ,  and 

"-Llie p repa ra t i . on  o:C environmen.t:; : f i- t . t ing :for s1:lch a s s e m b l i e s ,  " 

environments such  a s  Thi rd  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  i t s  e l e g a n t  houses ,  

s idewalks ,  g r e e n ,  and o-ther accou-trements o:f s o c i a l  

3 0 i.n-terac-Lion. The world o:f John Wi1.i-y seems to ' t ~e  i.n accordancr: 

l3ichar:d Bushman, "American High-S.l;yle and Vernacu:I,ar 
~ i , ~ l . t u r e s , "  i n  Cr):Lonial. B r l - t i s h  A I I L I ? ~ " ~ ~ . ~ -  (Bal-Limore: Jobns Hopki.ns 
Un ive r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1983), 358. 
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w i t h  t h i s  i r i t e r p r e t a ~ t i o n .  Hi:; h o u s e ,  no doub-L i t s  f l . i~:nishings,  

ar~cl h i s  sys-terns o f  social in-l;erac-Lion, seem t o  have  heen  par t ,  of 

. , 

t~ a : r g c r  p a t - t e r n  of soci .a l .  c o n t r o l  and a d h e r e n c e  Lo an erne.rging 

n i n e t e e n - t h  c e n t u r y  power s t r u c . t ~ . ~ r e .  



WILEL - MMYEIIS HITI?: NO. 18 f5 No. 20 
. ,. 

THIRD B T R E E L N E W  OABTLE 
. I . : .  . ~, . . . . .  . ,. . . 

BRIEF BUMI~ARX OF REAROH 

(No g r ~ n G s  on t h e  west s l a e  of t h o  Oxanen Tor 

ThIrcl Gtreeti I n  t h e  Dul;oh Pe r l ad .  The Green 

Extended t o  Fousth  B t r e n L  unt lX the E n g l i s h  

onme I n  1bbb. T h o ' f i r s t  s u r v i v i n g  r e o o r d  o f  

l o t s  b e i n g  g ran ted  on Third Bt roo t  o p p o s i t e  

t h o  ~ r e s n  1.8 o f  :1671, when (&oarernor Loveltzoe 

oonflrmed Paul  J aoque t  i n  t h e  p o ~ s e ~ s l o n  

o f  n l o t  on  t h e  apgroxlrnate s i t e  of  t h e  Old 

Dutoh IIOUBB Deed Boolf. A-1-1.7, 1671,. naact t o  

nl'lnsmon Reynersonn,  wkio bad the p l o t  t o  t h e  

n o r t h  a t  t h a t  date.) 

Fir 's t  r eoo rd  o f  ownosohlp O f  l . ~ n & ,  l n c l u d l n g  t h e  Wlley - ldyers 

e l t o ,  i s  a ooubt allse and survey f o r  ~n1br0,~k ~ n o k e r ,  1661 - 16g2# 

rd~o ov~ned at  t h a t  t l m m  noel; o i  t;he bl.ock--.343 f e e t  rrom Wood S t r e e t  

(I)ol.sl,raxao) 2;a t h e  8 1 . t ~  of t h e  Dutoh H O U B B .  B ~ o k e x '  hnd a houae st 

t t~ .o .  e i t o  o f  t h e  13oolres homse, b u t  fnol.ng on Delar.rare S t r e e t ,  px.obnb1.y 

1;ho b ~ o k  b ~ ~ l l d l x l g  of t h o  p r e s e n t  Rookor house .  He s a i d  he hnd bought 

t he  1r:nd from sever01  persono ( N e w  C13.stltl C O U I ' ~ ;  IlecorC18 XI, pg. $1. 

The80 pex'Rotae rgrero prt>bt~.bl.y t h o s e  t o  who111 t h o  EngLIsh. granted.  l o t 8  

\ tl:ci;or 1664., b u t  o r  rihloh no r eco rd8  ourv4ve. Bn t o  date, A~nbrofle 

- Uriokor i s  e t i 1 1  t h e  f i r s t  knor.rn owner. WmE~ros,e BtloBer was Dutch 
I 
. . 

n l ~ d  mfly hnve boon N. 8on of Jacob Haoker of tho Dutch p e r i o d ,  b u t  



p,i!~k~roo& d.oee not R P P O R ~  j,n t he  s l A r ~ . i ~ i n ~  New C8ntl.e Corxnty reoord .~  

u n t i l  l b 7 5 ,  e l even  y e a r s  a f t e r s  $;he ~:rigllah ourno ond. t h e  s i t e  of  h l a  , 

homo a.t t h n t  tl.me i a  not  known, but ooul.8 have been t h e  sema house 

2.n whloh ho l.l.vedl i n  16$2 a t  t he  f l i t 0  of tho beck bul.lillng mentl.onad 

a.bovs. 

I n  1.693 Anhrnb:mae Hncker ~ o l . d .  t o  binrtln Ke.rl;lnson o f  New Cnstle 

a p l o t  between S'hlrd. 8.na Fourth   street^, rnsanur.lng 172 l e e t  d.eep 

and. n.long T h i r a  S t r e e t  3.20 f e e t a  bngirlnlng at the  n o r t h  l i n e  ol' 

the p r e ~ e n t  Rodney houae ,  No. 16. Martlnann sold, t h e  n o r t h  60 f e e t  

o t  h i s  120-*foot l o t  t o  John Cnlv.ert,  b u t  kept  t h e  60 f e e t  t h a t  

beco.rno t h e  Wlley - E-lgoss s i t e .  T h , i ~  lattnxb plot, o8.m~ i n t o  po t~aes s ion  

o P  rldnrn Iiay, 3 .  a. r e l . n t l v e  o f  .ArnI~rose B n c k z r %  wwlfe, about; 1700. 

