
THE STRAND 

Or ig ina l  S t r a n d  P l o t  between t h e  
Read H o u ~ e  and.-the T i l e  House. 63' 

(See Photos #31 and 32) 

The e a r l i e s t  known owner of t h e  63' p l o t  betueen t h e  najor  

p a r t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Read House p r o p e r t y  and t h e  T i i e  Xouse p l o t ,  

was : i i l l i a m  Mauri ts  (Mor r i s ) ,  an Zngl i shaan  f r o n  Cornua l l ,  ::rho had 

become a  Dutch c i t i z e n .  The p l o t  then inc luded  v~hc t  Is nox t h e  

no r th  1 7 '  o r  1 8 '  o f  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  George Read I1 house,  Eeaa ' s  

a l l e y ,  and t h e  sou th  p a r t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  garden of #54 The S t rand .  

Maurits  vtas a t  F o r t  Casimir i n  1655 and perhaps e a r l i e r .  I n  t h a t  

yea r  he  was. marr ied t o  J a n n e t  Thornas, t h e  16-year  o l d  "ward and 

daughteru of Thomas Broen ( ~ r o w n ) ,  ano the r  Englishman who hed ac-  

qu i red  Dutch c i t i z e n s h i p .  

I n  1656 Mauri ts  was made tobacco i n s p e c t o r .  A t  l e e s t  p a r t  of 

h i s  p r i v a t e  occupa t ion  a t  t h e  time was d e a l i n s  i n  l i q u o r s .  Uaur i t s  

a l s o  owned t h e  T i l e  house s i t e  ad jo in ing .  He probably s o l d  t h i s  

63' p l o t  ( ad jo in ing  t h e  T i l e  house s i t e )  t o  t h e  N e w  Dutch d i r e c t c r  

of New Amstel, Jacob A l r i c h s ,  f o r  between t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  a r r i v a l  

i n  Apr i l  1657 and h i s  dea th  i n  December 1659, he  had bought "house 

and l o t "  on t h i s  s i t e .  

The p r o p e r t y  i s  nex t  recorded i n  t he  Engl i sh  pe r iod ,  1667, 

when a p a t e n t  f o r  it i s  confirme< t o  Hendrick Jansen Van Jeveren,  

a Dutchman, who i n  1656 had been s e t t l e d  on Long I s l a n d .  Corne l iu s  

m 



,- -c- 

( ? l o t  1 0 ,  c o n t i n u e d )  

J o r r i s o n  (George)  a n d  h i s  wife G e r t i e  ovfned house cnd l o t  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1 6 7 0 ' s .  .--lter Z o r r i s o n ' s  r s a t h ,  h i s  \;if's I- iarr ied G e r r i t  

C t t o ,  one of t h e  j u s t i c e s  of  t h e  c o - ~ r t .  G e r r l t  and G e r t i e  s o l d  

t k e  p r o p e r t y  t o  J a n  i ia rnansen,  c z r p c r - t e r ,  i n  1673.  Harmansen v:ss 

r r o b a b l y  t h e  sane J a n  Harmanssn l-.-ho c m e  t o  i<e\p; isasterdam f x n  

Hol land w i t h  h l s  s i s t o r  J z n n ~ t j e  i n  1658, 

No r e c o r d  of t r z n s f e r  f r a ~  Jzn Hzrnansen ~ S S  been d i s c o v e r e d .  

Harnansen a a r r i e d  9 >Tew Czs t1s  c;ife, C a t h e r i n e ,  t h e  widow of Hans 
- Eanes,  a  p r o p e r t y  owner i n  t h e  town. Eermansen was n a t u r a l i z e d  

by ;Yi l i i an  Fenn i n  1683,  and  vlas s e v e r a l  t i a e s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  

c o u r t  an  a ? p r a i s e r  o f  p r o p e r t y .  I n  1684  he bought a l o t  on T h i r d  
u 

S t r e e t  from Hans Coderns ,  and two y e a r s  l c t e r  d i s p o s e d  o f  h i s  f a rm 

o f  440 a c r e s  n e a r  Xed Lyon. Fe l a s t  a p p e z r s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  i n  

1689. I n  1701,  house and  l o t  a r e  i n  t h e  ~ ~ o s s e s s i o n  of  J o s e p h  

:'iood, gent leman,  who h e s  j u s t  been a p p o i n t e d  s h e r i f f  of  Kew C a s t l e  

County be B i l l i a n  Penn, s n d  ~ h o  nzy have  ovned t h e  house and l i v e d  

h e r e  a few y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  I n  1701,  h e  was g r a n t e d  t h e  r i v e r  l o t  

o p p o s i t e  t h i s  p r o p e r t y .  