(flny i s  oo wrlCttln i n  oopg o r  h9.8 efgnntuzsa. The y - l\rlxs probnbly iJ, 

pronounced "eye" I n  Dutoh, ao Ent~l . l sh  c l e r k s  wro te  i t  f n  vnrlous  

emy~ from aound. os i n a b i l . l t y  t o  rend the e ln ' bo ra to  Dutch norlpt-- 

Ilyke, Iky, and even Atkey.)  Adam Hay, Sr. 8 I s d . 1 7 1 0 .  Nia son 

Adam H R ~ ,  J r . ,  sold t h e  p l o t  n s  Hfio~lse  and l o t u  t h a t  'kn.d"been 'i)vne& 

by h l n  f a t h e r .  This  h o u ~ e  WLIR on 1;he n i t 8  of  No. 20 an8 i f  t he  

beak p a r t  of tho pxlneent houae l . 8  t ho  o r i [{ lnn l ,  tbon  i t  dated bofore  

1710. Iphd.~ s a l e  by Adarn,Hny, Jr., l n  1765 w a s  t o  N~.thn~afel .  SlXsble, 
. , , . 

b r a I c l c l ~ y e r ,  who l l v a d  an Fourth H t rao t  ~ u s ' t  n o s t h  of t h o  p r e s e n t  

&11aCel. house.  On t h e  nout11 sl.& or hi.0 60-Font pl.at, Nathanl.el 

SIlsb5.a Xnid oPf tz 6-fool; s t r l p  between !Clnird andl Fo~zs th  S t r e e t s ,  

-, ~rid . 'wl~nn ho l e f t  1;~ni.s p rope r ty  t o  h i s  Eon b y  h i s  w l . Z X  o f  1769 . '  

(pr'ovnd 1 7 7 2 ) #  he pxbovided thnt t h e  6-foot a l . l o y  ~ h o u l d  'bo Irept open 

as a p u b l i c  r ight o f  way fo roka r ,  



The house  , No. 20 fra.me and thn l o 8  , t h u s  s a s t r l c t a 8 ,  were 

l e r t  t o  his aon Dootor Nathaniel .81.lsb.Bn. In 1'779, when Dr. QllsbLn 

w0.R 1.1.vl.ng I n  at. a-norgas Hund.red,, ho s o i d  thin p r o p e r t y  t o  nobnrt 

WLI.ey, b lsnlrsmlth ,  BE flow G~.fltl .e.  

Robert  Wl log  d.led i n t e s t n t e  1.789, leaving a wldon, IKlizabeCh., 

and seven ohilblrclra, t h o  oXdeet o f  whom wr.i$ John. I n  Iff01 t h e  

Orphan$ Court; app r~ve t l  t;hn A R ~ Q  of Robert W i l e y l s  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  

New Oae t l e  f o r  $1,000,' t h e  one on Thl rd  S t r e e t  w i t h  t h e  r r m e  hOLIat3 

No. 20 and one on t h e  S t rand ,  e n s t  ~ i d e ,  t o  John  1lll.ey on aoridit ion 

that he pay t h e  h e l r a  the1.r nk~ares--hl.a mot;hertrr d.ower r l g h t s  t o  

remain. l i f t e r  hexd d e a t h ,  h e r  i ih i rd  shnre  t o  go t o  tho  h e t r n ,  njlso. 

X t  i s  l n ~ a l u n t e d  from t h e  recoxIda t h a t  John  ldilley b u l l t  tho 

t h ~ o e - n t o r y  brlc1s houow No. Ig nxrd tlznt h3.s mother  ort.nec1, d u r i n g  

h e r  I . i fe t l rne ,  tiha frrlruv houno No, 20. I n  181.1 John 9~1.10~' gave & 

mortgage on h l s  briok house nnd a l o t  25 f e e t -  pride on Thix'd S t roo t s  

ex.tenclllng b ~ o k  t o  F o u r t h  Gtxneet, t o  Edkrard,Tatnail .  fox. $4,000. 

ThPe nor tgnge  deed i d  t ho  f i rs t ,  Z n d i o ~ ~ t i o n  o f  dl.vl.nion between. t he  

pxsoporty No. lt3 ri.nd t h e  groper1;y No. 20. 

John' l!Jfl.ey d i e d  hel'ort? .he h ~ c l  px1.d the  f1l1.X ninrtgnge snd  t h e  

praps:rty No. 1 G  kri.m.s asslf ;ned by  ?;he Clourtn Lo nn annlgnee of t h e  

executortr of t h o  Ta1;nnll e s t o t n ,  Jn.rclss Garl.n.nd., who ~ n . i d  mortgage 

balnnne 8.n' n o n t a  and  a~qul.:rod t he  p r o p e r t y . ' l h  Pee i n  1-84-3. He 

nolfl i t  t h a t  yenlr to J e ~ e m l ~ k ~  R O W U I R ~ ,  ?rho dl.ed. i n t e e t n t a  l n  1849. 
?. 

The e ~ t n t e  o f  J ' e~ .e rn i~ .h  Bowmnn ~. r r~ .n  no t  dlv2.ded. o r  s e t t l e d ,  nnti1. lgO2, 

when W l . l l b a m  E. Myere, gr'ent-(?;rt;.nd~ora o f  Jerenioh, pot l t io laed  the  



Orphann h u r t  f o r  f i l v i s i o n .  That no t  bo lng  p o a n l b l e ,  t he  Oourt 

nrrlored n 8 ~ 1 ; )  a t  whlah W l l l . 1 ~ ~  E. I.1yerfl bought No. 18 Ear $1,000 

I n  1902. 