J o s e p h  'i'ood xas l i s t e d  a s  l a n d  owner anti t a x p a y e r  on Long 

I s l a n d  i n  1687 and  he and h i s  f c m i l y  a 2 p e a r  i n  t h e  Long I s l a n d  

r e c o r d s  as  e a r l y  a s  1675.  I n  Penn 's  i:iarrants, Joseph  'A'ood i s  

c a l l e d  t he  son  o f  2 i l l i a . x  :iood, who \vas a member o f  Fenn ' s  c o u n c i l  

from Bucks County, 1684 and 1C85, and a judge of  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

c o u r t .  A f t e r  coning t o  New C z s t l e ,  J o s c p h  i#ood a c q u i r o d  i n t e r e s t s  



- 
in Z h e s t e r  end v s r b y  an<.:. bboucht 3. t r a c t  o f  l;.;nd b n f i  i:~brsh elor is 

.. t h e  i/elsy;p.~-e i r ,nedj  e t e :  7 -  n ~ y t h  zf' ;.evl cui;tl  3 ,  ?;lso the Z i i 3  h A s - z ~ e  
J~ 

? r z ? s r t y  and. a p1:;ntztior;  in Iied Lion T~!~!ntired. 

T s s e c h  l:oodls d a u g h t e r ,  L , e t l t  19, ;-bo !%.rrlct -amu5l iovixan, 

i - h e r i t e d ~ i s  house f n  whit:- she znd h e r  kuzband l i v e ? .  Z o z ~ ~ c h  

...,ooz d i e d  i n  1721.  Sspiucl L,@!:~?an r-:!es r ~ f  ':k.e p r t  

2nd i n  1722 Y:FS c o n n i s s i o n e d  a j u s t i c e  ~f t h e  co-xi ;  For t h e  t iwee  

c o u n t i e s  of 3 e l a i ~ a r e .  

L e t i t i a  Y;aod L o ~ i l ~ n  s a ~ v i v e d  h e r  h d s b a n ~ ;  h2r b r = t h e r ,  Zo-  

seph  l;iood 2 r .  o f  C e c i l  County, e x e c u t o r  of  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' e  e s t k t e ,  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  h i s  s i s t e r ' s  e s t a t e  a l s o ,  ?or b d e b t  a g z i n s t  i t ,  

t h i s  house  and  l o t  were s e i z e d  a r ~ d  s o l d  i n  1734  t o  t h e  h i p h e s t  

b i d d e r ,  Gr. John "inney,  f o r  165 pounds. The a p p r s i s e d  v a l u e  had  

been 225 pounds. The house  l i k e  zirnost  a l l  e a r l y  h o u s e s ,  ;I;.as 

b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  l o t ,  t h e  n o r t h  l i n e  of  which was 

a b o u t  25' s o u t h  of t h e  ~ r c s e n t  e n t r a n c e  n a l k  on t h e  T i l e  house  

s i t e .  The a 2 g r a i s a l  v s l u e  i n d i c a t e s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  d w e l l i n g  a t  t h e  

t ime.  J o s e p h  .rood Jr .  had s o l d  t h e  p e t e r  l o t  o ! ~ p o s i t e  t o  John 

E i c h a r d s o n  i n  1723.  

ilr. F inney  ~ ~ h o  hzd h i s  o m  f i n e  house (ROY: b s t e l  houcs ;  e v l -  

d e n t l y  bought  f o r  i n v e s t m e n t ,  and r e n t e d  t h e  n r q e r t y .  iie s o l d  I n  

1771 t o  Thonas S l a r k  r:hose x c u p c t i o n  has  n o t  been  f a a n d .  C l a r k  

i n  1779 s o l d  t o  J o s e p h  Totlcriv who hsd u s t e < ; e  l i n e  snd xay h a v e  

hsd a tave r r ,  225 s t a z e  o f f i c t !  h . j re .  Ha hza  :;t>.blcs at; t h e  back o f  



-4- 
( P l o t  10, continued) 

*.illi;:li2 ~iil l ,  : - e r c h a i ~ ,  t h e  z r a p o r t y  on Lccond  I t r e z t .  Ca;t>iii ''. 

;:as the  nex t  owner, nez'osr of t h e  . - i l l 1  f.-?:nily v;ha b ; l i l t  rox  

hjuses. on 3ecanc3. ! 3 t r e ~ t  :;nd on t h e  2ast side of t h e  ZtrznG. 

I n  1'735 i i i l l i m : l  ; L ~ l l  s o i d  stl-;p alor,: +;!;e i.o;lt'n :;ids 0 ;  

J- ,he ~ 1 3 t ,  c ~ b s ~ t  181 y ! i i ! e  t o  ceorce  F..nai J I ,  ;*:.ho ';;%e ;:lay;zing to 
L 

'z,-~i;.d the L r e d  hous5, 2nd ? y o v i e d  ti-,zt; 2. 9 '  a l - : ~ ' ~  L d  J 9h99-215 b-3 l a f ' t  

betyieen ainat he s o l d  t o  3eeC 336 ths rembirlcier ~f t h e  1 , l o t .  The 

i" ' r e x i s i n g  p e r t  a f  thz  p r ~ p e r t ;  L u l l  s c i d  t h s  sEE?e ;72zl- t o  . , ~ ~ - l a r n  

Arxst rong,  innkeeper ,  as !!ell t h z t  b r i c k  nessuzgs  sxd l o t  o r  12nC", 

con ta in ing  42'  on t h e  S t r a n d ,  3 '  o f  which, f r j ra  t h e  S t r rnC  tto the  

,- urean,  was a n  a l l e y  o r  l a n e  f o r  t h e  u se  of  30 th  p a r t i e s .  Li !'one- 

s t o r y  frame dwel l ing H ad jo in ing  t h e  b r i c k  d w e l l i n g  on t h s  s i t e  

next  t h e  a l l e y ,  a s  shov~n on t h e  15G4 survey  e l e v a t i o n s ,  i s  men- 

t i oned  i n  o t h e r  i nden t -mes ,  which nay heve been t h e  9 w l y  house 

3f t h e  Dutch pe r i ad .  

I n  1908 A r 3 s t r o n g t s  t a v e r n  p r o p e r t y  v/zs s e i z e d  by t h e  s h e r -  

iff.  I t  must have been acqui red  by Saxus1 ?srr, f o r  i n  1817, it 

i s  s o l d  a s  l a t e  of  3muel 3 a r r  t o  Jznes 3. Zlack,  t r u s t s e ,  wha 

inmediz te ly  s o l d  i t  t o  Dr.  a en ry  Colesber ry .  : . i l l i a n  Ca l lahan  

bought t h e  b r i c k  and frame house on t h e  42'  l o t  i n  1 8 1 8 .  So i n -  

d e n t l ~ r e s  h2ve Seen found t o  d o t e  f o r  t h e  s - ~ c c e e d i n g  3 ~ n e r s .  That 

t h e  dv.rellings ~ i l r v i v e d  t h e  f i r e  o f  1824, and tnat t h e  ; . r o p e r t y  :"as 

then ov~nsd by D r .  Jemes Cooper Lr. ( ~ ~ 9 0  t h e  fo i ldwing  yysr  Sousht  

t h e  Morrison house s i t e  and e r e c t e d  t h a t  l a r g e  b r i c k  ciaelling-) is 

e t t e s t s d  by or .  C ~ o ~ ~ r t s  l e t t s r  i n  t h e  h l a l : ~ z ~ e  3 a z e t t g ,  :.jay 4 ,  1824, 



-5- 
( P l o t  10, cont lnuer i )  

t h s n k i n ~  h i s  " f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s  ?'or t h e i r  e f f i c i e i i t  exe;- t ions d:ir- 

i n s  t h e  l a t e  f i r e ' , ,  by ;::?ich h 5 s  dl;:ellirig h o - ~ s c  .:ks S L : ~ J S ~  t o ~ e  t h e ?  

z i t h  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  hause. (The : i t l joinin,n ho:.rsr; ; : . : s  o r b r i c k ,  t ~ o  

s t o r i e s ,  on  t h e  ~ 0 2 t h  25 '  ~f t119 T i l e  n s : ~ a e  p l o t  - s s  ~ h o ~ ~ y i  i n  t h e  
. . f 7 1  l ~ ~ - b . ~ ~ e r e d  b;; i r .  l n u i a s  photograph of  t h e  T i l e  h ~ u s e  g l o t  r e c e r i t l y  '."-/.,' 

- - ?alconb.  j 

5r.cept that  t h e  p r ~ p e r t y  descendr;-?ci t o  +he h e i r s  sf - ;re u' p,".s 

zooper ,  s e z r c h  t o  <.ate h s s  n o t  >rovideci s : ~ S F l c i e n t  i n f o r x a t i o n  t c  

t e l l  ,:;hen the  hoase n z s  t o r n  uocz,  nor  a?~zz  t h e  l o t  cazg i n t o  pos-  

s e s s i o n  o f  sn o m e r  o f  t h e  T i l e  ho?lse l o t .  T h i s  l z t e r  h i s t o r y  

s h o u l d  be  e a s y  t o  f i n d ,  and r i l l  b e  added  es  s o a n  s s  t h e r e  i s  ti lne. 

.-. 
? h z t  a u s t  have been s good b r i c k  d y i e l l i n g  was on t h e  ; l o t  

when i t  was q p r a i s e d  f o r  t h e  c o u r t  a t  225 pounus, b e f o r e  t h e  

s a l e  t o  L r .  Finney.  This house F.~;L~ have been b u i l t  by Joseph 

;:sod, 2 2 r o s p e r o u s  man, o r  i t  msy have  been b u i l t  o r i z i n a l l y  by 

J a n  Hsrmensen, t h e  c a r p e n t e r ,  r e i ~ l a c i ~ g  o r  a d j o i n i s €  t h 9  m e - s t o r y  

wooden house wi th  b r i c k  chimney l ~ h i c h  s o u l d  have bean c . h a r a c t e r i s -  

t i c  or" t h o  house  on the s i t e  i n  i655, t h e  time o f  'ii1iia:il l daur i t s .  

I j e t a i l e d  ar?d d o c u ~ e r , t a l  h i s t o r y  on f i l e  



-6- - (plot 10 ,  c o n t i n u e d )  '-- 
There  is some v e s t i g e  of t h i s  house s t i l l  remaining as  b u i l t  

i n t a  t h e  b r i c k  ga rden  wall o f  ,#54 t h e  S t r e n d  and r e c o r d e d  i n  this 

r e p o r t  on Pho tos  $31 and 332. 



Original Strand Plot  betwoen the  Read House 
and tho T i l e  House - 33 #32 

s ince tho summary of t h i r  p lo t  war written, record has h e n  

found indicating tha t  Joseph Wood acquired t h i s  property i n  two 

par t s  from the he i r s  of Jan Hermeneon and of Cornelius George, 

the  house first, #32 and then the adjoining l o t  #31, 

And fur ther ,  t h a t  i n  1818, Henry Colesberry sold t o  81111em 

Callahan the  two-story briak dwelling house together with a one-rtory 

fiamo dwelling house and other improvements, on the  west s ide of 

Froat St ree t ,  boondod by George Read Esquire and others ,  the  erne 

premlrms whieh l a t o l p  belonged t o  Samuel C. Barr, Esq., decsarod, 

which had born 8old for $810 at  public sale t o  Dr. Oolesberrys -. 

L by Jmes R, Blaek ss t ru s t ee  f o r  Samuel Barr and Elizabeths h i8  

wife in 1817, with houses, gardens, fences. (Elizabeth war Bliza- 

both Van Leurenigh Bird, widow of John Bi rd  who died i n  1810, a f t e r  

rrhieh sho married the Reverend Samuel Barr, - 

I 

Samuel B a r r  had bought the property at  she r i f f  ra lo .  

l i l l i u m  Callahan dlod in t ea t a t e ,  and the property desaended 

t b o p g h  h i 8  r i f e  and children, 

The succsesive deeds indieato that Dr. James Coupsr must ha?. - 
born a tonant only of the  property i n  1824. In  1861 and IBlSL, \ 

4 
t i l l lam Doupor who then owned the  Read h a r e ,  eeoured the  rhola of 

thir adjoining property from the ha Ira of W i l l i m m  Callahan. 

T ~ o  a l l o y  next t o  the  Read hotma, knom ru Boad'r a l l ay ,  m u  U a o  

hem for many yoarr ma Oallahantr  a l loy,  


